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LETTER FROM CHAIR 

Dear Esteemed Delegates, 

Welcome to the TANU National Executive Crisis Committee! It is our pleasure to 

offer you an experience that we hope will give insight into a complex and contentious piece 

of international relations history.  

It is expected and imperative that delegates in the committee research the general 

topic as well as their assigned role. A keen awareness of not only the history of the topic, but 

the history of global geopolitics in the era will be of great value to delegates. Our committee 

will appreciate your familiarization with the topic in making for smooth and rigorous 

deliberations over nuanced issues. This background guide should help to give a sense of the 

time, place, and issues, but is by no means an exhaustive resource. 

Your Crisis Director, Alex, and I are both excited to offer you the chance to 

participate in our crisis committee at PMUNC 2018! While you will see a lot more of us at 

the conference we would like to briefly introduce ourselves. Ryan Chavez ’19 is your chair. 

He’s a senior in the Department of History. Alex Fager ‘19, your crisis Director, is a senior 

in the Woodrow Wilson School. 

We can’t wait to see you at conference and hope you will enjoy participating in this 

committee as much as we enjoyed preparing it for you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Chavez & Alex Fager 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Welcome to the Tanzania National African Union National Executive Committee. 

The start date of our committee is February 1st 1971. Just six days have passed since General 

Idi Amin Dada of Uganda has ousted the legal President and good friend to Tanzania Milton 

Obote while he, alongside our delegation, fought against British Arms sales to Rhodesia at 

the Commonwealth Conference in Singapore. At home we are now four years into our push 

towards socialism and the realization of Ujamaa. We are stirred by the words laid forth in the 

Arusha Declaration of 1967, the party creed of TANU. We must push to service our nation, 

build our socialist economy and state, and maintain our independence from imperialist 

powers. The future is in our hands.  1

1 A note from the chair: This committee is on a topic I don’t expect to have been covered in 
most- high school coursework. I implore you to please go to your library or elsewhere and 
check out a book on East Africa, Tanzania, and cold war international history. This will help 
inform you more than my background guide ever could. - Ryan 
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GENERAL BACKGROUND 

A Brief History of Tanzania 

Human life in East Africa has existed since prehistory. The various tribes and 

peoples of the region comprise a huge diversity of ethnic backgrounds, cultural practices, 

and languages. This brief history given in this background guide does not do justice to the 

nuances required for telling the story of the region but should be considered a jumping off 

point for further reading. Tanzania itself and the full territory it occupies only came to exist 

in the 1960’s with the union of Tanganyika and Zanzibar.  

The coast areas of the region have a long history of trade and contact with the 

broader world. Evidence going back as far as 100 C.E. demonstrates active trade from the 

coast of modern day Tanzania with the Greek and Roman traders of the time.  This trade 2

became larger and larger over time bolstered by the immigration of Islamic peoples from 

southern Arabia to the Swahili coast during the 8th century. These people integrated and 

mixed with local populations helping contribute to the creation of the Swahili language and 

identity, religiously Islamic with a bantu-based language heavy influenced by Arabic.  By the 3

14th century, Arabic became used mostly for trade and written language while Kiswahili was 

used in the day to day and developed as a written language with an Arabic script. Trade 

linked the towns and ports of East Africa across the region internally as well as to India and 

China in the East with goods traveling through the Indian Ocean arena.   4

2 Kevin Shillington, History of Africa, 3rd ed. (New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), 128. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid., 132. 
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While at various points certain Swahili towns and cities held political influence over 

large areas of the region at no one point was there a political unity in the area with most of 

the cities functioning independently. The political landscape changed in the 16th Century 

with the arrival of the Portuguese. In 1503 Ruy Lorenco Ravasco fired the cannons of his 

ship upon Zanzibar until the local sultan agreed to pay tribute to the King of Portugal and 

become a Portuguese Subject.  Certain cities resisted and were periodically sacked by the 5

Portuguese who eventually occupied and constructed forts to control the cities. The most 

notable of these is Fort Jesus in Mombasa completed in 1599. 

The Portuguese were not able to maintain their hold over the region’s trade and 

eventually Omani Arabs reasserted their dominance in the region forcing the Portuguese 

region of influence to shift southwards towards modern day Mozambique. The Omani 

Sultanate would control Zanzibar and hold sway in the region at large until the 19th century 

and the entry of other European colonial powers to the region. During the 1820’s Sultan 

Seyyid Said encouraged Arabs to set up clove plantations on the islands of Zanzibar and 

Pemba and went so far as in 1840 to move the capital of the Omani Sultanate itself to these 

spice islands.  During the 19th century (as well as prior centuries) the slave trade grew to its 6

height in East Africa. Enslaved Africans brought from the interior were shuttled through the 

ports on the Coast of East Africa before coming to Zanzibar and being shipped away to 

locales across Asia.  This trade peaked in the 1860’s with up to 70,000 enslaved Africans 7

leaving through these ports annually. The slave markets of Zanzibar were officially closed 

5Ibid., 140. 
6 Ibid., 257. 
7 Ibid. 
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only in 1873 under the increasing influence of the British in the region.  At the same time, 8

this trade in humans was being overtaken by the increasing trade of ivory and other goods to 

the now industrialized markets of Europe.   9

The Scramble for Africa by European Colonial powers is perhaps best marked by the 

Berlin Conference of 1884-5. This Conference loosely set up principles for European 

powers to control their own effectively occupied areas in Africa with a mutual agreement to 

recognition by other European powers.  Germany under Otto Von Bismarck quickly 10

declared its own control of mainland Tanzania, under the name German East Africa. The 

Germans controlled and administered German East Africa through local governors and 

military force. The German government took over administration of the region in 1891 from 

the German East Africa Company originally incorporated by Karl Peters. The German 

Colonial regime did not find a receptive audience among the Africans of the region. In 1888 

a stretch of land was ceded from the Omani Sultanate to the Germans as well as the right to 

fly the German flag alongside the Sultan’s in the area.  The flying of this flag alongside 11

growing discontentment over Germans taking power lead to rioting at Tanga, Pangani, and 

Bagomoyo. These riots turned into open revolt as leaders across the highlands of the 

country further to the interior joined in fighting the Germans.  A member of the El Harthi 12

family of Zanzibar named Bushiri bin Salim lead the revolt joined by Chief Mkwawa of the 

Hehe people in Southern Tanzania. The German Imperial Government sent troops and 

8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
10 Ibid., 315. 
11 C. P. Kirby, East Africa: Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania, Countries of Today (London: Benn, 
1968), 31. 
12 Ibid. 
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quickly defeated the rebelling forces. This resulted in the retaking of cities that were attacked 

by Bushiri and eventually his capture and execution by hanging. This rebellion prompted the 

German government to take control of governing the region from the German East Africa 

Company. Hostilities erupted again in response to the brutal development policy of the 

Germans attempting to make the colony productive economically for the German empire. In 

1905 the Maji Maji War erupted starting at a cotton plantation making use of forced African 

labor. The Germans dispatched two cruisers and a company of Marines to put down the 

revolt, but the resistance quickly turned into a guerilla war lasting until 1907. The Germans 

were brutal in their repression of villages and people who aided the rebelling forces burning 

farms and villages and slaughter livestock.   13

As WWI erupted in Europe East Africa served as its own theatre with a majority of 

Africans as well as South Asians brought to the region by the British to build railways fought 

campaigns across British and German East Africa. This ended ultimately with a German 

defeat in Europe and the still functioning but heavily outnumbered German forces in East 

Africa surrendering. This was the end of German East Africa. At this point German East 

Africa and British East Africa became respectively Tanganyika and Kenya following the first 

world war. Parts of former German East Africa had borders redrawn with the final territory 

occupied by Great Britain encompassing the same space as mainland Tanzania today.   14

The British Colonial Office took charge of the new colony following a more 

reserved model of colonial policy in governing.  In the Interwar years, the Tanganyikan 15

13 Ibid., 32.  
14 John Iliffe, A Modern History of Tanganyika, African Studies Series ; [25] (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1979), 347. 
15 Ibid., 262. 
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economy recovered from both famine after the first world war and the spread of the Spanish 

flu. Through the 1920’s, 30’s, and 40’s population, urbanization, and a plantation economy 

centered around sisal, groundnuts, coffee, and other products took hold.  Colonial policy 16

under the British also continued to evolve during this period as the formal policy of indirect 

rule pioneered in Nigeria was implemented to reform a system of regional administration 

and administrators largely left over from the Germans.  Part of the British implementation 17

of indirect rule was the cultivation of local hierarchies and organizations of Africans. This 

process was at times counterintuitive and was a forced social construction of tribal 

governance at times in places where it had not existed before. Thus the resulting tribes 

within Tanganyika were in part a construct of the British policy rather than a pure reflection 

of historical antecedent.   18

The Great Depression was felt globally with Tanganyika being no exception.  This 19

global economic crisis stunted the export driven economy of the mainland so reliant on 

exporting its goods to European, British, and North American markets. Some amount of 

trade unionism, protectionism, and labor organization occurred during the 30’s and 40’s 

particularly in urban areas, but real change would follow the wake of World War II as the 

waves of decolonization swept across the imperial holdings of the European powers. During 

the depression little actually changed regarding the fundamental structure of Tanzanian 

Colonial society. After WWII a shift occurred with renewed interest in the Colonies from 

Great Britain. The Colonial Office set two policy directives the first aimed at exporting more 

16 
17 Ibid., 320.  
18 Ibid., 331-332. 
19 Ibid., 342. 
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agricultural products from Tanganyika to Great Britain and the other putting Tanzania under 

the status of United Nations Trust Territory with the accompanying onus to show and 

report economic development and movement towards self governance and independence.20

A few different plans for agricultural expansion and even white settlement in the colony 

were attempted in the 1940’s and 50’s with none having lasting impact.  During this period 21

as well, Tanganyikan African elites began organizing more effectively to opposed certain 

colonial policies.  22

TANU and Independence 

In the wake of WWII and with the rise of international self determination arose a 

wave of decolonization around Anglophone and Francophone Africa. Coming from Ghana 

and spreading across the continent, movements for liberation and self determination 

culminated in the creation of independent states across Africa. This wave of political 

movement would manifest in Tanzania under the Tanganyika African National Union.  As 

John Iliffe notes, “TANU was not a local invention but a deliberate imitation of earlier 

nationalist movements elsewhere.”   However TANU was also the result of the predecessor 23

organization the Tanganyika African Association. This Association created in the late 40’s 

was an amalgam of political groups formed by various ethnic groups in regions across 

Tanganyika and came together with the purpose of fighting policy proposals such as 

20 Rodger Yeager, Tanzania : An African Experiment, 2nd ed., rev. and updated., Profiles. 
Nations of Contemporary Africa. (London: Avebury, 1989), 18–19. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Ibid., 21. 
23 Iliffe, A Modern History of Tanganyika, 486. 
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movements by white settlers to bring Kenya and Tanganyika under a single government and 

the use of compulsory labor on public works.  24

The Tanganyikan African Association was fundamentally changed under the 

leadership of Julius Kambarage Nyerere. Elected as president of TAA in 1953, Nyerere was 

31 years old. Nyerere was one of the few Africans who had been able to rise from 

elementary schooling in rural Tabora, to attend Makerere University in Uganda and 

eventually study at Edinburgh University.  During his time in Scotland from 1949-52 25

Nyerere had been influenced by and aligned with Fabian Socialist thought.  Under Nyerere 26

The Tanzanian African Association became TANU and began the process of consolidating 

support across the mainland of Tanzania for independence from great Britain. This mass 

movement mobilized to win elections in the colonial legislature during the 1950’s and 

continued to lobby in the international arena at the United Nations and elsewhere achieving 

Independence in 1961.  

Tanzania and the 60’s 

The 1960’s defined the new nation of Tanzania and brought about the onset of our 

situation in this committee.  The early 60’s brought about a fledgling government and a 

nation with few trained professionals of any kind. The Tanzanians took on a policy of 

nonalignment within the cold war and accepted aid and training from countries in both the 

Eastern and Western Blocs. Tanzania became whole in 1964 after joining with the 

revolutionary Afro-Shirazi Party after’s Zanzibar revolution in 1963. This Union created the 

24 Yeager, Tanzania, 21. 
25 Iliffe, A Modern History of Tanganyika, 508. 
26 Ibid., 509. 
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United Republic of Tanzania. The constitutional arrangement left Zanzibar with their own 

national government but ceded control of foreign policy and international affairs largely to 

the National government based on the mainland. The mainland is only administered by the 

national government and does not have separate representation or local control outside of 

the national government. This regional joining was furthered again in 1967 with the 

formation of the East African Community. The Community was formed to run common 

services like East African Railways and Harbors Corporation, East African Airlines, and 

Telecommunications and mail services between the member states and facilitate regional 

integration. These were not exceptionally new developments and in many ways continued 

the legacy left by the joint British colonial administration of the region during the first half of 

the 20th century.  Until independence, the countries within the East African High 

Commission had shared and external tariff and common currency. 

Through the 1960’s Tanzania has been very active and a large player on the stage of 

Pan-African international politics. Tanganyika and Zanzibar were among the 30 founding 

members of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) founded in 1963 in Addis Ababa. 

From its inception, the Liberation Committee of the OAU dedicated to fighting colonialism 

and white minority rule across the continent was headquartered in Dar es Salaam. Here 

Tanzania has hosted liberation movements in exile from their home countries such as the 

ANC and in rural parts of Tanzania allowed camps and space for the militant branches of 

these liberation movements.  

The first four years of implementing Ujamaa economic policies of nationalization 

and villagization have failed to move quickly and have not as of yet created the large 
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economic growth necessary for long term development. Structurally, the economy is still 

largely reliant on commodity exports and extensive foreign aid. There has been notable 

success in some of the first few villages as to providing basic schooling services and clean 

water, but the vast majority of the rural population remains outside of the Ujamaa villages 

and underserviced.  

The University of Dar es Salaam was established in 1970 but had been operating as 

an Affiliate of the University of East Africa since independence.  It has been a training 

ground and important part of education of Tanzanians and East Africans as well as a hotbed 

for leftist thought on the continent. “The Hill,” as it is called, remains an important site for 

politics in East Africa and Tanzania.  
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EAST AFRICA IN 1971 

Events on the Continent 
 

The relative optimism which marked the wave of independence across Africa in the 

1960’s has given way to a more troubled decade. South Africa and Rhodesia remain powers 

in Southern Africa preventing decolonization as the settler population there maintain 

Western backed white minority regimes. Wars of independence are still being fought against 

Portuguese Colonial rule in Angola and Mozambique. The construction of the 

Tanzania-Zambia railway with vast aid from China is still underway but Zambia remains 

reliant on exporting through the ports of Rhodesia. Coup attempts and the replacement of 

independence era leaders like Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana have swept away much of the 

progressive energy of the continent.  This is the scene of the 1970’s where we begin our 

committee.  

Tanzanian Government & Foreign Policy 
 

It is worth noting at this point the fundamental structure of Tanzania in the realm of 

making policy and the status quo of Tanzanian foreign policy at the outset of the 1970’s.  At 

risk of simplifying the civic institutions too much, the basic function of setting party policy 

fell to TANU structures outside of the government. These party institutions of TANU were 

divided between the Biannual National Conference (BNC), the National Executive 

Committee (NEC), and the Central Committee (CC). The Biannual National Conference 

was the largest, most infrequently meeting, and least important in high level decision making 
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during swift moving political events.  The National Executive Committee was much smaller 27

than the National Conference and met on a regular schedule every three months. At times 

the NEC convened for emergency sessions like that in February of 1971. For the purpose of 

our committee the NEC will be in continuous session. The Central Committee represented 

an even smaller grouping of TANU, but was less focused on policy making than the NEC 

instead focusing on day to day implementation of policy. It was comprised of just the 

highest officials including the President, Vic-President, Secretary General, National 

Treasurer, and a few other appointees.  The NEC will for the purpose of our committee 28

take over the roles of the CC. 

 Each body of TANU was in theory responsible to the report to the larger 

committee above it, but all membership overlapped and those with the most power in 

TANU were those who sat on the NEC and CC. These TANU institutions intermeshed 

with Parliament and the Ministries of government who were all, of course, TANU members. 

The NEC was in practice the most important body for setting national policy. The 

parliament and ministries as well as committees of TANU existed to carry out these policies.

   29

Almost all of Tanzania’s foreign and domestic policy leading into the 1970’s was the 

result of the Arusha Declaration of 1967.  The Arusha Declaration was more than simply a 30

27 Biannual here referring to meeting once every two years. Zuberi Iddi Mwamba, Tanzania, 
Foreign Policy and International Politics (Washington D.C.: University Press of America, 1978), 
27. 
28 Mwamba, 30. 
29 Mwamba, 25–35. Mwamba gives the most detailed account available of the political 
structures behind Tanzanian foreign policy during the 1970’s.  
30 Julius Nyerere, “The Arusha Declaration,” in Ujamaa: Essays on Socialism (Dar es Salaam: 
Oxford University Press Eastern Africa, 1971), 13–37. The Arusha Declaration marked 
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guideline for socialist policies at home, it also expressed values driving Tanzanian foreign 

policy. While there is some historiographical debate and periodization by historians 

regarding the change in Tanzanian foreign policy, almost all recognize the Arusha 

Declaration as foundational to Tanzanian policy from 1967 onwards.  H.M. Othman, a 31

lecturer in the Faculty of Law at The University of Dar es Salaam wrote an article for the 

May 1970 issue of the East Africa Journal, explicating the main policy goals of Tanzanian 

foreign policy as laid out in the Arusha Declaration.  The “triangle principles,” he cites are 32

the three of the twelve “principle aims and objects” laid out in the Arusha declaration.  33

These three verbatim were:  

a) to cooperate with all political parties in Africa engaged in the liberation of Africa; 
b) to see that the Government co-operates with other states in Africa in bringing 

about African unity; 
c) to see the Government works tirelessly towards world peace and security.  34

 
In concluding his article, Othman described Tanzanian foreign policy while guided by these 

principles as being at times a mixed bag. As Othman noted: 

Tanzania has opted for socialism but apart from that “commitment affinity”,[sic] she 

Tanzania’s move to socialist policies of nationalizing key industries and instituting a 
villagization policy for rural development. This whole philosophy was described as African 
socialism and termed Ujamaa. Ujamaa is the Swahili word for family or community– roughly 
translated. Socialism was used as the direct translation of Ujamaa when it appeared in 
government documents published in the Standard. I will use socialism or socialist to describe 
the Tanzanian government policies of controlling national industry for clarity.   
 
31 For more on Tanzanian Foreign policy see: Samuel S. Mushi, Foreign Policy of Tanzania, 
1961-1981: A Reader, ed. K. Mathews (Tanzania Publishing House, 1981) and; Okwudiba 
Nnoli, Self Reliance and Foreign Policy in Tanzania : The Dynamics of the Diplomacy of a New State, 
1961-1971 (New York : NOK Publishers, 1978).  
32 H.M. Othman, “The Arusha Declaration and the ‘Triangle Principles’ of Tanzania Foreign 
Policy,” East Africa Journal 7, no. 5 (1970): 35–42. 
33 Nyerere, “The Arusha Declaration,” 14. 
34 The Arusha Declaration quoted in Othman, “The Arusha Declaration and the ‘Triangle 
Principles’ of Tanzania Foreign Policy,” 35. 
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does not feel much related to the Soviet Union, and regards the latter as an industrial 
developed state having lost touch with the problems of poverty, ignorance and 
disease. Tanzania is a militant anti-colonialist country, but she does not have the 
revolutionism and vigilance that we see in China. She is a member of the 
Commonwealth, but does not agree with Britain on most world issues. She is the 
champion of African Unity, but disregards the majority opinion of the O.A.U. when 
she sees what she regards as a “principle” being sacrificed. This is not just a problem 
of a search for identity. It is a question of expecting others to treat you as you treat 
them.  35

 
Othman’s 1970 article gave a fair analysis of the status quo of Tanzanian foreign policy 

leading into the early 70’s. The firm policies of nonalignment in the Cold War, total 

liberation of Africa,  and socialist development at home were the driving guidelines of 36

Tanzanian foreign policy. 

Crisis of 1971 – Developments to Date 
 
On January 25, 1971 General Idi Amin seized power from then President of Uganda, 

Dr. Milton Obote. The coup d’état occurred while Obote was attending a meeting in 

Singapore of the leaders of the Commonwealth to discuss the hot issue of British arms sales 

to white minority governments in Southern Africa. News of throngs of Ugandans cheering 

in Kampala reached the pages of the New York Times the following day; the headline read: 

“Obote is Ousted by Ugandan Army”  President Nyerere of Tanzania first was informed of 37

the Ugandan coup during a diplomatic visit to India. Indeed, far from East Africa, Nyerere 

was in New Delhi to celebrate Republic Day on January 26th  attending military parade and 

35 Ibid., 41. 
36 Total liberation being a commitment to ending colonial and white-minority rule in Angola, 
Mozambique, South Africa, and Rhodesia. 
37 “Obote is Ousted by Ugandan Army,” New York Times, January 26, 1971, 1, ProQuest 
Historical Newspapers (PQHN).  
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accompanying pageantry.  Nyerere’s diplomatic visit was cut short by the events in Uganda. 38

Before Nyerere even returned to East Africa, the Tanzanian stance on the Ugandan coup 

was already being formulated.  

Obote who along with Nyerere had been attending the Commonwealth Conference held in 

Singapore did not return to Uganda after the coup.   Instead, Obote arrived in Tanzania to a 39

warm welcome from the Tanzanian government. Obote was received at the airport by Vice 

President Kawawa of Tanzania and shuttled away by Rolls Royce.   On the night of the 26th 40

Obote held a Press Conference for the first time since the coup. In the Tanzanian State 

House, the official seat of the Presidency in Tanzania, Obote announced:  

Once more foreign forces have struck and disturbed the peaceful and stable 
development of the African Countries… There is, as I speak now, a serious war in 
Uganda. Fighting is going on in a number of areas. Many people have died in this 
fighting, many people have been murdered in cold blood; the property of a number 
of people has been looted and all these things continue. As I speak now there is no 
peace in Uganda…   41

 
Obote both acknowledged the coup and denied that his own government had lost control. 

According to The Standard, he added, “and there is no question of any takeover” before 

decrying the military leadership’s actions and alleging that the coup was undoubtedly the 

work of foreigners.  In particular Obote identified Israel as a likely source of the coup’s 42

38 “Nyerere attends Parade,” Tanzania Standard, January 27, 1971, 1. Microfilm. It should be 
noted that the Tanzania Standard which had been nationalized in 1970 operated under the 
guidance of the government and TANU. There was some considerable degree of press 
freedom within editorial critique, but the sway of politics was present. 
39 Obote and Nyerere had been significant voices against United Kingdom arms sales to 
Rhodesia at the commonwealth conference. See, Henry Kamm, “Ugandan warns Heath on 
Soviet,” New York Times, January 18, 1971, 5. 
40 “I’ll go back to Uganda –Obote,” Tanzania Standard, January 27, 1971, 1. 
41 “I’ll go back to Uganda –Obote.” 
42 “I’ll go back to Uganda –Obote.” 
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inspiration and support. What Obote deemed a foreign imperialist intervention in Uganda 

loomed under the shadow of the Commonwealth talks where Obote had been advocating 

against British arms sales to South Africa.  

The following day just hours after Nyerere returned to Tanzania, he met with Obote 

to address the situation.  After speaking with Obote, Nyerere made Tanzania’s stance on 43

the military take over in Uganda official. On Thursday January 28th the Tanzanian 

government publicly announced its policy of non-recognition towards Idi Amin’s 

government in Uganda: 

The Government and people of Tanzania unequivocally condemn the purported 
seizure of power by Major-General idi Amin in Uganda. This is an act of treason to 
the whole cause of African progress and African freedom. It would, if consolidated, 
weaken the national independence of Uganda, with inevitable effects upon the 
strength of the whole region, at a time when Africa’s need for unity in opposition to 
the supporters of racialism and colonialism is clear to the meanest of intelligence. 
The enemies of Africa are now rejoicing.  44

 
The official statement went on to maintain support for Milton Obote as the President of 

Uganda while denouncing the possibility of “any intervention by Tanzania in the internal 

affairs of Uganda” and dismissing claims that Idi Amin’s government had made regarding a 

possible Tanzanian invasion.  The Tanzanian statement argued –likely accurately– that the 45

announcements coming from Uganda were an attempt to create support for the new regime 

through fear of external threat and were in reality “so much nonsense.”  The Tanzanians 46

were posturing in every way to support an internal resistance to the new Amin government. 

Belief in an at least moderate resistance to the Amin government in Uganda seemed to be 

43 “Nyerere Back – Talks with Obote Begin,” Tanzania Standard, January 28, 1971, 1. 
44 “Uganda people back Obote,” Tanzania Standard, January 29, 1971, 1. 
45 “Uganda people back Obote.” 
46 “Uganda people back Obote.” 
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one of the fundamental assumptions upon which the Tanzanian’s were working. This hope 

for internal resistance would be matched by similar initiatives on international diplomatic 

stage to prevent Amin’s international recognition.  

While the official government line of non-recognition was a cold shoulder towards 

Idi Amin, the stirrings against Amin were also coming from other parts of Tanzanian society 

and from the organs of Tanzania’s single legal political party, Tanganyika African National 

Union (TANU). There were initially vociferous protests from students at University of Dar 

es Salaam facilitated in part by TANU. Students from “the hill”  held a demonstration which 

turned into a rally to welcome Nyerere when he returned to the country.  Separately, many 47

of the Ugandan students at the University of Dar es Salaam met personally with Obote to 

express their support for him as President of Uganda.  While the reporting on these events 48

in The Standard was slanted, the sentiment of the students’ was likely sincere given the hotbed 

of leftist African thought the University of Dar es Salaam was during the 60’s and 70’s. 

Meanwhile, the youth wing of TANU had released a statement making the government 

comments look comparatively mild. A quote from the head of the Tanzania Youth League 

called Idi Amin’s forces a “neo-colonialist puppet army-police junta…”  The whole of 49

Tanzania’s  political power structure was positioning itself in opposition to Amin and behind 

Milton Obote. 

While the stirrings of pro-Obote sentiment in Tanzania showed Tanzanian solidarity, Obote 

himself began a series of diplomatic visits in the first part of the initial international strategy 

47 “Hill Condems Amin,” Tanzania Standard, January 29, 1971, 1. This was likely facilitated in 
part by the Tanzania Youth League, the youth wing of TANU. 
48 “Uganda Students back Obote,” Tanzania Standard, January 29, 1971, 1. 
49 “Coup dangerous to Tanzania,” Tanzania Standard, January 28, 1971, 3. 
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to undermine Idi Amin’s regime in Uganda. From his new operating home in Tanzania, 

Obote began to travel to neighboring countries in East Africa. He visited Kenya by January 

31st to meet with President Jomo Kenyatta and followed with an excursion to Ethiopia for a 

meeting with Emperor Haile Selassie. On this trip to Ethiopia he traveled alongside 

Zambian Foreign Minister Elijah Mudenda, and a Tanzanian directly from Nyerere’s office, 

Bhoke Munanka.  The meeting with Emperor Haile Selassie was part to the politics 50

attempting to isolate Idi Amin’s government from the international community and official 

diplomatic recognition. These meetings delayed Kenya and other moderate countries in the 

region from quickly accepting Amin’s government. While Tanzania had made the first 

emphatic denunciation of Amin’s coup, public statements from other African governments 

began to be released. Over Radio Mogadishu, President Siyad Barre announced on January 

29, 1971 that the coup was 

a repetition of the invasion of Guinea by foreigners, organized by the imperialists 
and their stooges with the object of causing confusion in the new African 
revolutionary era. It is a crime committed by people who stand for an evil cause and 
who seek to retard the development of the progressive peoples of Africa…  51

This view and denunciation was repeated at a press conference held by the Somali 

Ambassador to Tanzania.  The Somali denunciation was quickly followed by Sekou Touré 52

of Guinea. Shortly after the Portuguese backed coup attempt in Guinea during November of 

1970, Toure issued a denunciation of Amin over Radio Conakry on February 3rd.  This was 53

50 “Obote Returns to Tanzania,” New York Times, February 1, 1971, 6; “Obote flies to see 
Selassie,” Tanzania Standard, February 2, 1971, 1, PQHN.  
51 Colin Legum, ed., Africa Contemporary Record: Annual Survey and Documents 1971-1972, vol. 4 
(New York: Africana Publishing Corporation, 1972), C62. 
52 “Somalia Rejects Amin,” Tanzania Standard, January 30, 1971, 1. 
53 Legum, Africa Contemporary Record: Annual Survey and Documents 1971-1972, 4:C63. 
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followed by on February 5th a denunciation of Amin from President Kenneth Kaunda of 

Zambia over Radio Lusaka.  54

The streak of mostly left leaning African leaders denouncing the coup and in 

Kampala was broken by the announcement on Amin from Britain. On February 5, 1971, the 

same day as Kaunda’s radio address, the British announced their maintenance of diplomatic 

relations with Amin’s government, an act tantamount to formal recognition.  The British 55

endorsement of the Amin government alongside the claims of Israeli interference furthered 

Amin’s perception as a stooge of capitalism and colonialism. Vice President Kawawa of 

Tanzania went so far as to call Amin a “Second Tshombe” referencing the Congolese 

politician Moise Tshombe.   Tshombe was an example of a sellout to Western interests in 56

the eyes of the Tanzanians. A TANU study group focused on the coup published their 

findings in the Standard on February 5th.  Due to the alleged involvement of the Israelis as 

well as praise and support of Amin from the British and South Africans, the Study Group 

announced 

the coup in Uganda is part of the imperialist strategy of subverting our measures of 
nationalization and economic reconstruction undertaken in furtherance of the 
Arusha Declaration. The Imperialists are acting to do away with a President and 
Government who consistently condemn and fight racism and imperialist exploitation 
in Africa and the World over.  57

The coup in Uganda was considered to be brought about by the perceived enemies of 

socialism in Africa and African liberation movements. Our Committee begins here. The 

54 Ibid. 
55 Ibid., C65. 
56 “Amin Second Tshombe – Kawawa,” Tanzania Standard, February 4, 1971, 1. 
57 “Tanu study group statement on Uganda,” Tanzania Standard, February 5, 1971, 2. 
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future is in your hands. 

 

 

POSITIONS 

You will be assigned a character for the duration of this committee. Our President, 

“Mwalimu” Julius Kambarage Nyerere will not be present in the room. Instead, the chair will 

coordinate the committee on his behalf. 

Below is brief introduction to the characters. This is in no way exhaustive. And in fact, you 

will be responsible for carrying out your own independent research into your position and 

figure. 

John Malecela – Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Rashidi Kawawa – Second Vice President/ Prime Minister 
 
Cleopa Msuya – Minister of Finance 
 
Amir Jamal – Minister of Commerce and Industries 
 
Saidi Maswanya – Minister of Home Affairs 
 
Joseph Mungai  – Minister of Agriculture 
 
Wilbert Chagula – Minister of Economic Affairs and Development Planning 
 
Edward Sokoine – Minister of Defence and National Service 
 
Hasnu Makame – Minister of National Resources and tourism 
 
Simon Chiwanga – Minister of National Education 
 
Job Lusinde – Minister of Communications and Transport 
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Musobi Mageni – Minister of Lands, Housing, and Urban Development 
 
Isaeli Elinewinga – Minister of Water Development and Power 
 
Hassan Mwenyi – Minister of Health 
 
Alfred Tandau – Minister of Labour and Social Welfare 
 
Daudi Mwakawago – Minister of Information and Broadcasting 
 
Tawakali Khamis Tawakali – Junior Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 
Geoffrey Mhagama – Junior Minister of Defence and National Service 
 
Mustafa Nyang’anyi – Junior Minister of Health 
 
Robert Ngitu – Junior Minister of Communication and Transport 
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