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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Dear delegates, 
 

Welcome to PMUNC 2018! My name is Alis Yoo, and I will be the chair of SOCHUM this 
year. Just a little about me: I’m from Palisades Park, New Jersey. I’m a senior in the History 
department, focusing on 19th century Asian American history. I am the President Emeritus of the 
International Relations Council, the umbrella organization that oversees all things Model UN at 
Princeton, including PMUNC. This is my fourth year with PMUNC; I was a delegate in UNHRC my 
senior year of high school and have been staffing since I entered college. 

With that in mind, I know what it’s like to be a delegate at PMUNC. It’s a competitive 
conference, especially in the General Assembly committees, and it can be daunting for someone 
who’s still learning the ropes of Model UN. I hope that everyone will keep that in mind and 
contribute to positive, collaborative discussion. Good diplomacy, not aggression, will be rewarded. I 
want this to be a learning experience first, a time for you to learn about the intricacies of 
international political matters, but also about how to act as a leader among your peers. I’m looking 
forward to hearing the ideas you put forward and the discussion you generate. Though the topics 
appear at first glance to be solely a matter of organizing humanitarian aid logistics and minimizing 
the drug trade, solutions must take into account a mix of complex national and global politics, 
uncooperative and sometimes antagonistic non-state actors, and even seemingly uncontrollable 
factors like natural disasters. 

Topic A, preventing human rights abuses in prisons, is an injustice present in all countries, 
no matter their economic development or political reputation. The cause of human rights abuses in 
prisons spans all aspects of government, from the correctional officer to the country’s leader. In 
order to restore the rights of detained persons, you must confront the political motivations, lack of 
resources, and dehumanization of detained persons in your country and in the global community. 
Topic B, preventing the persecution of journalists, will require you to negotiate with conflict-ridden 
regions and government determined to shield their people, or those of other countries, from the 
truth. The murder and imprisonment of investigative journalists and state inhibition of productive 
media environments are matters of paramount importance in the matter of free speech, a tenet 
included in almost all constitutions. You are tasked with determining how to prevent undue state 
interference in journalism. 

If I could offer you some advice before the conference, remember to practice speaking as 
much as your research. A confident opening speech that mentions an innovative idea with minimal 
use of reference will help you immensely with developing a bloc and your own leadership skills. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. I look forward to meeting you 
in November! 

 
Sincerely, 
Alis 
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COMMITTEE DESCRIPTION 
 

The mission of the Social, Cultural, and Humanitarian committee (SOCHUM) is to resolve 

social, humanitarian, and human rights issues and realize relevant Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). SOCHUM works to protect absolute human rights, such as freedom of expression and the 

freedom from cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment, as enshrined in the 1948 UN Declaration of 

Human Rights. The committee concerns itself with all forms of social development, and with 

solving instances of social injustice, such as in the criminal justice system and in inhibition of free 

press. You will find that humanitarian issues are intrinsically tangled with local and international 

politics, and sometimes even human nature itself. Though the issues that SOCHUM debates 

inevitably require political and scientific solutions, you should take care to craft resolutions within 

the topical humanitarian framework. 

As a body of the United Nations that is not the Security Council, SOCHUM cannot issue 

commands or actions with binding power. It cannot even use the word “condemn” in resolutions. 

Thus, you should include measures to incentivize timely achievement of the committee’s 

recommendations, and can include clauses that recommend certain countries to do what the 

international community as a standalone coalition does not have the resources or motivation to 

accomplish. That being said, the supremacy of national sovereignty over international 

recommendation should inform how you negotiate with countries who do not share your country’s 

viewpoint. 
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TOPIC A: Preventing Human Rights Abuses in Prisons 
 
Introduction  

In every corner of the world—regardless of a country’s prosperity, form of governance, or professed 

commitment to human rights—detained persons are regularly deprived of their human rights.  In 1

many countries, the entire criminal justice process, from the moment of arrest to release from 

incarceration, is rife with problems that render detained persons vulnerable to the deprivation of 

basic rights. 

The Institute for Criminal Policy Research found that there is an “exponential rise” in the 

use of incarceration, as opposed to diversion into rehabilitation, to punish wrongdoers, regardless of 

how severe their crimes may be.  Even before a sentence is passed, arrestees are detained in prison, 2

sometimes waiting for their court date for years because of overloaded court dockets if they cannot 

afford to pay bail. In prison, detained persons are often subject to mistreatment by correctional 

officers, inhumane punishments like solitary confinement, and deprivation of vital resources like 

medical attention. Some governments even permit the use of torture and indefinite detainment 

without trial.  Specific demographics (e.g. women, racial minorities, LGBTQ persons, youth, and 3

persons with disabilities) can face additional discrimination in prison and may be particularly 

vulnerable to the deprivation of proper accommodations.  

Though many of these problems can be solved by devoting more resources to prisons, 

protecting the rights of detained persons is as much a political maneuver as a logistical one. 

1 https://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/training11add3en.pdf  
2 https://www.dw.com/en/europes-prisoner-suicide-problem/a-36034490  
3 For instance, the United States holds people indefinitely at Guantanamo Bay and through Section 412 of the Patriot Act. The 
Singapore Internal Security Act allows the Singaporean government to hold people indefinitely. In 2007, Switzerland detained 
Mohamed El Ghanem without charge for seven years, only releasing him in 2013. 
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In many countries, people are imprisoned and subject to harsh conditions because of their 

political or religious views, sexual or gender identity, and citizenship status.  Some governments rely 4

on the threat or use of imprisonment and torture to suppress dissenting opinions and maintain a 

political status quo. It will be difficult to convince oppressive governments and states whose human 

rights violations are scrutinized less to commit to the protection of human rights.  

History of the topic  

An international conception of prisoners’ human rights was born in the widespread 

deprivation of civil rights during the World Wars. The world was shocked by established, global 

powers employing the systematic use of slave labor, imprisonment, and torture on prisoners of war 

and civilians based on their race, religion, or political beliefs. From the two World Wars came a 

modern conception of human rights protection through international rules. Though the UN and 

other regional and international bodies have extensively developed a humane understanding of 

prisoners’ rights, none of the following rules are legally binding. 

The history of prisoners’ rights began in 1949 with the Third Geneva Convention. With the 

horrors of war fresh in the international consciousness, nations convened to create a treaty outlining 

the basic human rights of prisoners of war (POW).  The Convention’s provisions define inhumane 5

treatment as, among other conditions: “violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, 

mutilation, cruel treatment; outrages upon personal dignity, in particular, humiliating and degrading 

treatment; [and] the passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions without previous 

judgment.”  It places the burden of protecting POWs’ human rights squarely on the Detaining 6

4 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-libya-security-un/armed-groups-control-libyan-prisons-torture-rampant-u-n-report-idUSKB
N1HH15H  
5 https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/7c4d08d9b287a42141256739003e63bb/6fef854a3517b75ac125641e004a9e68  
6 Ibid. 
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Power, or nation that imprisoned the POWs. Notable responsibilities include being bound to 

provide medical attention to POWs free of charge, communicating to POWs in a language they 

understand, and abstaining from using “physical or mental torture, nor any other form of coercion . 

. . Prisoners of war who refuse to answer may not be threatened, insulted, or exposed to unpleasant 

or disadvantageous treatment.”  7

The UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners was originally adopted in 

1955 by the First UN Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders. It has 

since been revised in 2015 and referred to as the Mandela Rules in honor of the former South 

African President Nelson Mandela. The Mandela Rules have always been a demonstration of “good 

principle and practice in the treatment of prisoners and the management of institutions,” not 

intended to be a model system nor a fixed set of rules.  They cover a detained person’s basic rights 8

(e.g. separate facilities for untried and convicted persons), file management, accommodations, health 

care services, discipline, and other aspects of life in a correctional facility.  9

The Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention and 

Imprisonment (1988), Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners (1990) are all General 

Assembly Resolutions that cover the same rights as the Mandela Rules.   The United Nations 10 11

Standard Minimum Rules for Non-Custodial Measures (1990), or Tokyo Rules, cover the good 

pre-conviction practices that countries should adopt in order to prevent unnecessary detainment and 

better promote societal re-entry for people who become involved in the criminal justice system.  12

The United Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for 

7 Ibid. 
8 https://www.unodc.org/pdf/criminal_justice/UN_Standard_Minimum_Rules_for_the_Treatment_of_Prisoners.pdf  
9 https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/GA-RESOLUTION/E_ebook.pdf  
10 https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/detentionorimprisonment.aspx  
11 https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/basicprinciplestreatmentofprisoners.aspx  
12 https://www.unodc.org/pdf/compendium/compendium_2006_part_01_03.pdf  
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Women Offenders, or Bangkok Rules, complement the above mentioned rules with additional 

insight on the treatment of detained women. Despite the UN and member nations’ repeated 13

affirmation of good prison practice over the 20th century, detained persons’ rights are regularly 

violated in all corners of the world. SOCHUM must find a means to properly enforce these rules 

within the confines of international diplomacy. 

Current situation  

Torture 

159 countries ratified the 1987 UN Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 

or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and yet the use of torture is still widespread.  Not only do 14

destabilized, war-torn countries like Syria implement torture against political dissidents, but 

prosperous, global leaders like the U.S. and China have been known to torture detained persons 

under the guise of enhanced interrogation techniques or under secrecy.    Delegates should not 15 16 17

have a preconception of countries that employ torture based on their GDP or professed 

commitment to democratic ideals. In 2016, footage from the Don Dale Youth Detention Center in 

Australia depicted correctional officers teargassing detained aboriginal adolescents and strapping a 

half-naked, hooded boy onto a chair.  According to U.N. Special Rapporteur on Torture Juan 18

Mendez, he use of hoods, restraints and gas on minors could be a possible violation of international 

accords on torture. SOCHUM must strive to find a conclusive end to the use of torture in prisons 

13 https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/women_and_imprisonment_-_2nd_edition.pdf 5 
14 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Torture/IntDay/2016/Pages/Index.aspx 
15 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2016/08/syria-torture-prisons/ 
16 https://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/04/washington/04interrogate.html 
17 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jan/23/lawyer-torture-china-secret-jails-xie-yang 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/05/13/tiger-chairs-and-cell-bosses/police-torture-criminal-suspects-china  
18 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-australia-prison-inquiry-idUSKCN10A01F 
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and a means of wielding the strength of the international community such that states will no longer 

shift legal goalposts to deprive detained persons of their most intrinsic human rights. 

Solitary confinement 

Since 2011, the Special Rapporteur on Torture has repeatedly told SOCHUM that solitary 

confinement, generally considered to be a practice where an inmate is held in physical and social 

isolation for at least 22 hours a day, “is a harsh measure which is contrary to rehabilitation, the aim 

of the penitentiary system.”  However, many countries still make regular use of long-term solitary 19

confinement. 

Correctional facilities often excuse the use of prolonged solitary confinement by pointing 

out that they lack adequate bed space to provide for all detained persons, that persons with HIV 

should be quarantined, or that there was no other means of separating someone from their abuser. 

Indeed, in 2011, the Special Rapporteur on Torture thought long-term solitary confinement could be 

acceptable if it was to protect someone.  However, prolonged solitary confinement should not be 20

the go-to answer for those problems. Furthermore, it is not uncommon for correctional officers to 

overuse solitary confinement as a punitive measure for relatively minor offenses. 

Solitary confinement exceeding 15 days should be absolutely prohibited, as it leads to lasting 

mental damage and deleterious physical effects in detained persons.  Solitary confinement also has 21

pronounced consequences for minors and people with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, so as 

a punishment, solitary confinement must be meted out judiciously, if it is employed at all. 

 

19 https://news.un.org/en/story/2011/10/392012-solitary-confinement-should-be-banned-most-cases-un-expert-says 
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid. 
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Resource Shortage 

Correctional facilities in the vast majority of countries, even in prison systems that 

emphasize rehabilitation and normalcy, face resource shortages that “simply violate the dignity of 

detainees.”  The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) President Peter Maurer said in 22

2014 that “ICRC president Peter Maurer in 2014: many of the challenges in detention can be traced 

back to a simple, yet fundamental failure to keep prisons and corrections in step with the modern 

world. This is reflected in outdated legislation, practices and buildings, which then result in anything 

from food shortage to overcrowding.”  According to A Human Rights Approach to Prison Management: 23

Handbook for Prison Staff by Andrew Coyle of King’s College London’s International Centre for 

Prison Studies, 22 of which have prison systems holding more than double their capacity, while 

another 28 countries have prisons operating at between 150% to 200% capacity.  Overcrowding of 24

facilities and lacking resources in sanitation, health care, substance dependence treatment programs, 

and mental health treatment set up correctional facilities for failure and abuse of basic rights. 

The detriment of lacking basic resources like access to water and food is obvious, but 

SOCHUM should pay particular attention to ensuring that detained persons around the world have 

access to mental health treatment and other health care resources tailored to their specific needs. 

Incarceration makes detained persons feel vulnerable and stressed: they are far from home, have 

little to no privacy, are constantly monitored and bombarded by unpleasant stimuli (e.g. bright lights, 

reprimand, solitary confinement) that can manifest as physical health problems. To add to the issue, 

detained persons on average have “high rates of psychiatric disorders, and in some countries there 

22 https://www.icrc.org/en/document/annual-conference-international-corrections-and-prisons-association-icpa 
23 Ibid. 
24 http://www.prisonstudies.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/handbook_2nd_ed_eng_8.pdf 
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are more people with severe mental illness in prisons than psychiatric hospitals.”  Europe in 25

particular has a suicide epidemic: the UNODC “suggested in 2014 that suicide among prisoners 

appeared more frequently in Europe than other geographical regions, averaging 62 suicides per 

100,000.”  Sadly, one-third of suicides occurred among detained persons who in pre-trial detention, 26

and were not yet convicted.   27

Though all prison populations require ample mental health resources, there are specific 

groups whose basic medical rights are infringed upon. For instance, detained women who are 

pregnant often suffer life-threatening consequences from medical neglect. In prison, their dietary 

concerns, ante-natal care, and post-natal care are inadequately addressed. Despite shackling during 

labor being expressly forbidden in the Bangkok Rules, it and other unsafe delivery practices are still 

utilized, all of which can prove unsafe or even fatal for the mother and her child.  Another 28

neglected group is detained persons with substance use disorders. Studies have found that 

approximately 25% of detained persons of both sexes have alcohol abuse problems and higher rates 

of drug abuse.  Prisons around the world fail to provide proper treatment options, even though 29

treatment like opiate substitution reduce substance abuse relapse and may even lower recidivism 

rates. Members of SOCHUM should work towards increasing health care resources in manner that 

keeps in mind groups with special needs. States should also keep in mind that resource shortage is 

exacerbated by excessive pretrial detention; delegates should consider the possibility of adjusting 

bail, access to legal representation, and other similar measures in their respective countries. 

 

25 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5008459/ 
26 https://www.dw.com/en/europes-prisoner-suicide-problem/a-36034490 
27 Ibid. 
28 https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/women_and_imprisonment_-_2nd_edition.pdf 19 
29 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5589068/ 
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Correctional Officers 

In addition to a state’s lack of resource provision and harsh punitive laws, abusive and 

apathetic prison staff are one of the primary causes of human rights abuses in prison. Correctional 

officers by nature have authority over detained persons, and some abuse that authority to sexually or 

physically abuse, torture, deprive, or humiliate the people under their care. Such human rights 

violations may be official state policy, behavior that is systematically and implicitly allowed, or purely 

individual whim. This section will analyze potential solutions that may encourage correctional 

officers to maintain a healthy relationship with detained persons that emphasizes their rehabilitation. 

In A Human Rights Approach to Prison Management, Coyle finds that prison staff tend to 

become narrow and inflexible due to their work environment, are held in lower regard than other 

actors in the criminal justice system, and face psychosocial problems that go untreated. All of these 

conditions lead to a worldwide epidemic of apathetic, un- or underqualified prison staff who may 

use detained persons as outlets for their psychological stress.  

According to Coyle, working in “an enclosed an isolated environment” that is separated 

from the “wider society from which their prisoners come and to which they will return” can foster 

prison staff who fail to respect those under their care.  At their extreme, such attitudes can manifest 30

as the casual violation of detained persons’ rights. Furthermore, that prison staff are held in lower 

regard and paid much less than other government employees in the criminal justice system creates 

difficulty in recruiting high quality personnel with the proper attitude to work with detained persons. 

Finally, prison employees are often victim to burnout, alcohol and drug consumption, internal 

30 http://www.prisonstudies.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/handbook_2nd_ed_eng_8.pdf 
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withdrawal and the inability to come to terms with traumatic experiences in daily work. Stressed 

and/or mentally unwell staff understandably face barriers to providing the proper care that detained 

persons require. Thus, member states must ensure that within their respective countries, the local 

and federal governments are selectively recruiting staff, regularly retraining staff in sensitivity and 

crisis resolution, offering them appropriate wages, and offering them therapy. 

Additional consequences for specific groups 

Women 

Though the vast majority of people incarcerated are men, women face particular challenges 

in prison, namely sexual abuse from correctional officers. Harassment can range from verbal abuse 

improper protocol during body searches, or rape and extortion. Detained women may be forced to 

provide sexual services to correctional officers in order to receive vital resources.  Women who 31

have been arrested or convicted of “moral crimes” or LGBTQ women face even more harassment 

from correctional officers.  For many victims of sexual abuse, being in close proximity to their 32

abusers and other correctional officers may render the correctional facility an unsafe, traumatizing 

environment.  For instance, in early 2018 seven correctional officers at the Lackawanna County 

Prison, an American correctional facility, were arrested for sexually abusing detained women, some 

for over a decade. Officials said that the seven men “created a culture of fear and coerced sex,” and 

of staff complicity.  These unaddressed problems culminate in high rates of mental health 33

problems, suicidal tendencies, and substance abuse. The WHO found that detained women are more 

31 https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/women_and_imprisonment_-_2nd_edition.pdf 15 
32 https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/women_and_imprisonment_-_2nd_edition.pdf 15 
33 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/16/us/pennsylvania-prison-guards-sexual-abuse.html  
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likely to have mental health problems than the general population and their male counterparts. 

"Female prisoners are more likely to harm themselves and commit suicide than male prisoners”   34

The UNODC believes that the employment of male officers in female-only correctional 

facilities puts detained women at a higher risk of sexual harassment. Though these issues are by no 

means exclusive to women, nor would all-female staff eradicate the systematic abuse of power 

endemic to law enforcement, SOCHUM should seek nuanced solutions that are cognizant of 

gender-based problems. 

Youth 

Given that children and adolescents are highly impressionable and have yet to reach the 

educational and developmental milestones that will prepare them for adulthood, it is imperative that 

detained minors of compulsory school age retain their right to education and vocational training, as 

outlined in the Bangkok Rules.  Children should not be imprisoned with adults, but stay in 35

youth-only facilities that can provide appropriate educational and vocational resources. According to 

a UN training manual for prison officials, in general, children should not be subject to corporal 

punishment, capital punishment, or life imprisonment without possibility of release. Correctional 

officers in youth detention facilities should not carry weapons.  Article 10 of the 1976 International 36

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights states that accused juvenile persons should be separated from 

adults and detained juveniles should be “segregated from adults and be accorded treatment appropriate to their age 

and legal status.”  Sadly, these rights are often not honored, leaving detained minors around the world 37

without the ability to properly reintegrate into society. 

34 https://www.dw.com/en/europes-prisoner-suicide-problem/a-36034490  
35 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22855&LangID=E  
36 https://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/training11add3en.pdf  
37 https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/CCPR.aspx  
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Even worse, detained minors’ age render them vulnerable to additional mistreatment from 

correctional officers. Some staff take advantage of age and power differentials to inflict bullying, 

sexual violence, and extortion against detained children and adolescents .  Though the obvious 38

solution would be to create additional youth-specific correctional facilities, delegates should keep in 

mind that many facilities lack resources and are overcrowded, problems that stem from the 

systematic use of imprisonment as the first line of punishment.  

LGBTQ 

Even beyond the criminalization of certain genders and sexual identities in some countries, 

LGBTQ persons face heavy discrimination in prison, from both correctional officers and other 

detained persons. The UNODC Handbook on Prisoners with Special Needs found that law 

enforcement agents with discriminatory attitudes treated LGBTQ persons as less credible, more 

deserving of punishment, and less entitled to an equal standard of protection, be it in society or 

detention facilities.  If certain gender or sexual identities are criminalized or highly discriminated 39

against, correctional facility staff and other detained persons may perceive their anti-LGBTQ 

discrimination as morally just. Thus, in many countries and likely in all correctional facilities, 

LGBTQ persons face additional scrutiny, harassment, and threat of sexual abuse. 

Sir Malcolm Evans, Chair of the UN Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture, attributes the 

severe deprivation of rights for LGBTQ persons, to the widespread dearth of prison management 

and staff instruction that is sensitive to the special needs of LGBTQ persons. For instance, courts 

often ignore the gender identity of transgender persons and place transgender women in male-only 

prisons or vice versa. Not only will the transgender person be deprived of a variety of resources (e.g. 

38 http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/documents/wyr11/FactSheetonYouthandJuvenileJustice.pdf 4 
39 https://www.unodc.org/pdf/criminal_justice/Handbook_on_Prisoners_with_Special_Needs.pdf 104 
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gender-sensitive therapy), they will exposed to a high risk of rape, “often with the complicity of 

prison personnel,” said Evans.  The protection of LGBTQ persons against human rights abuses 40

will be difficult to attain worldwide, given that some countries criminalize or refuse to acknowledge 

the gender and sexual identities of LGBTQ persons.  

Country policy  

Africa 

According to the African Prisons Project, detained persons in countries across Africa 

experience a debilitating lack of legal representation, severe overcrowding, with some facilities 

operating at 300% capacity, and lack of resources. Prison staff are sometimes subject to similar 

conditions and resource deprivation as detained persons.  As with prisons in other world regions, 41

overcrowding comes from a high number of detained persons awaiting trial. Two-thirds of the 

18,000 inmates in Uganda have yet to be tried.  In South Africa, it is not uncommon for three 42

people to share one cell meant for single occupancy or for dozens of people to have to share a 

communal cell.  Though conditions are particularly dire in some Central and West African 43

countries, “African prisons [generally] hover near to global average for pretrial detainees.”  44

As with Asian and Middle Eastern prison systems, prisons in African countries that face civil 

and political strife are often resource deprived and most prone to human rights violations. State 

secrecy, weak civil society, and a lack of public interest not only allow the abuse of detained persons 

to persist, but also prevent stakeholders from collecting data to assess correctional facilities.  45

40 https://news.un.org/en/story/2016/06/532932-un-rights-experts-stress-need-protection-lgbt-people-places-detention  
41 https://africanprisons.org/our-work/ 
42 http://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?pid=S1806-64452008000200003&script=sci_arttext&tlng=en 
43 http://www.cnn.com/2013/02/21/world/africa/south-africa-prison-conditions/index.html 
44 http://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?pid=S1806-64452008000200003&script=sci_arttext&tlng=en 
45 Ibid. 
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Asia and the Middle East 

Asian countries have harsh laws on drug use or sales that lead to questionable treatment of 

prisoners. Singapore’s Misuse of Drugs Act dictates that the possession of controlled substances can 

lead to penalties ranging from caning to life in prison to a mandatory death penalty.  One third of 46

Bangladesh’s prison population was involved in drug-related cases.  47

Some countries without sufficient resources for correctional faculties or whose governments 

have questionable human rights records have prison systems that regularly employ torture and 

physical abuse. Kazakhstani prison facilities were holdovers from the Soviet era, when they were 

used as gulags, and are not properly equipped to house people. Said prisons are also staffed by 

correctional officers that have a disregard for the human rights of detained persons.  Though 48

Japanese prisons are noted to be neat and orderly, they often employ draconian rules that take a 

severe psychological toll on detained persons.  49

Like their Asian counterparts, Middle Eastern prison systems, particularly in countries 

embroiled by violent political strife or instability, regularly experience gross human rights violations. 

For instance, U.N. experts found there to be “continued, numerous and consistent allegations of 

widespread torture and ill-treatment of persons deprived of their liberty in all places of detention” in 

Bahrain. It is concerning that due to a seeming “culture of impunity,” few correctional facility staff 

are convicted for such violations.  In Syrian prisons, an estimated 13,00 detained persons were 50

secretly hanged, many in the middle of the night. Detained persons there are often tortured and 

46 https://sso.agc.gov.sg/Act/MDA1973#pr33- 
47 
http://www.unb.com.bd/bangladesh-news/Over-a-third-inmates-in-Bangladeshs-overpopulated-jails-linked-to-drug-cases%C2
%A0/66103 
48 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-10952054 
49 https://www.economist.com/asia/2015/12/03/silent-screams 
50 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-bahrain-torture/u-n-urges-bahrain-to-end-torture-solitary-confinement-idUSKBN1881CY 
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“systematically deprived of food, water, medicine and medical care.”  Though these problems have 51

solutions that lie in a country’s cultural understanding of punishment or the political and economic 

instability they are experiencing, SOCHUM must still strive to enact policies that can work around 

such long-term, overarching conditions. 

Europe 

Some European countries are world renowned for their humane prison system and low rates 

of recidivism, or formerly detained persons returning to prison. Correctional facilities in Germany, 

the Netherlands, and Norway emphasize the rehabilitative nature of prison and normalcy. Prison 

staff include personnel trained in educational theory and conflict management, hired in order to help 

detained persons better reintegrate into society.  In many cases, detained persons are allowed to 52

wear their own clothes, prepare their food, and maintain friendships with prison staff.  These 53

countries attain low recidivism rates through prison systems emphasizing rehabilitation and through 

the use of alternatives to incarceration (e.g. fines, probation, community service) and shorter 

sentencing.  54

Though Europe is considered, often correctly, to have the best prison practices, many 

countries still experience severe overcrowding and the casual dismissal of detained persons’ human 

rights. In 2016, the Council of Europe Annual Penal Statistics (SPACE) survey found that on average, 

European prisons were close to or at full capacity. 13 out of 47 prison administrations suffered 

overcrowding, with the problem being most dire in Macedonia, Hungary, Cyprus, Belgium, France, 

Portugal, Italy, Serbia, Albania, the Czech Republic, Romania, and Turkey, in that order.  The risk or 
55

51 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2016/08/syria-torture-prisons/ 
52 https://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/08/opinion/lessons-from-european-prisons.html 
53 https://www.businessinsider.com/why-norways-prison-system-is-so-successful-2014-12 
54 https://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/08/opinion/lessons-from-european-prisons.html 
55 https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/european-prisons-are-almost-full-according-to-latest-council-of-europe-survey 
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reality of resource shortage in European prisons seems to be connected to the rising incarceration rate 

and increased average length of detention. Even the aforementioned Germany has been experiencing 

continual problems with overcrowding since 2006. In April Funke Media Group found that prisons 

in most German states were operating at or over capacity.  No matter how liberal and rehabilitative 56

a prison system’s policy may be, it will be ineffective if resources are stretched thin. 

The Americas 

Many prisons in Central and South America fail to fulfill even their basic functions of 

punishment and rehabilitation, and fail to protect even the most basic human rights of their detained 

persons. Many prisons are run by criminal gangs, which allows for both lax security over arms and 

drug trafficking within prison and violations of detained persons’ rights to proper accommodations 

and health care services, and freedom from torture and degrading treatment.  57

Countries like Mexico and Venezuela recently experienced a rise in detained persons killed in 

prison. Prison massacres and fires occur throughout the Americas with increasing frequency. In 

order to even begin to address the gross human rights violations occurring, prisons in the Americas 

require exclusive control by legitimate governmental powers and solutions to ameliorate 

overcrowded prisons.  58

The United States, though its prisons are run by local and federal government employees 

and have fewer reported gross human rights violations, is plagued by a culture of mass incarceration 

that indiscriminately and readily imprisons people for minor crimes.  This attitude, the implicit 59

racial bias of actors in the criminal justice system, and the lack of sensible bail options for lower 

56 https://www.dw.com/en/german-prison-system-buckling-under-threat-of-overcrowding/a-43548583 
57 https://www.economist.com/the-americas/2012/09/22/a-journey-into-hell 
58 http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/infographic-disastrous-state-latin-americas-prisons-0 
59 https://www.lewisu.edu/experts/wordpress/index.php/tough-on-crime-policies-lead-to-mass-incarceration/ 
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income people lead to overcrowded prisons. The Trump administration is expected to perpetuate, if 

not enhance, these practices.  60

Questions  

You should address all of the points brought up in the background guide and in these questions 

while writing draft resolutions. 

● Given that the treatment of detained persons depends largely on the policy of each prison 

and locality, how will you ensure that top-down recommendations from the U.N. actually 

affect detained individuals? 

● How can SOCHUM impact domestic politics, whether it be tough-on-crime attitude or fear 

of popular dissent, to prioritize the human rights of detained persons? 

● Courts with overloaded dockets lead to extensive pretrial detention and overcrowding of 

arrestees and convicted persons in prisons, a situation where detained persons are at great 

risk of having their basic rights detained. How can SOCHUM impact court-level causes of 

human rights violations in prison? 

● Correctional officers are often understaffed, overworked, poorly trained, and not given the 

proper therapeutic outlets to deal with their stress—all conditions that do not excuse, but 

can lead to the abuse of detained persons. What can SOCHUM do to alleviate these risk 

factors while instilling a respect for prisoners’ rights? 

● Who should keep countries accountable, given that SOCHUM is a body made up of national 

representatives?  

60 https://www.apnews.com/81672840d21f4bb89ed887cc02b34872 
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● Can countries be convinced to employ alternatives to incarceration for arrestees or people 

convicted of minor, non-violent crimes? 

● Problems to address: 

o Torture 

o Solitary confinement 

o Indefinite detention 

o Prolonged detention without charge 

o Lack of resource availability for detained persons 

o Lack of training and therapeutic outlets for correctional facility staff 

o Culture of covering abuse among correctional facility staff 

o Providing for groups with special needs (e.g. women, youth, LGBTQ, persons with 

disabilities) 

Useful Links 

● History and a list of UN instruments on prisoners’ rights: 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/justice-and-prison-reform/prison-reform-and-alternativ

es-to-imprisonment.html  

● http://www.prisonstudies.org/world-prison-brief-data  

https://www.weil.com/~/media/files/pdfs/2016/un_special_report_solitary_confinement.pdf   
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TOPIC B: Freedom of the Press: The Persecution of Journalists and 
an Open Media Environment 
Introduction  

In 2011, the world celebrated the Arab Spring, a series of transfers of power toppling 

dictatorships in Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, and other countries in the Middle East and North Africa. It 

was seen as a victory for free speech and democracy, a momentous occasion in which Internet-based 

citizen journalism prevailed over oppressive state censorship. And yet just seven years later, free and 

open media environments, and the journalists who maintain them, are in more danger than they 

have been in decades.  

Journalists, the frontline of public inquiry and investigation, are facing steadily increasing 

prospects of murder, imprisonment, or disappearance. Sine 2008, more than 800 journalists and 

media workers have been murdered. It should be noted that the majority of the murders did not 

occur as casualties in war-torn areas. The primary victims are local journalists, targeted by organized 

crime groups, terrorist organizations, local police, and oppressive governments. 

Though the Internet was until recently considered the solution to traditional state 

censorship, several governments are waging censorship and propaganda online, and are winning. In 

recent years, the international community has witnessed the development of a disrespect for truth 

and an open media environment free from government intervention. World leaders like United 

States President Donald Trump have an intangible but profoundly deleterious effect on the freedom 

of press in their respective countries. Some states have been more brazen in their efforts at 

censorship by taking over or closing private media companies, jailing journalists on bogus charges, 

and controlling access to airwaves and other forms of distribution. Countries like Russia, China, 
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Israel, the United Kingdom, and the Republic of Korea have state-organized Internet troll brigades 

storm spaces of discussion—news articles, forums, social media posts. 

In today’s chaotic and stifled global media environment, the United Nations has proven 

itself ineffective and beholden to the interests of oppressive states. Media professionals decried the 

cancellation of a UN panel on press freedom at the behest of Turkey.  It’s not enough to pass 61

resolutions; SOCHUM must put forward effective measures of enforcement.  This will be a 62

difficult task—as supposed bastions for civil freedoms and oppressive governments alike will 

actively stifle progress in order to maintain their power back home—but is a necessary one.   

History of the topic  

Though the concept of free press stems back to the late 18th century and the Enlightenment 

era, the United Nations first mentioned freedom of the press in 1946, at the first session of the UN 

General Assembly. The resulting Resolution 59(1) stated: “freedom of information is a fundamental 

human right and the touchstone of all the freedoms to which the United Nations is consecrated. 

Freedom of information implies the right to gather, transmit, and publish news anywhere and 

everywhere without fetters. As such it is an essential factor in any serious effort to promote the 

peace and progress of the world.”  Article 19 of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights 63

compounded on this definition by declaring that “everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and 

expression.”  Today, the freedom of expression is interpreted to be both an individual right and a 64

61 https://www.cjr.org/analysis/world-press-freedom-day.php 
62 For instance, the suggestion that the UN “appoint a special representative on the protection of journalists to ensure that 
Member States abided by their commitments.  The envoy’s mandate could be modelled after that of the Special Representative 
for Children and Armed Conflict and provide an early warning system for the Secretary-General.  The special representative 
should maintain contacts with other organizations and institutions, undertake inquiries where States refused to do so, and be 
empowered to initiate legal action.” 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11908.doc.htm 
63 http://www.un.org/french/documents/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/59(I)&TYPE=&referer=/english/&Lang=E 
64 http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html 
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collective right, the latter empowering the global population by “facilitating dialogue, participation 

and democracy. . . thereby [making] autonomous and sustainable development possible.”   65

The 1980s and 1990s were seen as an optimistic time for press freedom. The end of the 

Cold War and the advent of the Internet created space for people around the world to share 

information and discuss freely. This sentiment is encapsulated by the Windhoek Declaration, a 

statement of press freedom crafted by African journalists at the 1991 UNESCO seminar 

“Promoting an Independent and Pluralistic African Press.” The Windhoek Declaration calls for a 

“free, independent, pluralistic media worldwide,” and listed a set of principles necessary to create 

media freedom, media outlet pluralism, and journalistic autonomy from political and commercial 

interference in Africa specifically.  The original declaration was primarily focused on the print 66

sector and did not take into account citizen journalists. The African Charter on Broadcasting, 

adopted on the 10th anniversary of the Windhoek Declaration, addresses these concerns.  The 67

impact of the Windhoek Declaration extends far beyond the African continent. It inspired similar 

statements affirming the need for press freedom in other regions, and the UN has since declared the 

day of its passage, May 3, World Press Freedom Day.  68

Unfortunately, in recent years, the War on Terror, global political instability, and renewed 

efforts at media censorship have greatly diminished global press freedom. Reporters Without 

Borders (RSF) found based off its 2018 World Press Freedom Index that there is “growing 

animosity towards journalists,” primarily stemming from political leaders who encourage such 

hostility and from authoritarian regimes who openly censor their media.   RSF found that hostility 69

65 https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/un-plan-on-safety-journalists_en.pdf 
66 http://whk25.misa.org/featured/about-the-windhoek-declaration/ 
67 Ibid. 
68 Ibid. 
69 https://rsf.org/en/rsf-index-2018-hatred-journalism-threatens-democracies 
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towards journalists “is no longer limited to authoritarian countries such Turkey and Egypt.” The UN 

has done little to ameliorate this worldwide trend, largely due to the fact that state governments are 

incentivized to censor their press. That being said, the UN Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 

Organization developed the UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists and the Issue of 

Impunity in 2012.  The plan includes the creation of special investigative units, independent 70

commissions, special prosecutors, and capacity building initiatives for relevant groups. Countries like 

Afghanistan, Brazil, Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Iraq, Mexico, Pakistan, Serbia 

and South Sudan are currently implementing this plan.  71

Current situation  

Authoritarian regime and democratic administrations alike have various reasons for 

inhibiting a free and open media environment, and by extension endangering journalists and civilian 

discussion. Suppressing the free press allows governments to hide human rights violations, past and 

present. The Chinese government censors any mention of the 1989 Tiananmen Square protest 

online, as to maintain the righteousness of the Chinese Communist Party.  As in that situation, 72

governments also censor and persecute journalists in order to maintain power, whether that be the 

historical righteousness of the current regime or any news signaling weakness or change in power. 

For instance, in Mexico there was a spike in election-related attacks against journalists nearing the 

70 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2014/06/470572-safety-journalists-essential-vibrant-democratic-soci
eties-un-rights-chief 
71 http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002460/246014E.pdf 
72 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-congress-censorship-insight/tea-and-tiananmen-inside-
chinas-new-censorship-machine-idUSKCN1C40LL?feedType=RSS&feedName=internetNews 
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July 1 election, when 3,406 public offices, including the President’s, were up for vote.  The 73

Cambodian Information Ministry blocked 17 websites for 48 hours ahead of the election because it 

deemed their reporting “provocative.” The Cambodian National Election Committee also enforced 

a 24-hour online censorship period ahead of the election that stifled reporting on the election, unless 

the news outlet was considered favorable to Prime Minister Hun Sen and his administration.  74

Journalist Imprisonment and Death 

The Committee to Protect Journalists’ (CPJ) data on journalists missing, imprisoned, and 

killed indicates increasing hostility towards journalists, particularly this year. As of August 2018, 60 

journalists are missing worldwide, a number that already exceeds the 59 journalists missing in all of 

2017. The majority of journalists were found to be missing in Mexico (14), Iraq (9), Russia (7), and 

Syria (6). In 2017, 262 journalists were imprisoned, a slight increase from previous years. The 

majority of imprisonments occurred in Turkey (73), China (41), Egypt (20), and Eritrea (15). The 

imprisonments in Turkey, China, and Egypt alone constitute more than half of the global total. The 

CPJ found that 49 journalists and media workers were killed in 2018, with the majority of deaths 

occuring in Afghanistan (11), Syria (6), the United States (6), and Mexico (6). As of August 2018, the 

number of journalists killed already exceeds the number killed in all of 2017. It is deeply concerning 

that supposedly peaceful regimes have some of the highest counts of journalists missing, 

imprisoned, and killed—a trend that indicates that even peaceful governments and societies are 

growing hostile to a free press. 

73 
https://rsf.org/en/news/alarming-details-about-election-related-violence-against-journalists-mexi
co 
74 https://cpj.org/2018/07/cpj-condemns-pre-election-news-censorship-in-cambo.php 
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There are several preventative measures that SOCHUM can put into place. Journalist killings 

are often pre-meditated, with 40% of victims receiving death threats. Effective reporting, journalist 

protection, and prosecution measures would nip the threat of murder in the bud. SOCHUM should 

also consider measures to foster a culture of respecting free and open media among lawmakers and 

other visible members of the government. Courtney Radsch, the Advocacy Director of the 

Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), stated: “rhetoric around hating journalists, comments about 

how they want to kill or attack journalists . . . creates a climate where attacks against journalists are 

more permissible.” Resolutions should also keep in mind that journalists are especially at risk during 

times of great political significance, such as elections, other transfers of power (e.g. coup d’état, 

impeachment), national events in host countries (e.g. World Cup), or commemorative days. 

The UN has historically placed great emphasis on the connection between an unfree press 

and low impunity rates for journalist killing. In 2016, Frank La Rue, the UNESCO Assistant 

Director-General for Communication and Information, deemed the fact that only 2% of cases of 

journalist killing are prosecuted and convicted  to prove “the point that anything can happen to 

journalists and everyone sees that as normal.”  Though it would be difficult for SOCHUM to affect 75

local criminal courts directly, the committee should nonetheless put forth peripheral actions that will 

create a worldwide culture of protecting journalists. 

Press in Conflict Zones 

Though most instances of journalist killing, imprisonment, or disappearance do not occur in 

war zones, SOCHUM should still take measures to ensure that war correspondents and local citizen 

journalists are respected by all combatants involved in the conflict. In the unanimously adopted 

75 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2016/11/544342-feature-impunity-crimes-against-journalists-must-end-protect-open-democrati
c 
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resolution 2222 (2015), the Security Council “affirmed that journalists and associated professionals 

were civilians — providing they took no actions adversely affecting that status—and emphasized 

that all international human rights law protecting civilians during conflict applied to them, as well as 

did the more focused Additional Protocol of the Geneva Conventions.”  However, the last 76

decade—especially with the rise of Islamist terrorism and in the aftermath of civil wars 

worldwide—has seen the erosion of civilian and journalist protection. 

Moreover, in recent years, non-state actors, such as terrorist organizations, target journalists 

and use them as tools for propaganda.  The Islamic State, also known as ISIS, commanded 77

worldwide media attention in 2014 by uploading graphic videos of captive journalists reading 

statements, or being maimed and killed.  Not only are journalists not being regarded as citizens, 78

they are specifically targeted by states in order to suppress investigation, and by non-state 

combatants as bargaining chips for more publicity or concessions from states. 

The Advent of Fake News and Disrespect for Press Freedom 

“Fake news,” a term referring to the concerted efforts on the part of interest groups and 

governments to distort the truth, was popularized during the Trump presidency but has been a 

political strategy used around the world for decades. In the case of the United States, the longtime 

promoter of democratic ideals slipped in the Reporters Without Border’s World Press Freedom 

Index because President Donald Trump “declared the press an “enemy of the American people” . . . 

[and] attempted to block White House access to multiple media outlets.”  Anti-press rhetoric has 79

become prominent even in Europe. Though nearly all nations have signed on to documents 

76 https://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11908.doc.htm 
77 https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/press-freedom-new-censorship 
78 https://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/03/11/isis-propaganda-videos_n_6846688.html 
79 https://rsf.org/en/united-states 
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affirming the importance of freedom of expression, opinion, and press, several leaders have 

portrayed free press as “an import from the West that at best serves as a propaganda tool for outside 

interests—introducing alien values and stoking chaos—and at worst actively undermines national 

security and pride.”  80

Governments have adapted to widespread, decentralized information sharing on the Internet 

through web brigades, or state-sanctioned Internet trolls. Governments hire thousands of people to 

flood online discussion spaces (e.g. comment sections of news articles, social media posts, videos, 

forums) with positive comments about those in power and the status quo, negative comments about 

certain public figures, or with neutral, irrelevant comments in order to derail the conversation. Web 

brigades also troll people—investigative journalists and run-of-the-mill commentators alike—who 

are critical of the government, going so far as to doxx them and send death threats. Though online 

trolling may not seem like a tangible threat at first, it has proven to be an incredibly effective means 

of suppressing citizen inquiry and impacting global affairs, the most prominent example being 

Russian interference in the 2016 United States presidential election. The international community 

has yet to seriously address the sheer quantity and force of various web brigades. A Harvard 

University study found that the Chinese government’s web brigade, “50c party,” “fabricates and 

posts about 448 million social media comments a year,” and is suspected to hire as many as 

2,000,000 trolls.  It is concerning that many are unknowingly enticed into web brigades because of 81

the high wages that the government offers, or even because the employment is masked as a 

legitimate news operation  82

80 https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/press-freedom-new-censorship 
81 http://gking.harvard.edu/files/gking/files/50c.pdf?m=1463683069 
82 http://time.com/5168202/russia-troll-internet-research-agency/ 
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Though it is easy to criticize countries like Russia, China, and Israel for their abhorrent and 

blatant infringement upon the freedom of the press in their country and other countries, this is not a 

problem limited countries that have an international reputation for media suppression. The British 

Army’s 77th Brigade focuses on psychological operations, combatting political propaganda 

disseminated by terrorist organizations through the construction of “dynamic narratives” on social 

media sites.  Though it may seem benign, even noble, the 77th Brigade’s operations set a dangerous 83

precedence of state intervention in the United Kingdom’s media environment. Other state 

governments are more blatant in their intent: during the 2012 presidential election in the Republic of 

Korea, the National Intelligence Service launched online smear campaigns against opposition 

political parties .  Besides establishing that press freedom in democratic countries is more fragile 84

than one would suspect, it is important to keep in mind that state intervention in the media 

environment of one country may bleed into the press freedom of other countries. 

83 http://comprop.oii.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/89/2017/07/Troops-Trolls-and-Troublemakers.pdf 
84 Ibid. 
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State Intervention in the Media Environment 

 

THE ATLANTIC/NAÍM/BENNETT/COLUMBIA JOURNALISM REVIEW 

Several nations are also engaging in more direct forms of suppression than just hostile 

rhetoric. According to Tamoa Calzadilla—the former investigations editor at Últimas Noticias, 

Venezuela’s largest newspaper by circulation—the Venezuelan government buys newspapers, sues 

reporters, eavesdrops on journalists’ phone and email communications, then broadcasts their private 

correspondences onto state television.  85

In Turkey, the Erdogan administration prosecutes and jails journalists on “bogus charges of 

terrorism, insulting public officials, or crimes against the state.” The Turkish government interferes 

85 
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/02/government-censorship-21st-century-
internet/385528/ 
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with media outlets: it pressures some to fire inquisitive journalists and even takes over or shuts down 

private media companies. Turkey, like other countries, strictly scrutinizes what news outlets have 

access to the airwaves or the Internet.  86

In Russia, President Vladimir Putin’s administration has been blocking or forcing media 

outlets to change their tone since 2014. In 2014, multiple media outlets were blocked, shuttered, or 

forced to change their editorial line overnight in response to government pressure. While launching 

its own media operations, the government approved legislation limiting foreign investment in 

Russian media.  87

In China, the government maintains the “Great Firewall” to block unacceptable content, 

including foreign news sites. An estimated 2 million censors police the Internet and the activities of 

users. Yet a 2014 BBC poll found that 76 percent of Chinese reported feeling free from government 

surveillance.  88

Today, governments are routing around the liberating effects of the Internet. Like 

entrepreneurs, many are relying on innovation and imitation. In Hungary, Ecuador, Turkey, Kenya, 

and elsewhere, officials are mimicking autocracies like Russia, Iran, or China by redacting critical 

news and building state media brands.  
89

The above authoritarian regimes have stifled media in their respective countries through 

modernized state censorship tactics, and are poised to impact media across the world. Many of the 

countries in SOCHUM manipulate their own media environments and those of other countries, and 

will be uncooperative. While SOCHUM should attempt to deal with these governments, a more 

86 https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/12/15/turkey-silencing-media 
87 https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/02/government-censorship-21st-century-internet/385528/ 
88 https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/02/government-censorship-21st-century-internet/385528/ 
89 https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/02/government-censorship-21st-century-internet/385528/ 
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effective means of promoting global press freedom may be to raise awareness of the lack of it 

among the populace. 

Country policy  

Africa 

In recent years, several political leaders have taken steps to curtail press freedom, limit access 

to the Internet, and effectively criminalize meaningful journalism. Countries like South Africa, 

Zimbabwe, Botswana, and Angola have all seen restrictions in their freedoms of expression and 

press. While there has been an increase in progressive legislation throughout the region, there has 

been a lack of execution, and very few meaningful shifts as a result of legislation.  

Asia 
Asia is the third most hostile region to journalists. If measured by journalists killed, 34% of 

the global total took place in asia between 2014 and 2015. Furthermore, countries like China 

maintain their systems for censorship through firewalls to block unacceptable content, a practice 

which has restricted the information consumed by millions of people. Additionally, in Asia, The line 

separating verbal violence from physical violence is dissolving. In the Philippines (down six at 

133rd), President Rodrigo Duterte not only constantly insults reporters but has also warned them 

that they “are not exempted from assassination.” In India (down two at 138th), hate speech 

targeting journalists is shared and amplified on social networks, often by troll armies in Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s pay.  90

90 https://rsf.org/en/rsf-index-2018-hatred-journalism-threatens-democracies 
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The Americas 
Latin America and the Caribbean rank as the second most hostile region to journalists, with 

51 journalists killed between 2014 and 2015.  That being said, the Americas is ranked the second 91

most open region in terms of media freedom worldwide, with 15 countries (43 percent) rated Free, 

16 (46 percent) rated Partly Free, and 4 (11 percent) rated Not Free. However, these figures are 

significantly influenced by the open media environments of North America and much of the 

Caribbean, which tend to offset the the reality of South and Central America. In the Spanish- and 

Portuguese-speaking parts of the region, only 3 (15 percent) of the countries were rated Free, and 

just 1.5 percent of the population lived in Free media environments. 

Europe 

European countries generally rank highly on the Reporters Without Borders’ Press Freedom 

Index, with the exception of Russia (148 out of 180 countries), Belarus (155), and Bulgaria (111). 

That being said, this bastion of press freedom is not immune to the worldwide degradation of 

respect for a free and inquisitive press. For example, President Milos Zeman of the Czech Republic 

and then-Prime Minister Robert Fico of Slovakia have openly derided journalists, the latter calling 

journalists “filthy anti-Slovak prostitutes,” placing their administrations at odds with open and free 

media environments.   92

91https://news.un.org/en/story/2016/11/544342-feature-impunity-crimes-against-journalists-must-end-protect-open-democrat
ic 
92 https://rsf.org/en/rsf-index-2018-hatred-journalism-threatens-democracies 
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The Middle East 

Geographically, the Arab States now have the highest rate of murdered journalists – 36.5 per 

cent – in part due to ongoing conflicts in the region.  Partially, this is because the room for 9394

political dissent is continuing to narrow around the Middle East, as authoritarian governments try to 

suppress opponents and critics, many of whom are often journalists. This is reinforced by the fact 

that 14 of the 22 countries in the regions have dropped down the World Press Freedom Index in the 

past year.  

 
Questions  

● How can the international community provide assistance to fleeing journalists? 

● Should the UN recognize citizen journalists and unaffiliated civilians sharing news stories? If 

so, how should the UN protect these people? 

● How can the UN protect journalists from being targeted and used as propaganda by 

non-state actors (i.e. terrorist groups)? 

● How will you address censorship of different media (e.g. television broadcast, physical 

newspapers, the Internet, etc.)? 

 

93 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2016/11/544342-feature-impunity-crimes-against-journalists-must-end-protect-open-democrati
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