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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Dear delegates, 

Welcome to la belle France! My name is Ben Press, and I have the great privilege of serving as 

chair of the French Cabinet WWI committee at this year’s Princeton Model United Nations 

Conference. I’m excited to be able to welcome you all to what is sure to be a lively, engaging, 

and—most importantly—fun conference. Over the few sessions we will spend together, we will get 

to know each other and the ropes of Model UN as we face and overcome the challenges France 

faces as Europe sits on the brink of war.   

But before we get into the background of the committee, I’d like to introduce myself. I’m a 

junior in the History Department here at Princeton, and I hail from Vienna, Virginia (famed for 

being home to the most spies per head of almost anywhere), just outside of Washington, DC. 

Outside of PMUNC, I served as deputy captain of Princeton’s Model UN Team, co-chair on the 

Butler College Council, and U-Councilor with the University Student Government. In my free time, 

I think about going to the gym but never do, play golf (very badly), and sleep way more than I 

should. And I make time for watching Westworld and Last Week Tonight with John Oliver, because 

that’s pretty important too.  

As your Chair, my primary objective is to make sure you all have fun. We’ll face some 

crises—some designed by the crisis staff and some of your own making—and will use those 

developments to refine important MUN (and life) skills. Jivahn and I will do our best to make sure 

that the committee is moving along at a pace that works for everyone, and we and I will make sure 

that everyone is included in the committee’s work. I believe that the best committees are ones where 

the members drive the action, and as such we’ll be looking to you all to bring about the changes that 

will move France’s (and perhaps your own) agenda forward.  

We are looking forward to sharing a great conference with you all, and we couldn’t be more 

excited to share the weekend with you. We hope you enjoy your time here in New Jersey, and I can’t 

wait to meet you all in a few short weeks! A bientôt! 

All the best, 

Ben Press   
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COMMITTEE DESCRIPTION 
 

Bonjour, chers amis! In this committee, which will be geared towards first-time crisis 

delegates, we will be simulating the early days of August 1914 from the perspective of the French 

Cabinet and the French General Staff. In this fast-paced and semi-historical (well, that part is really 

up to you) crisis, we’ll be learning the basics of writing crisis notes, passing committee directives, and 

responding to the ongoing challenges faced by the French Republic as tensions rise and threaten to 

break out into open conflict across Europe. With new technologies and new political forces being 

unleashed on the Continent, you’ll have to decide the most important question of the day: how will 

France respond and save itself from another devastating military defeat? 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

     The Great War of 1914-18 was the most deadly the world had ever seen. Fundamentally altering 

notions of the scale of human conflict, the First World War was the first conflict ever to mobilize all 

of the world’s great powers in a state of total war. With casualties reaching well over 40 million, the 

world saw what new military technology was capable of. Poison gas, tanks, airplanes, and machine 

guns, among many other innovations, signaled the warfare of the future; yet the commanders on the 

battlefield were only able to employ the tactics of the past, leading to death and destruction on an 

unimaginable scale. The War would come to be defined not by decisive victories, but by 

interminable stalemates along fronts hundreds of miles long; battles were no longer about seizing 

strategic objectives, but about killing as many enemies as possible. Such was the horror of the new 

model of war, which nobody could have predicted when it broke out in July and August of 1914.  

The First World War arose out of a complex system of alliances, longstanding enmities, 

contentious geopolitical claims, and resurgent nationalisms that came to define European politics in 

the late 19th and early 20th century. Its causes are indubitably complex, and there is no agreed-upon 

reason for why World War I broke out why it did. Indeed, many of the leaders experiencing it in real 

time were shocked by how it all unfolded. Since the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71, diplomats 

across Europe had been feverishly working to avoid the sort of all-out conflict that many felt was 

inevitable as competition for empire and influence across the globe ran rife among the so-called 

great powers; namely, France, England, Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Tsarist Russia. Ever since 

Napoleon had dominated Europe in the first decade of the 19th century, diplomacy had been about 

maintaining a balance of power between European states, through constructing alliances and 
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resolving longstanding territorial claims that might cause war to break out. However, with the 

formation of a unified German state-- dominated by the former Prussian kingdom, known for its 

militarism-- the balance of power began to shift irreversibly towards a resurgent Germany. Two clear 

blocs emerged: the Entente Powers, including the United Kingdom, France, and the Russian 

Empire; and the Central Powers, including Austria-Hungary and Germany. As systems of alliances 

morphed and evolved to adapt to Germany’s growing power and new geopolitical developments, 

every major European country became tangled in a complex web of commitments and mutual 

defense pacts that, like dry wood in a forest, would light up in conflict immediately when the 

smallest spark arose. 

That spark came on June 28, 1914, with the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 

Austria, the heir to the Austro-Hungarian imperial throne, in Sarajevo. Murdered by a Serbian radical 

ultranationalist named Gavrilo Princip, the Austro-Hungarians demanded justice and retribution 

from the Serbian government; sending them an ultimatum that demanded everything from an 

Austrian led commission of inquiry on the murder to government suppression of nationalist 

propaganda, the Serbians agreed to nine out of ten of the powerful Austrians’ terms (they only 

refused the Austrian leadership of a murder investigation, given they were already leading one).  1

Diplomacy across Europe was at a fever pitch, but despite this seeming accommodation, the 

Austrians-- with the full support of their ally, Germany--declared war on Serbia on July 28, two days 

ago.  Serbia’s ally, Russia, declared full military mobilization immediately afterwards, as they are 2

under extraordinary pressure to join their fellow Slavs in the fight against the Germans and 

Austrians. Trying to avoid the breakout of a continental war, Germany sent Russia an ultimatum this 

1 http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/austrianultimatum.htm 
2 http://www.firstworldwar.com/origins/julycrisis.htm 
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morning-- July 30th, 1914-- asking them to stop their mobilization or face the inevitability of a 

declaration of war. In the event that they declare war, France will be obliged to join in under its 

treaty obligations with the Russian Empire, its ally. The world watches to see what Russia and 

France will do.  

As the leaders of the French cabinet, regrouping leaders of the government, the military and 

other important organizations beginning on the 30th of July, 1914, it is up to you to collectively 

determine how to respond. You are not bound by history, and indeed the committee staff hope that 

you will blaze your own paths-- within the confines of reasonable historical limitations (so no jet 

fighters just yet!). We have designed this committee with beginners in mind, so while working 

through the challenges of great power conflict we will also be giving instruction and guidance in the 

basics of crisis committees, including writing crisis notes, parliamentary procedure, and writing 

directives. With that said, we have high expectations for your performance, and we hope that you 

will eagerly commit yourselves to resolving this crisis. Your committee staff, along with the entire 

world, are eagerly awaiting your actions, which has the potential to determine the course of world 

history. 
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HISTORY OF THE TOPIC (FRANCE, 1914) 
 

     Much of the geopolitical landscape of Franco-German relations can be traced back to the end of 

the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71. Ending in France’s humiliating defeat after Emperor 

Napoleon III’s capture and surrender at the Battle of Sedan, the War resulted in the Prussian King, 

Wilhelm I, declaring a unified German Empire (previously, Germany had been nothing more than a 

loose confederation of dozens of principalities and small kingdoms, with Prussia being by far the 

most dominant of all of them). France, on the other hand, saw its Empire fall, replaced by the Third 

Republic, a parliamentary system under a new constitution marked by cabinet governance and a 

prime minister. Moreover, Germany, in the Treaty of Frankfurt, seized over 1,600 villages in Alsace 

and Lorraine, two contested regions in France’s east, provoking a deep resentment of Germany in 

France, who felt that they had stolen those two provinces.   3

In the following years, both France and Germany-- along with most of the other major 

European powers-- put aside their ambitions in Europe in exchange for focusing on Africa. Between 

1880 and 1914, Germany, France, the UK, and others would seize huge swathes of African territory, 

seeking to establish resource-rich colonies that could feed their growing domestic industries. This 

so-called Scramble for Africa gave a boost to the economic markets of each country, but provided 

more substance for conflict, and war almost broke out multiple times over faraway settlements (as in 

the Fashoda Crisis of 1898, which almost brought England and France to war). Aside from material 

capital, the imperial powers used the colonies as sources of labor, including for feeding their armies. 

Adding to the possessions gained under earlier regimes, including Algeria, the Third Republic seized 

3 “Franco-German War.” Encylcopedia Brittanica. Web. 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Franco-German-War#ref179094 
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virtually all of North and West Africa, from modern-day Tunisia to the Congo, along with 

Madagascar. All told, the French empire was over 4 million square miles of land area, providing a 

huge source of imperial pride and raw materials for the French industrial machine. 

 

 

 4

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognizing that a reunified Germany, bolstered by colonial possessions and a unified, 

populous, and resource-rich territory in the center of Europe, would pose an existential threat to the 

balance of power, France sought out alliances with the other powers in Europe-- namely, Great 

Britain and Russia-- to try and isolate the Germans. This came to fruition with the signing of a 

Franco-Russian Alliance in 1894, and was furthered with the 1904 Entente Cordiale, which linked 

France and Britain. The three parties were then aligned under the Triple Entente, signed in 1907, 

4 (From New World Encyclopedia, URL: http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/File:ColonialAfrica_1914.png) 
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forming a bloc of three major powers opposed to Germany. While each power was reluctant to go 

to war to defend the others, they realized that collective strength was necessary to stop a resurgent 

Germany from asserting itself throughout Europe at other countries’ expense. 

Domestically, anger at Germany was a central tenet of French politics. Through the Dreyfus 

Affair and subsequent political scandals, the French populace bore a great deal of anger against 

Germany, and many politicians had to campaign on anti-German platforms. Once in the National 

Assembly, however, politicians often found it hard to accomplish anything at all, given the difficulty 

in taking action when the parliament had to take action collectively and without a strong executive. 

With most authority vested in the National Assembly, France’s legislature, governments rose and fell 

with a striking frequency-- indeed the cabinet prior to this one only lasted four days. The 

constitution, trying to avoid giving too much power to the executive, weakened the Prime Minister 

and left the National Assembly in charge of most affairs; thus, action in the Cabinet must be 

collective and reach consensus, or else the government might fall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 
 



[WWI FRANCE] PMUNC 2018 

CURRENT SITUATION 
 

     The government’s position is weak. The new Prime Minister, Rene Viviani, has been on the job 

for barely two weeks, after the previous government fell four days after taking office. In the recent 

elections, the left-wing Radical Party swept to victory, bringing in a new government that has yet to 

establish a sure footing. Prime Minister Viviani faces significant domestic questions at home, 

including ensuring the stability of the economy in the event of war. He is also under pressure to 

declare a general mobilization so the country can be on a war footing in the event that anyone 

declares war on the Republic. Moreover, there is significant disagreement among the French 

populace as to whether any such war is warranted, or if the country is even capable of waging it. 

Morale is low among the population, though the desire to regain Alsace-Lorraine is a rallying cry for 

many.  

The economy is strong, but any conflict with Germany will inevitably affect our industrial 

base in the Northeast, including mining industries and industrial production. Workers are very 

nervous that the conflict could result in the breakout of famine, and reports indicate that some 

villagers in the region have begun striking in anticipation of the government leading the nation into a 

violent conflict.  

Below, you may find updates from the General Staff and the Foreign Ministry on the 

military and diplomatic situation of the Republic.  

a) Military Forces (January 1914) : France’s army is one of the finest in Europe. Although we 5

cannot match the sheer numerical power of our Russian allies, we have a large standing 

army, sophisticated technology and a vast colonial Empire upon which we can draw 

5 http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWinFrance.htm  
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resources and manpower. Our navy is strong, though it is smaller and less avant-garde than 

both Britain and Germany’s as we have not developed the advanced dreadnoughts as these 

nations have. We are however the dominant power in the Mediterranean, since the British 

have concentrated their naval forces along the English Channel and in the Atlantic. Our air 

force is one of the most technologically advanced in Europe, which will help with 

reconnaissance and delivering supplies. We currently have 770,000 people mobilized in our 

army with a further 46,000 recruits from our colonies; these numbers will surely increase 

should we conduct a large-scale conscription of our citizens. Most of our troops are 

stationed along France’s Eastern border with Germany. 

Military Forces of Key Nations, January 1914 

Country  France  6 Britain  7 Russia  8 Germany  9 Austria-Hungary  10

Aircraft  11 160  110  300  246  35 

Airships  4  6  11  11  1 

Army Size  816,000  247,000  N/A  700,000  N/A 

Battleships  19  29  4  20  16 

Cruisers  32  195  10  30  5 

Destroyers  86  200  21  N/A  18 

Submarines  34  N/A  11  40  5 

Torpedo Boats  115  N/A  50  N/A  0 

Dreadnoughts  0  18  0  17  0 

6 http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWinFrance.htm  
7 http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWinBritain.htm  
8 http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWinRussia.htm  
9 http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWinGermany.htm  
10 http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWinAustria.htm  
11 http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWaircraft.htm  
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b) Foreign Relations: Allies and Antagonists: 

Current Allies: 

- Great Britain : Although our nations have been archenemies for much of history, 12

the Entente Cordiale we signed with our neighbors in 1904 settled many of our 

territorial disputes. Britain is the world’s largest colonial Empire and a mighty 

military power. Both of our nations have been somewhat isolated on the 

international stage; although we do not have a history of cooperation, Britain realizes 

the same threat in Germany’s rise, and is willing to work with us to maintain both 

our nation's’ security and worldwide influence. 

- Russia: Russia has historically been one of our strongest allies. In 1894, our nations 

signed the Franco-Russian Alliance , in which we promised to mobilize 1.3 million 13

soldiers to defend Russia should they be attacked by Germany (or Austria-Hungary 

with German support). In return, the Tsar has guaranteed no fewer than 700,000 

men to support us should Germany (or Italy with German support) attack us. Our 

two nations militaries are closely aligned, and many French banks have invested in 

Russian companies . In addition, France has a strong cultural influence in Russia, 14

with French being the official language of the Tsar’s court, and with 12,000 French 

citizens living there. Overall, we have very strong military, cultural and economic ties 

with Russia, and even though it was defeated by Japan in 1905, it remains a powerful 

player in Eastern Europe. 

12 https://www.britannica.com/event/Entente-Cordiale  
13 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Dual-Alliance  
14 https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/french-influence-russia  
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- Finally, do not forget France’s vast colonial empire. Although the territories you 

control aren’t currently hostile, and are providing your nation with a significant 

amount of wealth and worldwide influence, this could always change should these 

people choose to revolt. On the other hand, should they remain appeased and 

benevolent towards you, they can be an impressive source of raw materials, 

manpower and global influence. 

Current Adversaries: 

- Germany : Although Germany’s colonial Empire pales in comparison to our own 15

and Britain’s, Germany is on the rise. Their participation in international trade and 

their domestic production of coal have increased by a factor of four since 1880, and 

they have been quickly building up their armed forces, to the point where its navy is 

surpassed in scale only by Britain’s. Tensions between our two countries have been 

high ever since Germany wrongfully deprived us of our rightful provinces of Alsace 

and Lorraine, and formed the Triple Alliance with Italy and Austria-Hungary in 1882. 

With every second we delay, the German machine of war gets stronger, and it is 

already a fearsome foe. 

- Austria-Hungary : Although this nation does not pose the same threat as Germany, 16

it remains a formidable European power. A large and diverse nation, 

Austria-Hungary has decided to align itself with Germany and Italy for fear of a 

Russian invasion. The Triple Alliance Pact the three nations signed guarantees their 

mutual support should we ever attack one of them. 

15 http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWinGermany.htm  
16 http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWinAustria.htm  
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Unclear: 

- USA : With a population of over 100 million, the USA is a mighty industrial, 17

economic and military power, whose support in a war would be of great benefit to 

us. The USA has extremely strong ties with Britain, and the long history of 

cooperation between our two nations makes them a plausible ally. At the same time, 

the USA has a very large population of German and Austrian descent, and the 

current public opinion strongly supports a policy of strict neutrality and 

non-intervention. 

- Ottoman Empire : A declining power, the Ottoman Empire recently lost most of its 18

European territory during the Balkan Wars, and is eager to reclaim it. Its trade with 

Germany is considerable, but still lags behind its trade with France, Britain and 

Austria-Hungary, and our two nations bear no significant history of animosity. That 

being said, the Ottoman Empire does have many disputes with our ally Russia, which 

may push it to align with the Central Powers should we stand by our ally. 

- Italy : Although it is a member of the Triple Alliance, Italy’s allegiances are quite 19

nuanced. It is reliant on both Germany and on Russia for agricultural imports, and a 

large portion of its population is not pleased with the terms of the Triple Alliance. As 

of now, its military remains rather untrained; however depending on the choices we 

make Italy could become a major ally or enemy. 

 

 

17 http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWinUSA.htm  
18 https://www.britannica.com/place/Ottoman-Empire/The-empire-from-1807-to-1920#ref44422  
19 http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWinItaly.htm  
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COUNTRY / PEOPLE POLICY 
 

     Concerning the different political alignments, the crisis staff will keep you updated on how the 

world’s alliances are shifting. These will start out by following the historical patterns, however, 

depending on the actions taken by this committee, the balance of power may alter significantly from 

the real history. (The more it does so, the more interesting and less predictable things will be). This 

committee will, at the start of the conference, represent an assembly of influential and promising 

French leaders of very diverse backgrounds dedicated to serving France. As time goes on, you may 

change your headquarters, be forced underground, or even be split up geographically. 
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KEY TERMS 
 

- Plan 17 : A French military plan to launch a massive offensive into Germany’s industrial 20

areas via the frontier provinces of Alsace and Lorraine. 

- Triple Alliance : A treaty between Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy that has been 21

consistently renewed since 1882, stipulating that: 

● If France attacks Italy, Germany and Austria-Hungary shall retaliate against us. 

● If France attacks Germany, Italy shall retaliate against us. 

● If Russia attacks Austria-Hungary, Italy shall remain neutral. 

- Triple Entente : An alliance between France, Britain and Russia. It developed through 22

separate alliances between each of the member countries: France and Britain had signed the 

Entente Cordiale in 1904; Britain and Russia signed the Anglo-Russian Entente in 1907; and 

France and Russia had long been allies, formalizing their agreement in the Dual Alliance of 

1894. 

- National Assembly- France’s parliament, in which most governing authority is vested. 

Divided authority between the Chamber of Deputies (lower house) and the Senate (upper 

house).  

- Alsace-Lorraine: Two provinces in France’s eastern region that are contested with Germany. 

The two have changed hands many times, including most recently in 1870 when the 

Germans seized them in the Franco-Prussian War.  

 

20 https://www.lermuseum.org/first-world-war-1914-18/1914/schlieffen-plan-and-plan-xvii-aug-1914  
21 https://www.britannica.com/event/Triple-Alliance-Europe-1882-1915  
22 https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/modern-europe/treaties-and-alliances/triple-alliance-and-triple-entente  
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KEY QUESTIONS 
 

1) What issues would my character support, and which would he/her oppose? Although you must keep 

your character’s particular interests in mind, you do have a lot of flexibility when deciding 

how they should act provided that you remain consistent with your stances. Remember that 

history need not play out as it has. Also don’t forget that it you are allowed to publicly 

support an issue in committee but privately act differently via crisis notes. 

2) How will our committee’s decisions benefit the French Republic? Your priority first and foremost is the 

welfare of the citizens of France. You want to provide the French Republic with the wealth, 

high living standard and international prestige it deserves; however it may prove impossible 

to satisfy all these goals simultaneously… 

3) Which alliances are most likely to benefit France? Will maintaining your friendship with the United 

Kingdom and Russia be most beneficial for your nation, or would it be better to 

compromise with the Allied Powers? Questions such as this have no right or wrong answer, 

and will instead be up to your character to determine for themselves. 

4) War or peace? While war seems inevitable, the cabinet may decide to take extreme measures to 

avoid entering the brewing conflict. If you choose to go this route, how much are you 

prepared to sacrifice?  

5) What options do I have to accomplish my objectives? Remember, any problem can have many 

solutions: economic, military, political… For both committee resolutions and your personal 

crisis notes, try to combine different options to accomplish your objectives. Don’t hesitate 

the be creative (albeit realistic) - we will try to facilitate your crisis plans as much as possible! 
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6) Know your topic: this committee is unlikely to strictly follow the course of history, so don’t 

worry too much about knowing obscure details of World War I. More important, however, 

is having a thorough understanding of each country and individuals’ motivations, and what 

means they are likely to use to attain them. Although a flawless understanding of history is 

not required by any means, knowing how things played out will be a good indication of each 

actor’s motivations, and a likely source of inspiration. If you have questions at any time, 

please don’t hesitate to email your chair or crisis director, or ask us in person at the 

conference.  
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CHARACTER LIST 
 

- Guillaume Apollinaire : Apollinaire is a famous French poet who is revolutionizing 23

French literature. He has significant following among the French public, who love his work. 

Although neither of his parents were French, he is very patriotic, and recently joined the 

French army as a Second Lieutenant. 

- Augustin Boué de Lapeyrère : Previously a politician, de Lapierre was recently appointed 24

Commander in Chief of France’s Mediterranean navy. He pushed for France to build large 

battleships instead of focusing on submarine warfare. He will be a crucial actor in protecting 

our supply lines and defending our nation and our colonies should naval warfare break out 

in the Mediterranean. 

- Joseph Caillaux : France’s current Minister of Finance, Caillaux is a strong proponent of 25

introducing an income tax, and enacted many reforms to our economic system. He is an 

ardent pacifist, and is very reluctant to start a war with Germany. When he was serving as 

Prime Minister in 1911, he averted a war with Germany by ceding some of our colonial 

territory in Cameroon. Despite being a controversial figure in French politics, Caillaux is an 

expert on the French economy, and has significant influence in France’s small but vocal 

pacifist movement. 

23 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Guillaume-Apollinaire  
24 http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/delapeyrere.htm  
25 http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/caillaux.htm  
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- Alfred Capus : A French writer, playwright and journalist, Capus was recently elected to 26

the Academie Francaise, and is currently the editor in chief of the Figaro newspaper. He is 

extremely patriotic towards our nation, which is reflected in his writing. 

- Georges Clemenceau : Clemenceau is currently a vocal member o the Senate’s 27

Commission for Foreign Affairs and the Army. Known for his strong and often 

controversial political views, has used his strong connections with the French media to 

criticize politicians on both ends of the political spectrum, to accuse and next defend officer 

Alfred Dreyfus, and to lobby against over expanding our colonial empire. He has served as 

the French Minister of the Interior; since his resignation, he recently travelled around South 

America to defend the importance of democratic values. Although the two have clashed 

extensively, he shares Poincaré's’ patriotism and scepticism of Germany. 

- René Viviani : Currently our Prime Minister, Viviani is an experienced politician and 28

lawyer. He is a leader of the French Socialist movement with strong ties to Jean Jaures, and 

served as the Minister for Labor under Georges Clemenceau’s government. He is well 

connected in French politics, particularly to socialist leaders, and, despite only having been in 

the job for two weeks, has the confidence of the National Assembly. 

- Marie Curie : Although she was born in Poland, Curie is one of France’s leading scientists. 29

She and her late husband Pierre identified some strange process called radioactivity, and she 

recently discovered some new elements called polonium and radium. To acknowledge her 

contributions, she was awarded two Nobel prizes. Curie is well connected with the leading 

26 http://www.academie-francaise.fr/les-immortels/alfred-capus  
27 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Georges-Clemenceau  
28 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Rene-Viviani  
29 https://www.biography.com/people/marie-curie-9263538  
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scientific community, and her brilliance in this domain might be useful for France should a 

war break out. 

- Ferdinand Foch : Currently in charge of the 20th Army Corps by our frontier with 30

Lorraine, Foch is an experienced military leader. He has served as a technician and a 

cavalryman in our army, and spent several years teaching at the Ecole Supérieure de Guerre, 

where he formulated his own military doctrine and wrote two books on military strategy. He 

is soon expected to retire, but Foch’s extensive experience and anger at the German 

occupation of our Eastern provinces makes him an important player in France’s defense. 

- Joseph Gallieni : Gallieni recently retired from the French army. He is one of our most 31

experienced commanders: he has served the French military in Indochina, and as the 

Governor of Sudan and of Madagascar, where his intelligent actions were appreciated both 

by the local population as well as by the French government. He has extensive connections 

in our colonies and in our military, and is a capable leader despite his old age. 

- Charles-Edouard Dupont : An expert in the study of the German military, Colonel 32

Dupont leads the Deuxieme (Second) Bureau, France’s external military intelligence office. 

Colonel Dupont has travelled extensively in Germany, including in Prussia, on a staff ride to 

inspect German fortification building. Considered one of the leading experts on German 

strategy, he evaluates and reports on intelligence gathered from sources within and without 

Germany.  

30 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ferdinand-Foch  
31 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Joseph-Simon-Gallieni  
32 https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Joseph_Dupont 
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- Roland Garros : Previously a music aficionado, Garros recently discovered he had a 33

passion and a natural talent at flying aircraft. He has set various flying records, and enjoys 

brainstorming ways to improve aircraft design. Until recently he was a professor of military 

aviation in Germany; however due to the rising tensions between our nations he recently 

returned to France. 

- Joseph Joffre : One of the masterminds behind our nation’s Plan 17, Joffre was recently 34

promoted to the Commander in Chief of France’s armies. He fought in the Franco-Prussian 

War of 1870, and has served in the French military across our colonial Empire. He is renown 

for the work he did to solidify our ties with our ally Russia. Although he has had somewhat 

limited field command experience, he is an extremely capable strategist and logistical 

commander. 

- Louis Malvy : Malvy is a leader in the Radical Party who is currently the Minister of the 35

Interior. He has strong ties with several controversial politicians such as Joseph Cailloux, and 

has influence in the labor unions. Although he is not a diehard pacifist, Malvy is know to 

have supported pacifist movements in the past, and has proven himself willing to work with 

both sides of the aisle. 

- Alexandre Millerand : A leader in the Socialist Party, Millerand is the current Minister of 36

War. He has supported integrating airplanes in the French armed forces, and restructured 

much of our military command chain. Millerand has strong ties with socialist leaders, and, 

33 http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/garros.htm  
34 https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/joseph-joffre  
35 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Alexandre-Millerand  
36 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Alexandre-Millerand  
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having previously served as the Minister of Commerce, has experience dealing with logistical 

issues and maintaining popularity with the labor force. 

- Philippe Petain : A colonel in the French army who was recently given command of a 37

brigade, Petain is a somewhat controversial commander. On one hand, he is a very 

experienced leader due to his many years in the French military and his having attended the 

prestigious Saint-Cyr military academy, and is extremely popular with the men under his 

command. On the other hand, he has often clashed with the French army leadership due to 

his promoting an overly defensive military strategy, which is why he has advanced through 

the ranks slower than normal. 

- Raymond Poincaré : The recently elected President of France. Poincaré is an experienced 38

politician who has served in both the Chamber of Deputies and the French Senate. Until 

recently, he was simultaneously France’s Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, where he took 

steps to promote France’s security by strengthening the Franco-Russian Alliance and 

solidifying our friendship with Britain in order to protect our nation from the rise of 

Germany. A strong patriot, Poincaré is committed to the French nation remaining unified 

and to the welfare of its citizens. 

- Pierre Roques : Currently the commander of the French 12th army corps, Roques is most 39

known for being the creator and the mastermind behind our mighty air force. He is 

responsible for having devised much of the air force’s organizational structure, and for 

creating common sense procedures for our pilots to follow. A good friend of Joffre, Roques 

37 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Philippe-Petain  
38 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Raymond-Poincare  
39 http://www.militarian.com/threads/pierre-auguste-roques-creator-of-the-french-air-force.8153/  
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was initially an engineer, and remains appreciated in many of our colonies for his work in 

improving infrastructure and living conditions. 
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