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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
 
 
Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to PMUNC! My name is Scott Overbey, and I’m a sophomore at Princeton 

studying in the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs (basically a mix of 

political science, economics, history, and public policy) from Cincinnati, Ohio. I’m chairing the 

China committee for Japanese Imperialism JCC. I wanted to chair the committee on China since I’m 

greatly interested in China and its economy, especially its interaction with international trade through 

modern efforts like One Belt One Road (look it up if you’re interested in China) and the current 

trade war between our two countries. 

While I did debate in high school, I actually didn’t start doing Model UN until I got to 

college, so thank you to Nick Jain (one of Princeton’s captains) for convincing me to try it out. I 

have participated in any practice committees within the Princeton team, and I competed last year at 

NYU and will compete this fall at the University of Pennsylvania. 

When it comes to academics, I am incredibly interested in poverty and inequality in the 

United States, especially when concerning housing and welfare reform. I also have an unhealthy 

addiction to following American politics, so hit me up outside of committee if you want to discuss 

anything going on in DC or around the nation.  

  This past summer, I worked as a legal clerk for Legal Aid of Greater Cincinnati where I 

lobbied for housing law reform in my hometown and worked pro bono eviction cases. I also ran a 

half ironman (1.2 mile swim, 56 mile bike, 13.1 mile run). Afterwards, I headed northwest Peru with 
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Princeton’s chapter of Engineers Without Borders where we worked on our project, a 20 km gravity 

fed water pipeline that is going to service a community of over 70 families.  

Other random facts about me include: 1. I once caught 32 M&M’s in my mouth in a row 2. I 

can whistle really well 3. I’m a certified Scuba Diver 4. I was known as “The Cincinnati Guy” for the 

first month of freshman year after a facebook post I wrote discussing why Cincinnati is amazing 

went viral among the Great Princeton Class of 2021 5. I absolutely adore ABBA. 6. My favorite 

musical is Come From Away 7. My three favorite cities in the USA are Cincinnati, Chicago, and 

Washington DC.  

Lastly, if you want to contact me with any questions, or anything else, I’m available at 

poverbey@princeton.edu and 513-600-1580. I can’t wait to meet y’all, and I’m hoping for a great 

committee! 

Best, 

Scott Overbey 
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TOPIC A: DOMESTIC AFFAIRS IN CHINA INTRODUCTION 
 
 

This committee starts in 1927 at a pivotal point in Chinese history. The last twenty years 

have seen China thrown into chaos after the Qing dynasty fell in violent revolution, leaving a power 

vacuum in it wake. No central government exists, and the main governing authorities in many areas 

of China are provincial warlords. New ideologies have popped up throughout China like 

communism and modernism that seek to challenge ancient philosophies that have shaped Chinese 

culture for millenia. Various factions fight for domestic control while foreign powers watch avidly.  

You are all representatives of the various factions within China as well as members of the 

business sector, diplomats, academics, and religious and cultural leaders. Together you will help 

shape the coming history of China. Whether to ruin or riches, only your actions, and the actions of 

the Japanese and Korean committees in the JCC, can decide. For this reason, the JCC will not 

necessarily follow the flow of history, but instead follow the course you take it on. 
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COMMITTEE DESCRIPTION 
 
 

It is January of 1927. After the end of China’s dynastic imperial system in 1912, a Republican 

system of government was created, yet various factions have vied for power throughout China. In 

the South, a fledgling Communist Party of China has established a stronghold in Wuhan, and the 

Kuomintang (KMT) have established a stronghold in Nanjing after a successful military campaign 

against the Beiyang government, which is based in Beijing. The three separate capitals all have their 

own agendas, and they lead different factions of warlords, who each control their individual 

provinces of China.  

The Chinese economy has greatly developed over the last 30 years, especially in textile 

making and agriculture, its two main exports . While China’s economy is still largely dependent on 1

trade with European countries and Japan, domestic manufacturing improved greatly during World 

War 1 when other countries were embroiled in conflict. Similarly, China’s farmers have been able to 

produce more cash crops like jasmine, silk, and tobacco with better agricultural technology. 

While most Chinese citizens practiced Confucianism, Taoism, or Buddhism under the Qing 

dynasty, Christianity and Islam have grown rapidly in certain areas of China since the fall of the 

imperial system. In Northwest China, Muslim warlords control several provinces. In other rural 

parts of China, Christianity has blended with classical Chinese folk religion and has become heavily 

practiced. Chiang Kai-Shek, the current leader of the KMT, is a self-identified Christian . However, 2

a growing number of Chinese citizens, especially members of the CCP and New Cultural 

1 Lieberthal, Kenneth. Governing China: from Revolution through Reform. 2nd ed., W.W. Norton, 2004. 
2 Kai-shek Chiang (1946). President Chiang Kai-shek's Selected Speeches and Messages, 1937–1945. China Cultural Service. p. 
137. 
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Movement, have become hostile to religion, which they see as antithetical to modernizing China. 

Some members of both groups publicly admire Christianity’s focus on helping the poor and loving 

your neighbor.  
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
 

For 2000 years, China has been ruled under an imperial system spanned by many separate 

dynasties. The past 300 years have been marked by steady technological and economic progress 

under the Qing dynasty. However, nearly a century of encroachment by Western powers and the 

Japanese left many dissatisfied with the Qing. In 1912, the Republic of China was formed by the 

Kuomintang (KMT) aka the Chinese Nationalist Party, breaking millenia of imperial rule. The 

Kuomintang first took power in the Xinhai Revolution and went on to establish the Republic of 

China with its capital in Beijing . 3

This effort was led by revolutionary Sun Yat-sen, who went on to become the first president 

of the Republic in 1912. However, Sun was forced to resign quickly and Yuan Shikai, former leader 

of the Beiyang army, became president. In December 1912, the KMT won large majorities in 

parliament under the leadership of Song Jiaoren. However, Song was assassinated soon after and 

Yuan attempted to reestablish the monarchy, causing the KMT to fall out of power as soon as they 

found it. 

When Yuan declared himself Emperor of China in 1915, many provincial states fell into 

states of rebellion and disarray as Yuan struggled to maintain centralized power. Many states, 

especially in Southern China, declared independence and came under control of local warlords . At 4

3 Percy Horace Braund Kent (1912). The Passing of the Manchus. E. Arnold. pp. 382–. 
4 Lieberthal, Kenneth. Governing China: from Revolution through Reform. 2nd ed., W.W. Norton, 2004. 
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this same time, Japan was attempting to gain control over China through increased economic 

influence. In late 1915, Japan sent what became known as “The 21 Demands” to Yuan’s central 

government, which would mandate China trade more with Japan and less with European powers . 5

Additionally, the demands would give Japan extensive control of the Chinese economy as a majority 

supplier. These demands sparked extensive public outrage from warlords and their citizens across 

China. After negotiating the demands for several months so China would be able to maintain most 

of its economic independence, Yuan accepted the Japanese demands, fearing the possibility of war. 

Despite Japan only gaining a little through the negotiations, Yuan’s popularity plummeted, and he 

fell out of power quickly. He died of natural causes shortly after. 

Once Yuan was gone, the parliament was reinstated in Beijing with Li Yuanhong as 

president and Duan Qirui as Premier. The two clashed greatly, mainly on whether to join WW1 for 

the Allies. Duan, who sought Japanese loans to strengthen the army, strongly favored entering the 

war while Li remained neutral . After several ugly and public debates in early 1917, Li dismissed 6

Duan from government, sparking outrage from many provincial generals who were loyal to Duan. 

General unrest followed, and a coalition again attempted to restore the monarchy, only to be swiftly 

defeated by the military, led by Duan. Li was forced to step down, and Duan became the most 

powerful man in China. 

Shortly after assuming power, Duan dissolved the parliament and declared war on Germany 

and Austria-Hungary in August 1917. No soldiers were sent overseas, but Chinese workers flooded 

5 William C. Kirby (2000). State and Economy in Republican China: A Handbook for Scholars, Volumen 2. Harvard University 
Asia Center. p.43-44. 
6 Kuhn, Robert Lawrence (2011). How China's Leaders Think: The Inside Story of China's Past, Current and Future Leaders. John 
Wiley & Sons. 
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into Europe to help produce machines of war . Duan focused on consolidating power into a central 7

government based in Beijing. 

In response to Duan’s abuse of power, southern warlords and the deposed parliament, led 

by Sun Yat-sen, established a rival government based in Guangzhou in September 1917 . Sun 8

established the Constitutional Protection Army and was named Grand Commander of the Armed 

Forces. Sun, along with the CPA, fought Duan’s armies in the Constitutional Protection War which 

lasted through the end of 1918. Many in Sun’s southern government felt he was too powerful, 

especially since they were fighting for a republican government despite being led by a military 

dictatorship. As a result, the southern government was reorganized to have a 7-member cabinet 

system.  

After the Constitutional Protection War, an uneasy peace existed between the Northern and 

southern coalitions, but both factions wanted to control all of China. Duan was forced to resign in 

late 1918 after many of the northern provincial governors rejected his plan to take back the south by 

force . The governors were also concerned that Duan was borrowing heavily from Japan in order to 9

finance his war.  

On May 4th 1919, there were massive student protests against the Beijing government and 

Japan. The protests began after the Treaty of Versailles gave Shandong province, previously 

controlled by Germany, to Japan instead of China . These attitudes grew into the May 4th 10

7 Timothy B. Weston, "China, professional journalism, and liberal internationalism in the era of the First World War." 
Pacific Affairs 83.2 (2010): 327-347. 
8 Community Development in Historical Perspectives: Tianjin from the Qing to the People's Republic of China. ProQuest. 2008. pp. 
78–81. ISBN 978-0-549-67543-3. 
9 William C. Kirby (2000). State and Economy in Republican China: A Handbook for Scholars, Volumen 2. Harvard University 
Asia Center. p.7-8. 
10 Joseph T. Chen (1971). The May Fourth Movement in Shanghai: The Making of a Social Movement in Modern China. Brill 
Archive. p. 13-17. 
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movement, which advocated for the abandonment of traditional Chinese values in favor of modern 

and western ideals like democracy and science. They also saw Japan as a threat to Chinese 

independence. Due to public pressure, Chinese representatives refused to sign the Treaty of 

Versailles. 

The May 4th movement strongly supported the southern government, and independent 

groups conducted acts of civil disobedience against the Beijing government. In the south, Sun 

restarted the KMT in 1919 and went on to become president in 1921. At the same time, the Chinese 

Communist Party (CCP) was founded by other members of the southern government. After Sun 

failed to get aid from Western Nations, he turned to the newly formed Soviet Union for help against 

the north, who agreed to help in an effort to diminish western influence in the region and promote 

communism in China. 

Steadily the CCP established itself as a block within the KMT. In 1923, the alliance between 

the southern warlords and the government in Guangzhou fell apart due to differing opinions on 

how to deal with the north, and Sun Yat-sen and other members of government moved to Shanghai. 

The Southern warlords sought war to strike the northern government when it was weak, but Sun 

and the government disagreed. At this point, the CCP took advantage of the relative chaos and 

encouraged the newly displaced government to reach out to the Soviet Union for additional aid. 

During this exchange, one of Sun’s aides, Chiang Kai-Shek, was sent to Moscow as a diplomat and 

to study military and politics. After several months, Chiang returned and helped establish the 

Whampoa Military Academy in Guangzhou which became a seat of power for the KMT in the 
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region . By the end of 1924, Chiang was the head of Whampoa and a prominent member of the 11

KMT. He also became head of the National Revolutionary Army. 

In March 1925, Sun Yat-Sen died of cancer, and Chiang quickly consolidated power in the 

vacuum left behind. As head of the National Revolutionary Army, Chiang started the Northern 

Expedition, a campaign against the northern warlords. Within 9 months, Chiang had conquered 

over half of China and emerged as the head of the KMT.  

In response to Chiang’s aggressive military campaign, Zhang Zuolin, then Premier of the 

Beiyang government, was appointed as Generalissimo of the Beiyang Government, making it a 

military dictatorship. 

Chiang’s rise to power splintered the various factions of the KMT due to his extreme right 

wing views. Additionally, the CCP was emerging as a major left wing faction of the KMT. This 

tension fully broke the party in March 1926 after Chiang was almost kidnapped by left wing enemies 

of his. He then purged communist members of the military in what became known as the 

Zhongshan Warship incident . Afterwards, he led massacres of suspected communists in Shanghai. 12

By the end of two weeks of “White Terror”, over 12,000 people died, and many fled Shanghai and 

other urban centers.  13

After this, the CCP split from the KMT and moved their government from Guangzhou to 

Wuhan. Chiang consolidated KMT power in Nanjing after conquering the area. By the start of 1927, 

three capitals of China existed, each led by their own faction. 

 

11 Kuhn, Robert Lawrence (2011). How China's Leaders Think: The Inside Story of China's Past, Current and Future Leaders. 
John Wiley & Sons. 
12 van de Ven, Johan (1991). From Friend to Comrade: The Founding of the Chinese Communist Party, 1920–1927. University of 
California Press. 
13 "History of the Communist Party of China". Xinhua News Agency. 29 April 2011. 
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CURRENT SITUATION 
 
 

Three main blocs currently exist in China, but each is dependent on the influence of regional 

warlords that control the various provinces of China. In the north, the Beiyang government rules 

from Beijing and is currently led by Zhang Zhoulin. In response to aggressive military campaigns 

from the southern KMT government in 1925, Zhang Zhoulin was appointed as Generalissimo of 

the Beiyang Government, making it a military dictatorship. Since Beijing is internationally 

recognized as the capital of China, the Beiyang government is seen as the official government of 

China by many other nations despite its waning influence in China . For this reason, the Beiyang 14

government enjoys good trade and diplomatic relationships with Japan and Europe. Former leaders 

of the Beiyang government have borrowed heavily from Japan in order to finance costly military 

campaigns against the other factions in China. 

In the south, there is the Nationalist Kuomintang (KMT) government, led by Chiang 

Kai-Shek, and the Communist government, which split from the KMT after violent disagreements 

between the left and right-wing factions of the party. The KMT government is currently based out 

of Nanjing, which they took over in a string of successful military campaigns in 1925.  

14 William C. Kirby (2000). State and Economy in Republican China: A Handbook for Scholars, Volumen 2. Harvard University 
Asia Center. p.36-38. 
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The Chinese Communist Party fled Shanghai and other KMT controlled areas after Chiang 

Kai-Shek, the KMT’s far-right leader, started massacring communist sympathizers after an 

attempted terrorist attack on Chiang. The CCP is now centered in Wuhan.  

All three parties have regional control of their blocks, yet they rely on loose alliances with 

provincial warlords for military and political support.  

Traditionally, much of China has been rural farmland, and many citizens are subsistence 

farmers. The few that can produce more than they need sell their produce on the market, often to 

urban populations and for export . In the north, farmers mainly grow corn, soybeans, and potatoes 15

while farmers in the south specialize in rice and cash crops like citrus and sugarcane.  

However, the last 20 years have seen great advancements in agricultural technology that has 

allowed more people to farm as a full-time occupation, instead of simply using it to feed their 

families. As a result, China’s exports of cash crops like jasmine and tobacco grew greatly 1900-1927. 

Areas near the coast and rivers also produce great amounts of fish that are shipped throughout 

China and to Japan. 

However, 1920-1921 saw great droughts in Northwestern regions of China (Qinghai, 

Xinjiang, and Gansu provinces) that left many without food . This forced mass migration south and 16

east to areas with better luck. Those who stayed behind are still recovering from the drought and 

resulting famine, but regularly receive aid from other areas of China and from foreign nations. 

Due to the political instability of the last 20 years, the Chinese economy has been turbulent 

in most industries. However, WW1 allowed China to develop its domestic industries when 

15 Community Development in Historical Perspectives: Tianjin from the Qing to the People's Republic of China. ProQuest. 2008. pp. 
65-69. ISBN 978-0-549-67543-3. 
16 "CHINA: Nationalist Notes". Time. 25 June 1928. 
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European powers were too busy with the war to export goods to China. This revolutionized the 

textile industries and brought great advances in agricultural technologies.  

Japan has continually sought greater influence over the Chinese economy, most directly 

expressed in the 21 demands. They especially have leverage on the northern Beiyang government, 

who heavily finances their armies with Japanese loans. In all three factions, the military has brought 

large boons for the economy, through foreign investment as well as conquering more resources.  

Major international trade runs through Beijing, Shanghai, and Guangzhou. China’s largest 

trading partners are Britain, Japan, and the Soviet Union . Similarly, the same three nations are the 17

largest foreign investors in China. Japan largely supports the northern Beiyang government. The 

Soviet Union supports the Communist Government out of Wuhan but has prior relations with 

Chiang from before the Kuomintang factions split. Due to the political instability of the last 20 

years, the Chinese economy has been turbulent in most industries. However, WW1 allowed China to 

develop its domestic industries when European powers were too busy with the war to export goods 

to China. This revolutionized the textile industries and brought great advances in agricultural 

technologies.  

 

 

 

 

 

17 William C. Kirby (2000). State and Economy in Republican China: A Handbook for Scholars, Volumen 2. Harvard University 
Asia Center. p. 13. 
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 
 
 

● How can parties of different ideologies work together to create a stronger China? 

● How can you subvert opposing forces within China to improve your own power? 

● Think creatively about the powers you have at your disposal with your individual role. How 

can you use it to your advantage? Who can you work with to make meaningful change in 

China? 

● How can you work to preserve Chinese culture while simultaneously advancing China into 

the 20th century? 

 

Keep in mind that this committee will be shaped by your actions and the actions of the Korean and 

Japanese committees in the JCC. It will not necessarily follow the course of history. 
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TOPIC B: CHINESE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 

All three Chinese factions are wary of western influence after seeing how the Qing dynasty 

was exploited by English, French, and Japanese interference. However, the Southern communist 

government has strong relations with the Soviet Union. The KMT have trade relations with Britain 

and the Soviet Union. The leader of the KMT, Chiang Kai-Shek, studied military strategy and 

history in Moscow for six months. Despite this, he is very suspicious of communists after the split in 

the KMT. The KMT control Nanjing and Shanghai, both of which have major international ports 

that ship goods around the world, especially to Europe, Japan, and the United States. 

The northern Beiyang government has healthy trade and diplomatic relations with Japan and 

Europe. However, many in China, including the north, still don’t trust Japan’s intentions with China 

after their attempt to gain influence over the Chinese economy with the 21 Demands Incident. 

Beijing is still the internationally recognized capital of China, and the embassies for most western 

nations are there. 

Furthermore, many Chinese have negative views of Europe after the Treaty of Versailles 

gave Shandong province, previously controlled by Germany, to Japan instead of China after WW1. 

This incident helped spark the May 4th Movement, which advocated for a modernizing China by 
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focusing on democracy and science instead of ‘archaic’ principles like religion and quasi-feudalistic 

states. 

 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
 

China and Japan have maintained relatively friendly economic and diplomatic relations for 

centuries. However, the past 100 years have seen massive changes in the geopolitical landscape of 

East Asia. On July 8th, 1853, American Commodore Matthew Perry led four ships to reinitiate 

contact and trade with the Japanese . The reasons for this mission range from the religious 18

(renewing missionary interests) to the economic (whaling industry had necessitated ports in Asia) to 

the ideological (many Americans viewed it as their duty to “civilize” China and Japan).  

The mission was not the first of its kind - earlier iterations had failed and been forbidden to 

land - but Perry was backed by explicit Presidential authority, laid claim to two collections of islands 

south of Japan en route to Tokyo and arrived with a militarily advanced squadron - forcing 

acceptance through might . Perry’s impact was a forced acceptance of a treaty that included the 19

return and protection of shipwrecked Americans, the opening of multiple ports for refueling and 

resupplying, and even the right for American-appointed consuls to live at these ports. The success of 

this mission can be attributed to the demonstration of force rather than the appeals to the Emperor 

18 “Milestones: 1830–1860 - Office of the Historian.” Accessed June 4, 2018. 
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1830-1860/opening-to-japan. 
19 “Japan - The Opening of Japan | Britannica.Com.” Accessed June 15, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Japan/The-opening-of-Japan. 
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- given both Japanese valuation of force as the ultimate mark of power, and the fact that the shogun 

was the true ruler at this time. 

This “opening of Japan” via “gunboat diplomacy” to foreigners proved to be the breaking 

point of the Tokugawa shogunate, who had long been struggling with economic stagnation and a 

weakening of the political base. When the Shogunate looked to the daimyo for bolstering, they 

found that the anti-foreigner sentiment had moved into pro-imperial sentiment as high up as the 

warrior classes. A widespread dislike of the Perry Treaty and the Harris Treaty five years later (which 

secured economic and commercial privileges for the US in Japan) led to a rallying cry calling for the 

restoration of the Emperor and the expulsion of foreigners .  20

Similar expeditions were sent to China from European countries like England and France 

who established special economic zones for trading. The Chinese citizenry reacted negatively to the 

introduction of foreign traders, who they saw as predatory and disrespectful. In contrast, Japan 

started extensive trade operations with Western powers. As a result, Japan introduced modern 

weaponry and warfare, transportation systems, and infrastructural adaptations to compete with 

Europe and America.    

Japan began to exercise its modern military capabilities less than fifty years later, targeting 

China and Korea particularly. In 1894, Japan went to war with China over Korea (which China held 

as a vassal state), soundly defeating China . The implications of this battle marked Japan as the 21

dominant East Asian force, moving away from the era where China was the leader in the region, and 

demonstrated the weakness of the Chinese empire (which had long been suffering under European 

20 Kawashima, Shin. “Japan and the 150th Anniversary of the Meiji Restoration.” The Diplomat. Accessed June 15, 2018. 
https://thediplomat.com/2018/04/japan-and-the-150th-anniversary-of-the-meiji-restoration/. 
21 “First Sino-Japanese War | Facts, Definition, & Causes.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed June 15, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/event/First-Sino-Japanese-War-1894-1895. 
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colonial interventions). The result was that Japan now held Korea as a vassal state, Taiwan as a 

colony, and even asserted control over the Liaotung peninsula - albeit briefly. The European powers 

cooperated to expel Japan from the peninsula, which was later seized by Russia, a move that the 

Japanese did not forget. 

In 1904, the Japanese went to war with Russia over both Korea and Manchuria . The two 22

states had been in conflict since the Sino-Japanese war, both seeking to expand influence over the 

“Far East.” The first attack of the war was made by the Japanese, who had been building up a 

superior military since defeating China in 1895. The Japanese victory led to the establishment of 

Korea as a protectorate and was a message to the outside world: Japan is capable of matching and 

beating Western and European powers at war. 

From 1905-1910, Japan rapidly expanded its control over Korea, first establishing it as a 

protectorate state in 1905 through the Eulsa treaty, though they had already replaced the Korean 

government with a pro-Japanese government during the Russo-Japanese war. In 1907, Korea 

attempted to buck Japanese control through a secret letter to the Second World Peace Conference in 

The Hague. This incident, known as the Hague Secret Emissary Affair, failed for the Koreans - they 

were turned down in their pleas for recognition by all nations . 23

In 1915, Japan issued its famous “21 Demands” to the Chinese government, which attempted to 

gain control over the Chinese economy. Due to the government’s weak stance in retaliation, massive 

civil unrest in China ensued, leading to the resignations of multiple senior officials. Over this period, 

22 “Russo-Japanese War | Causes, Summary, Map, & Significance | Britannica.Com.” Accessed June 17, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Russo-Japanese-War. 
23  Kweon-hyun, Chung. “The Heroes of the Hague Secret Emissary Affair.” THe Chosen Ilbo, sec. Opinion. Accessed 
June 17, 2018. http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2007/06/07/2007060761009.html. 
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Japanese imports to China fell 40% . Japan eventually accepted an agreement that granted them 24

some privileges, but not the total control of the Chinese and Manchurian economy that they sought. 

During World War 1, Europe was ravaged, and demand for Chinese goods soared due to the 

loss of manufacturing centers elsewhere. Additionally, Chinese workers emigrated to various parts of 

Europe, Canada, and the United States looking for opportunity and work. At the end of World War 

1, the Treaty of Versailles gave Shandong province, previously controlled by Germany, to Japan, 

sparking another round of civilian protests, which blossomed into the larger May 4th Movement. 

Younger chinese and intellectuals believed the only way for Europe to treat China with the respect it 

deserved was to become a modern state with science and modern institutions. Furthermore, many 

from the May 4th movement rejected Confucianism and other social norms that they believed were 

holding China in the past.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 Joseph T. Chen (1971). The May Fourth Movement in Shanghai: The Making of a Social Movement in Modern China. Brill 
Archive. p. 23. 
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CURRENT SITUATION 
 
 

Domestic disputes within China have led the various blocks to disagreement at home. the 

conflict has drawn the attention of many other nations, who have tried to help the faction or 

factions of their choosing.  

The northern Beiyang government, centered in Beijing, enjoys the nominal support fo the 

international community since Beijing is still the internationally recognized capital of China. It has 

extensive trade operations in and out of Beijing with Europe, Japan, and the United States.  It has a 

strong relationship with Japan due to the Beiyang government’s heavy borrowing from the Japanese 

government and Japanese banks.   25

The Nationalist KMT government led by Chiang Kai-Shek has trade relations with Europe 

and Japan as well through Guangzhou and Shanghai . Additionally, a successful Northern 26

Expedition drew attention from many in Europe and North America to the KMT cause. Chiang 

25  “The Rise and Fall of Taishō Democracy: Party Politics in Early-Twentieth-Century Japan.” Nippon.Com (blog), 
September 29, 2014. https://www.nippon.com/en/in-depth/a03302/. 
26 William C. Kirby (2000). State and Economy in Republican China: A Handbook for Scholars, Volumen 2. Harvard University 
Asia Center. p. 27. 
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studied in Moscow, as did many other military commanders in the KMT, yet the recent purge of the 

CCP from the KMT has led to tensions between the Soviet Union and the KMT. 

The CCP has the fully fledged support of the Soviet Union, another large, rural country that 

seeks to expand communism across the globe. While the Soviets are still rebuilding from WW1 and 

the Revolution of 1917, they have many natural resources and academics at their disposal. The CCP 

has no official trade relations with any other nations, but through contacts in eastern China and 

India, they manage to procure what they need. They also enjoy the support of rural peasants in 

China, who willingly join the cause and help with food and weapons. 

China faces troubles at home and abroad. To the east, Japan sits eagerly looking at the 

relative disarray of China longingly. To the east, European imperial powers seek to continue the 

humiliation of China that plagued the former Qing Dynasty. To the north, the newly formed Soviet 

Union seeks to expand its ideologies to the 500 million people that live in China .  27

Each faction within China has its own agenda and its own debts, but the people of China are 

proud and stand opposed to foreign powers seeking to take advantage of them. On one extreme, 

some suggest barring foreigners from China except for certain purposes, a longing cry for the return 

of the Canton system. Some advocate for finding strong allies that will help combat the greed of 

imperialism. Others still believe that the strength of Chinese diplomacy will be able to bring 

agreements between other nations in a fair and equal manner.  

 

 

27 Christopher R. Lew; Edwin Pak-wah Leung (2013). Historical Dictionary of the Chinese Civil War. Scarecrow Press. ISBN 
9780810878747. 
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QUESTION TO CONSIDER 
 
 

Questions  

● How do you plan to address the growing threat of Japan? 

● Should Korea still be the territory of the Republic of China? 

● How will you organize your faction, and the rest of China, in order to stand strong against 

the influence of foreign powers? 

● Which foreign nations could aid you in your pursuits? 

 

Keep in mind that this committee will be shaped by your actions and the actions of the Korean and 

Japanese committees in the JCC. It will not necessarily follow the course of history. 
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POSITIONS 
 
 
 
Lin Shuren  

Head of the Ministry of Military Affairs for the northern Beiyang government. While the navy is 

relatively small, he has access to the resources and manpower of the army. Lin has learned the ways 

of war both in the classroom and in the real world as he left his first class military education to assist 

in the 1911 rebellion against the Qing government. After 15 years of climbing in the ranks, he has 

many contacts throughout China, and he is one of Zhang Zhuolin’s closest advisors. 

 

Zhu De  

Born in Sichuan Province, Zhu was raised by a wealthy uncle and received an exemplary education 

from the Yunnan Military Academy, where he proceeded to teach after he graduated. He helped lead 

civilian uprising in the 1911 rebellion against the Qing imperial government as well as rebellions 

against Yuan’s failed attempt to reinstate the monarchy in 1915. After his first wife died in 1916, it 

was an open secret that Zhu developed an intense opioid addiction. In an attempt to help his 
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addiction, Zhu travelled to Germany where he studied military strategy. Kicked out after assisting 

student protests there, Zhu continued his studies in Moscow, where he developed communist 

sympathies. Zhu returned to China in 1921 and quickly rose through the ranks of the Kuomintang, 

soon serving as a Brigadier General in Chiang Kai-Shek’s army. However, Zhu, and the 10,000 men 

under his campaign, defected from the National Revolutionary  to the Chinese Communist Party in 

response to Chiang Kai-Shek’s massacres of communists in the White Terror Incident. 

 

Feng Jian  

High ranking general in the National Revolutionary Army. Despite coming from humble beginnings 

as the son of poor farmers near Nanjing, Feng received praise throughout the military after saving 

fellow soldiers from a suicide bomber in the 1911 rebellion. The attack left Feng disfigured and 

permanently mangled, but his heroic actions allowed him to reach the highest echelons of the 

National Revolutionary Army. He is known throughout the army for knowing every man under his 

command, a feat achieved by walking through the camps with his men every morning, assisted by a 

cane. Feng is a trusted advisor of Chiang Kai-Shek and commands the respect of many within the 

Kuomintang. 

 

Ma Bufang  

Warlord of Qinghai province in Northwest China. The region is ripe with resources like metal, 

lumber, and labor, but droughts in 1921 left the region’s agriculture emaciated. The region used to 

receive food from throughout China to alleviate the burdens of famine, but domestic unrest has cut 

off supplies. The region also is one of few areas in China that is not majority Han Chinese since the 
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region was taken over in the end of the Qing dynasty. For this reason, multiple ethnic and religious 

conflicts exist just beneath the surface between the Han, Tibetans, and Uyghurs (i.e. nomads of 

turkish and mongol descent). Ma Bufang himself is a devout Muslim and oppresses the local Tibetan 

Buddhists. He has immense influence within his own province, carried out by his personal army of 

Uygur warriors trained in mongol fighting techniques. 

 

 

Lin Xinyue  

Warlord of Jilin province, which is located in north east China, bordering the Korean peninsula to 

the east and Russia to the west. The province is rich in minerals and herbs, which it regularly trades 

with its neighbours. Lin Xinyue himself originally studied medicine and law before his older brother 

died mysteriously, which put Lin Xinyue next in line once his father died the next year. While Jilin 

province lacks a formal military, the people in the region are hardened by years of living through 

brutal winters and short growing seasons.  

 

Morris Cohen  

Born the son of poor Jewish parents in Kradnazów, Poland, Moishe Cohen and his family moved to 

London’s East End when he was a young boy where he started going by Morris. He was enrolled in 

the Jews’ Free School, a school meant for poor jewish children to get a good education. However, 

Cohen was drawn to the theaters, circus, and boxing arenas of London, and at the age of 14, was 

arrested for the first time for pickpocketing. He was sent to the Hayes Industrial School for 

Wayward youth from which he promptly escaped. Afterwards, he worked on a farm in the British 

28 
 



[JAPANESE IMPERIALISM: SHŌWA PERIOD] PMUNC 2018 

countryside for a year where he learned to shoot a gun, herd cattle, and drink. Soon after, he 

travelled to Canada where he making a living as a carnival talker, gambler, grifter and successful real 

estate broker. Some of his activities landed him in jail. While in Canada, he came to the aid of a 

Chinese baker who was being robbed and knocked the thief out. From then on, he was welcomed as 

part of the small Chinese community there. He was then later welcomed to become part of Sun 

Yat-Sen’s 1911 revolution when his friends travelled back to China to aid in the revolution. After 

fighting with Sun Yat-Sen’s armies in China, Cohen fought for Canada in WW1 on the western 

front. After the war, Cohen became Sun’s personal bodyguard in 1921 and helped trained thousands 

of soldiers to box and use muskets. After Sun’s death in 1925, Cohen worked as a mercenary for 

southern warlords and important KMT members helping obtain weapons, gunboats, and training 

for militaries. 

 

Valerchik Khromina  

Emissary from the Russian government to the Communist Party of China. Educated in history and 

communist ideology, Valerchik has extensive experience with political organizing. Furthermore, 

Valerchik has the purse and support of the Russian government behind him. Not much is known of 

his past, but he speaks fluent Chinese as well as Russian and French. 

 

Cheng Wen  

Born into a wealthy family in Southern China,Cheng Wen received a top notch education as a youth, 

passing the civic service exams on his third try, and quickly joined the provincial government. 

Unfortunately, he was soon thrown from the government for corruption charges surrounding a plot 
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to depose local officials and replace them with his nephews. Cheng then went on to inherit his 

family’s rice farm, which he expanded to start trade with the eastern seaboard. Now, Cheng employs 

over 1000 laborers on his estate who help him cultivate and harvest rice year round. From his rice 

ventures, Cheng is exorbitantly rich. 

 

 

 

Xiao Gengxin  

Minister of Agriculture for the northern Beiyang Government. Born the youngest of 12 children, he 

has always sought to be the most successful of his siblings, so he has strained relationships with his 

large family. He is one of few advisors that kept de facto power when Zhang Zhoulin became a 

military dictator. Xiao oversees the growth of crops in northern China as well as all international 

trade of agricultural products in and out of Beijing.  

 

Peng Pei  

Born in a poor farmer family outside of Guangzhou. By the time he was 19, he had organized a 

farmer’s union to secure better wages and benefits for farmers across his province. His success 

garnered the attention of the newly formed Chinese Communist Party which immediately recruited 

him as a political organizer. He now is an influential figure within the CCP. 

 

Chen Duxiu  
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One of the founding members of the Chinese Communist Party and a leader in the May 4th 

movement. He has extensive contacts throughout southern China and within the CCP. However, he 

has some disagreements with other party leaders because he believed the focus of redistribution 

should be workers instead of farmers and rural peasants. After the CCP split from the KMT, other 

party leaders blamed Chen, and he was removed from his current positions. While he currently 

holds no formal positions, Chen has massive influence over Trotskyist movement within the CCP. 

Chen also has many allies within the Soviet Union who seek to expand emphasis on workers in 

China. 

Yin Bao  

CEO of Shanghai Xinbao, a newspaper publication in Chinese that is a subsidiary of the English 

publication North China Daily News. He has full editorial authority over the publication. His work 

has brought him many friends and enemies within the government, business sectors, and ideological 

movements. Despite being an urban intellectual elite, Yin Bao has never formally allied himself with 

any ideological sect in the name of journalistic integrity.  

 

Shao Su  

Student leader of the May 4th Movement from Tsinghua University. During the protests, he led a 

huge circle of protestors who burned Japanese goods and marched through Beijing. He has lots of 

contacts with other protestors who are his close friends and colleagues. Now Shao works in the 

CCP recruiting new members to the party in cities on the eastern seaboard. 

 

Huo Jin  
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Textile manufacturer in Southwestern China. His company has grown over the past fifteen years due 

to increased demand for Chinese goods during and after World War One. In addition to owning his 

business, Huo is a devout follower of a folk mix of Roman Catholicism and the folk deity Guan Yu, 

a chinese god of war and business. He has worked with Jesuits in the past to expand this combined 

religion throughout the countryside, and Huo leads a string of parishes throughout the province. 

 

 

 

Lawrence Smith  

British shipping magnate operating out of Shanghai. Born in London, he grew rich while working as 

a banker, but he saw the riches that traders managed to find in foreign lands. On a whim, he sold 

everything he owned, bought a ship and crew, and set out for India where he started his trading 

career. Over time, he grew a larger fleet that travels all of the world, trading various spices and 

materials. He lives in Shanghai now as he wants to expand trading in China.  

 

Bai De  

 Owns a string of mines in western China that mine metals from the earth. Employing many 

laborers from the area, Bai De has a large patronage network among his laborers as he reimburses 

them and their families well for their dangerous and hard work. Once the metals are mined, he sells 

them in markets across China where they are used for a variety of purposes. 

 

Sun Bo  
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Banker and Finance minister for the northern Beiyang government. He studied economics and 

finance at Harvard University. After graduating, he moved back to China where he went into 

banking and government work. He has deep diplomatic ties to Japan as he has overseen loans from 

them in recent years to finance the Beiyang military. Furthermore, his bank helps finance business 

ventures in China from Chinese citizens as well as venture capitalists from other countries including 

the US and Britain. 

 

 

T.V Soong  

Governor of the Central Bank of China, the main fiduciary institution of the Southern KMT 

government. He is also the brother in law of the late Sun Yat-Sen and Chiang Kai-Shek, so he has 

many connections within the KMT. However, many in China view T.V. with suspicion because he is 

a practicing Christian and because he worked in the United States for many years after studying 

economics at Harvard University. 

 

Hu Shih  

President of Peking University, a prestigious university in Beijing. He was a strong advocate of the 

May 4th movement and advocates for a scientific and democratic future for China. He is a prolific 

writer in poetry, philosophy, normative ethics, and linguistics. He has worked on modernizing the 

Chinese vernacular to accommodate ethnic minorities in northwest China as well as international 

travellers who seek to do business and study in China. His fame as a scholar and advocate has 

earned him both fame and ire from intellectuals throughout China, but no one can deny his impact. 
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
 
 
Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to PMUNC 2018! My name is Shreyas and I’m a sophomore at Princeton studying 

Politics and getting certificates (hopefully) in History and the Practice of Diplomacy, Statistics and 

Machine Learning, and Values and Public Life. I’m incredibly excited to be one of the chairs for this 

year’s JCC on Imperial Japan. I think that this moment in Japan’s history represents a critical 

juncture for Japanese politics - after the rise of Emperor Hirohito and the subsequent rise of the 

independent Japanese military branches, Japan’s policies became increasingly tinged in militarism 

and nationalism, all the way until World War II, where Japan began to expand even more rapidly and 

aggressively. This doesn’t mean that Japan’s rising militarism occured unchecked - numerous 

factions within the government pulled and pushed the government in different ideological directions 

over the course of the 15 years between the advent of the Showa period and the war. I hope you 

find it interesting! 

On campus, I compete for the Princeton Debate Panel, am a member of the Model UN 

team, and am on the governing council of the American Whig-Cliosophic Society. I also love naps. 

Good luck and have fun at PMUNC! You can email me at shreyask@princeton.edu if you 

have any further questions. 

Best, 

Shreyas Kumar 
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COMMITTEE DESCRIPTION 
 
 

It is January of 1927, and the death of Emperor Yoshihito (commonly known as Emperor 

Taisho) has brought a new era to the Empire of Japan. The nation is at once at a historic high point 

- with the 9th largest GDP in the world, impressive territorial expansion, and an increasingly 

powerful military - and in throes of internal turmoil, marked particularly by political instability, an 

economy increasingly tied to the Western world, and the tribulations of maintaining control of 

conquered peoples. It is a turning point for Japan, and a time to assess and implement goals for the 

future in terms of government, expansion, modernization, and the military. 

You serve as members of the cabinet of His Majesty the Emperor Hirohito (who has just 

adopted the name Emperor Showa, the name he chose for his reign). Your broad qualifications and 

areas of expertise will prove necessary in crafting the course Japan will take in the coming months 

and years. As the Head of State, the Emperor still retains ultimate power, but chooses to abide by 

the advice of his advisors with little intervention. Additionally, given Japan’s relatively new 

Constitution and systems of semi-democratic government, certain cabinet members retain powers to 

persuade, over-rule, and even veto specific actions of the cabinet, either individually or in 

collaboration. Note that the division of authority and power in Japan still remains rather fluid, 

despite a written Constitution, and therefore powers may fluctuate and evolve depending upon your 

actions. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 

 

In the span of less than a century, Japan has experienced rapid modernization and drastic 

shifts from a feudal, fiercely isolated, and militarily weak society to a global superpower, boasting a 

modernized government and economy as well as a military capable of taking on, if not defeating, 

Western might.  

The Tokugawa Period   

The Tokugawa period (1603-1867), also known as the Edo Period, has been characterized as 

both a dark age and a golden age before Western intervention permanently altered Japan’s course, 

marked by the power of the Shogunate.  “Tokugawa” refers not to an Emperor, as with most eras 28

in Japanese imperial history, but to the Tokugawa shogunate.  The Shogunate, or military 29

government controlled by the shogun (a military dictatorship passed down through families), was a 

governmental institution founded in the twelfth century. While technically controlled by the 

Emperor, the shogun and his shogunate possessed increasing power over the centuries, given their 

independence, regional control, and monopoly over violence.  From the 12th century through the 30

middle of the 19th, Japan was mainly controlled by a series of Shogunate dynasties, with brief threats 

to their dominion marked by the rise of daimyo (local warlords) and a brief resurgence of imperial 

power.   31

28 David L. Howell, “Japan,” in Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern World, ed. Peter N. Stearns (Oxford University Press, 
2008). 
29 Ibid. 
30 “Shogunate | Japanese History.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed June 15, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/shogunate. 
31 “Japan Under the Shoguns.” In Oxford Big Ideas Humanities 8 Victorian Curriculum Student Book, 8th ed., 456–95, 2016. 
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The Tokugawa period, during which the Tokugawa Shogunate dynasty controlled Japan after 

the longest civil war in Japanese history, was characterized by the 1636 Act of Seclusion, which 

forbade all immigration and emigration, shut down trade with the West, and left Japan strategically 

isolated for more than 200 years.  Christianity and Christian missionaries were targeted and forced 32

underground as a symptom of Western incursion.  The only contact points Japan kept with the 33

outside world were a single Dutch shipping post in Nagasaki harbor, and continued trade through 

Korea and China, demonstrating their deep suspicion of the West despite kinship towards other 

East Asian nations.   34

Within Japan, society and economy were strictly controlled. Four distinct social classes were 

recognized - Samurai (warrior), artisan, farmer, and merchant - and movement between these classes 

was legally prohibited.  Since 80% of the Japanese population was limited to agricultural trades, a 35

steady source of food was maintained, which can perhaps be identified as the cause of the significant 

economic growth during this period.  Additionally, the Tokugawa period marked expansion of trade 36

and commerce, a degree of urbanization in Tokyo (also known as Edo, the capital under the 

Tokugawa shogunate, and another name for the era), Osaka, and Kyoto, and new cultural and 

artistic traditions.  37

The Opening of Japan 

32 “Japan Under the Shoguns.” In Oxford Big Ideas Humanities 8 Victorian Curriculum Student Book, 8th ed., 456–95, 2016; 
“Tokugawa Period and Meiji Restoration - Facts & Summary.” HISTORY.com. Accessed June 15, 2018. 
http://www.history.com/topics/meiji-restoration. 
33 “Japan’s Historical Resistance to Christianity | The Japan Times.” Accessed June 15, 2018. 
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2017/12/16/national/history/japans-historical-resistance-christianity/#.WyQioRJ
Kho4. 
34 “Tokugawa Period and Meiji Restoration - Facts & Summary.” 
35 “Tokugawa Period | Definition & Facts.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed June 4, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Tokugawa-period. 
36 “Tokugawa Period and Meiji Restoration - Facts & Summary.” 
37 Ibid. 
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By 1853, Japan had successfully maintained its isolation from the outside world for more 

than 200 years. On July 8th, 1853, American Commodore Matthew Perry led four ships to reinitiate 

contact and trade with the Japanese. The reasons for this mission range from the religious (renewing 

missionary interests) to the economic (whaling industry had necessitated ports in Asia) to the 

ideological (many Americans viewed it as their duty to “civilize” China and Japan).   38

The mission was not the first of its kind - earlier iterations had failed and been forbidden to 

land - but Perry was backed by explicit Presidential authority, laid claim to two collections of islands 

south of Japan en route to Tokyo, and arrived with a militarily advanced squadron - forcing 

acceptance through might.  Perry’s impact was a forced acceptance of a treaty that included the 39

return and protection of shipwrecked Americans, the opening of multiple ports for refueling and 

resupplying, and even the right for American-appointed consuls to live at these ports.  The success 40

of this mission can be attributed to the demonstration of force rather than the appeals to the 

Emperor - given both Japanese valuation of force as the ultimate mark of power, and the fact that 

the shogun was the true ruler at this time.  41

This “opening of Japan” via “gunboat diplomacy” to foreigners proved to be the breaking 

point of the Tokugawa shogunate, who had long been struggling with economic stagnation and a 

weakening of the political base.  When the Shogunate looked to the daimyo for bolstering, they 42

found that the anti-foreigner sentiment had moved into pro-imperial sentiment as high up as the 

warrior classes. A widespread dislike of the Perry Treaty and the Harris Treaty five years later (which 

38 “Milestones: 1830–1860 - Office of the Historian.” Accessed June 4, 2018. 
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1830-1860/opening-to-japan. 
39 Ibid. 
40 “Milestones: 1830–1860 - Office of the Historian.” 
41 Ibid. 
42 “Japan - The Opening of Japan | Britannica.Com.” Accessed June 15, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Japan/The-opening-of-Japan. 
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secured economic and commercial privileges for the US in Japan) led to a rallying cry calling for the 

restoration of the Emperor and the expulsion of foreigners.   43

The Meiji Restoration and Meiji Era (1868-1912) 

The Meiji restoration was unique as a coup in that it was not rooted in a popular uprising, 

nor an outside insurgency, and did not even result in bloodshed. Rather, the same class that restored 

the Emperor to power was the class that fell from power after the Tokugawa shogunate 

surrendered. The impact of the restoration was not simply a different dispersion of power, but a 

symbolic step towards modernization - the Emperor ruled Japan as a sovereign state, clarifying its 

unification as a single nation, centralizing power, and allowing for the government to seize control 

of and alter trade and economic systems.   44

After entering diplomatic and commercial treaties with the United States, Japan immediately 

began modernizing, shifting to enter the global stage and compete for international influence. The 

changes can be seen in every sector of Japanese life. The Charter Oath, signed in 1868, which 

formally ended the feudal system, embraced a changing world order.  One of the five principles of 45

the oath declared that “Knowledge shall be sought throughout the world in order to promote the 

welfare of the empire,” while others proclaimed the dissolution of a fixed class system, and 

embraced public discourse in writing policy.  These illustrate the drastic changes in Japanese 46

government, moving specifically towards Western ideologies. 

43 “Harris Treaty | Japanese-United States History.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed June 15, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Harris-Treaty; “Japan - The Opening of Japan | Britannica.Com.” 
44 Kawashima, Shin. “Japan and the 150th Anniversary of the Meiji Restoration.” The Diplomat. Accessed June 15, 2018. 
https://thediplomat.com/2018/04/japan-and-the-150th-anniversary-of-the-meiji-restoration/. 
45 “Charter Oath | Japanese History.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed June 15, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Charter-Oath. 
46 Ibid. 
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Governmentally, the creation of a constitution in 1889 established both a “reverence for the 

Emperor” and representative government, a combination that melded efficiency, tradition, and a 

nod to Western ideals and forward progress.  The constitutional monarchy system was modeled 47

loosely on a Prussian system.  The constitution granted a semblance of democracy to a country 48

seeking to establish itself as modern and “civilized,” but still allowed the Emperor almost unchecked 

power, and had such strict land-ownership requirements that only the wealthiest 1% were able to 

vote in elections for the lower house of the Diet (the parliament).  The degree to which he himself 49

wielded that power is in question, especially considering that the Emperor was twelve at the time of 

his ascension - the power of the Emperor was more generally wielded by a collection of oligarchs in 

his name.  This constitution was “given” to the people rather than voted in democratically, another 50

sign that it was a concession to democracy rather than an embrace.  51

The role of the Emperor is crucial in understanding the Meiji period - the Emperor had 

ultimate power over the constitutional government, the military forces, and even the judicial system 

was carried out in his name.  Ideology of the era also centered around a form of Emperor-worship, 52

rooted in Shinto beliefs (a traditional Japanese religion dating back hundreds of years). This ideology 

was used as a tool of unification to combat Western influence.  Shintoism had fallen out of fashion 53

during the shogunate eras, perhaps because veneration of the Emperor would have undermined the 

47 “After 150 Years, Why Does the Meiji Restoration Matter?” The Economist, February 5, 2018. 
https://www.economist.com/the-economist-explains/2018/02/05/after-150-years-why-does-the-meiji-restoration-matt
er. 
48 “Excerpts From the Meiji Constitution of 1889.” Asia For Educators - Columbia University, September 17, 2009, 10. 
49 Hoffman, Michael. “The Taisho Era: When Modernity Ruled Japan’s Masses.” The Japan Times Online, July 29, 2012. 
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/life/2012/07/29/general/the-taisho-era-when-modernity-ruled-japans-masses/. 
50 Ibid. 
51 “The Meiji Restoration and Modernization: Japan Answers the Challenge of the Western World.” Asia for Educators - 
Columbia University. Accessed June 15, 2018. http://www.indiana.edu/~hisdcl/h207_2002/meijiconstitution.htm. 
52 Ibid. 
53 Ibid. 
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power of the Shogunate, but was reintroduced during the Meiji period, and its history solidified the 

legendary power of the Japanese imperial family.  54

Outreach and travel to Western nations was a top priority from the beginning, and Japan 

introduced modern weaponry and warfare, transportation systems, and infrastructural adaptations to 

compete with Europe and America.  An almost fanatical reproduction of Western items began, 55

ranging from cigarettes to post offices.  Economically, the government originally controlled many 56

of the modern industries, including “building railway and shipping lines, telegraph and telephone 

systems, three shipyards, ten mines, five munitions works, and fifty-three consumer industries 

(making sugar, glass, textiles, cement, chemicals, and other important products).”  The expense of 57

this scale of economic change necessitated privatization, which led to rapid economic growth.  58

Japan began to exercise its modern military capabilities less than fifty years after the Meiji 

Restoration, targeting China and Korea particularly. In 1894, Japan went to war with China over 

Korea (which China held as a vassal state), soundly defeating China. The implications of this battle 

marked Japan as the dominant East Asian force, moving away from the era where China was the 

leader in the region, and demonstrated the weakness of the Chinese empire (which had long been 

suffering under European colonial interventions).  The result was that Japan now held Korea as a 59

vassal state, Taiwan as a colony, and even asserted control over the Liaotung peninsula - albeit 

54 Ibid. 
55 “After 150 Years, Why Does the Meiji Restoration Matter?” 
56 Hoffman, “The Taisho Era.” 
57 “The Meiji Restoration and Modernization: Japan Answers the Challenge of the Western World.” 
58 Ibid. 
59 “First Sino-Japanese War | Facts, Definition, & Causes.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed June 15, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/event/First-Sino-Japanese-War-1894-1895. 
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briefly.  The European powers cooperated to expel Japan from the peninsula, which was later 60

seized by Russia, a move that the Japanese did not forget.  61

In 1904, the Japanese went to war with Russia over both Korea and Manchuria. The two 

states had been in conflict since the Sino-Japanese war, both seeking to expand influence over the 

“Far East.” The first attack of the war was made by the Japanese, who had been building up a 

superior military since defeating China in 1895. The Japanese victory led Japan controlling and 

protecting Korea, and was a message to the outside world: Japan is capable of matching and beating 

Western and European powers at war.  62

From 1905-1910, Japan rapidly expanded its control over Korea, first establishing it as a 

protectorate state in 1905 through the Eulsa treaty, though they had already replaced the Korean 

government with a pro-Japanese government during the Russo-Japanese war.  In 1907, Korea 63

attempted to buck Japanese control through a secret letter to the Second World Peace Conference in 

The Hague.  This incident, known as the Hague Secret Emissary Affair, failed for the Koreans - 64

they were turned down in their pleas for recognition by all nations present.  In 1910, Japan formally 65

annexed Korea through a treaty that was never signed by the Koreans. At this point, Korea was 

officially declared a part of Japan.  66

 

60 “The Meiji Restoration and Modernization.” 
61 Ibid. 
62 “Russo-Japanese War | Causes, Summary, Map, & Significance | Britannica.Com.” Accessed June 17, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Russo-Japanese-War. 
63 Lankov, Andrei. “(528) Eulsa Treaty.” The Korea Times, December 17, 2009, sec. The Dawn of Modern Korea. 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/opinon/2016/02/165_57464.html. 
64 Kweon-hyun, Chung. “The Heroes of the Hague Secret Emissary Affair.” THe Chosen Ilbo, sec. Opinion. Accessed 
June 17, 2018. http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2007/06/07/2007060761009.html. 
65 Ibid. 
66 “The Annexation of Korea to Japan.” The American Journal of International Law 4, no. 4 (1910): 923–25. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/2186806. 
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The Taisho Period (1912-1926) 

The Great War brought interesting changes to Japan - alliances with the victors (Japan was a 

part of the Entente Alliance as a result of its alliance with Britain) as well as some naval assistance, 

led to recognition of Japan as a leading power following the Great War.  Japan’s political 67

maneuvering during the war also enhanced and highlighted its power in the global arena. In delaying 

choosing sides, and making clear their role as a “swing vote,” Japan managed to force Western 

powers to accept their increased control of China, as illustrated in the “Twenty-One Demands” they 

issued to the Chinese in 1915. European powers like England and France could not interfere 

without risking that Japan would ally with Germany.  Similarly, Japan forced the US to officially 68

enter the war in 1917 because the US was wary that Japan would side with Germany.  Japan used 69

this war as an opportunity to position itself as a force to be reckoned with in the Far East. 

The post-war period saw Japan continuing to modernize. The cultural changes in Japan 

mimicked many in the West. An intellectual movement was on the rise - one marked not by 

incredible depth of knowledge, but widespread literacy.  This intellectual movement was shadowed 70

by growing communist sentiments, ones reinforced by the division between the “proletariat” factory 

workers and “salarymen,” the new middle class.  Labor unions were on the rise, and cooperative 71

activist movements such as the “rice riots” of 1918 demonstrate a growing organization of civil 

67 Johnston, Eric. “Japan’s Little-Known, but Significant, Role in World War I.” The Japan Times Online, sec. National 
History. Accessed June 17, 2018. 
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2017/05/09/national/history/japans-little-known-significant-role-world-war/#.W
yblWxJKho4. 
68 Johnston, Eric. “Japan’s Gambit in WWI Set Stage for a Dark Future.” The Japan Times Online, June 16, 2014. 
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/06/16/reference/japans-gambit-wwi-set-stage-dark-future/. 
69Ibid. 
70Hoffman, “The Taisho Era.” 
71 Ibid. 
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society.  Gender roles became more fluid, as is evident in the invention of the “moga” and “mobo” 72

roles (modern girl and modern boy respectively) that embraced more androgenized fashions and 

sexual freedom.  This was Japan’s “Jazz Age.” 73

The term “Taisho Democracy” is often applied to this era, as a result of weakened imperial 

power and the growing roles of party politics in governing the country. The Meiji era represented 

token nods towards democracy, but power was clearly concentrated in the oligarchy behind the 

emperor. The mental disabilities of Emperor Taisho (a result of cerebral meningitis as an infant) 

rendered him unfit to rule.  This left a vacuum rapidly filled by the rise of “party cabinets” (notably, 74

the “Hara” cabinet) and party politics, which were viewed as a democratic replacement to the 

Meiji-era Diet dominated by old samurai families.   75

However, Japan constantly struggled with the threat of militarism, and the Great Kanto 

Earthquake of 1923, which resulted in the devastation of Tokyo and surrounding areas, proved an 

opportune moment for the Imperial Army to seize power in the name of restoring order.  Indeed, 76

with over 150,000 people killed in the resulting fires, and 600,000 homeless, martial law may have 

been a necessity to protect the masses from mob violence and attempted ethnic cleansing - Koreans 

and Chinese living in Tokyo were targeted and murdered.   77

The institution of martial law led to the silencing and killing of many political activists and 

leaders, and an end to Japan’s brief contemplation of union and worker-centric ideology (it never 

72 “Taisho Democracy in Japan: 1912-1926.” Facing History and Ourselves. Accessed June 17, 2018. 
https://www.facinghistory.org/nanjing-atrocities/nation-building/taisho-democracy-japan-1912-1926. 
73Hoffman, “The Taisho Era.” 
74 Ibid. 
75 “The Rise and Fall of Taishō Democracy: Party Politics in Early-Twentieth-Century Japan.” Nippon.Com (blog), 
September 29, 2014. https://www.nippon.com/en/in-depth/a03302/. 
76 “Taisho Democracy in Japan.” 
77 Ibid. 
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reached a true call for communism).  Instead, military maneuvering by the Prime Minister and party 78

leaders suppressed calls for change, as well as violence and anarchist sentiments.  Japan’s “Peace 79

Preservation Law” of 1925 marked a trend toward increased militarism, veneration of the Emperor, 

enshrinement of the Imperial system, and rising nationalist sentiment.  80

Emperor Taisho died on December 25th of 1926. His death marked not a vacuum of power 

- for he himself wielded very little, and his son, Hirohito, acted as regent from 1921 - but 

demonstrated the formal shift of eras.   81

The beginning of a new reign requires the reexamination of the future course of Japan under 

our esteemed Emperor Hirohito. 

   

78 Ibid. 
79 “Taisho Democracy in Japan.” 
80 Mitchell, Richard H. “Japan’s Peace Preservation Law of 1925: Its Origins and Significance.” Monumenta Nipponica 28, 
no. 3 (1973): 317–45. https://doi.org/10.2307/2383786. 
81 “Taishō | Emperor of Japan | Britannica.Com.” Accessed June 18, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Taisho. 
55 Statistics Bureau, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communication. “Population and Households”. (1996). 
http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/chouki/02.html 
56 “Demography of Imperial Japan”. (2018). 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demography_of_Imperial_Japan#Urban_population_in_overseas_territories 
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CURRENT SITUATION 
 

Demographics 

During the Showa period, the Japanese population grew from 60 million to just over 72 

million. 55 Outside of their own population, the Japanese empire included an additional 20 million 

people at the start of the Showa period (and nearly 1 million more in other concessions) and 

approximately 30.5 million at the end (with nearly 1.5 million in concessions)56. 

Religion 

The major religion in Japan during the Showa period was Shintoism. Japanese Shintoism 

does not have any sacred texts, but is instead deeply rooted in historical tradition and folklore that is 

passed down through generations of Japanese society. Shinto gods are referred to as kami, and it is 

believed that these gods and sacred spirits are present in every object of everyday life. Ancestors 

become kami after their death and are also worshipped. Shintoism is also an optimistic religion; 

humans are thought of as generally good and evil spirits are believed to cause all upsetting events.   82

While Shintoism became popular in tandem with Buddhism, but it was during the Meiji 

Period when it was declared the state religion of Japan. The concept of unity of religion and 

government, saisei itchi, rose to prominence during this period.The emperor, citizens, and the nation 

as a whole was considered descendants of kami.  The government constructed Shinto shrines, and 83

priests were elevated to being government officials.  In addition, the government established the 84

Department of Shinto. While there was religious freedom was still permitted, praying to Shinto 

82 “Shinto,” Japan-Guide.com, Accessed September 24, 2018, https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2056.html 
83 “State Shintō,” Encyclopedia Britannica, Published January 2, 2009, Accessed September 24, 2018, 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/State-Shinto  
84 “Shinto,” Japan-Guide.com. 
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shrines was emphasized as the civic duty of all Japanese and Shinto teachings were mandatory in 

Japanese schools.   85

Economy 

Japan’s economy was greatly impacted by World War 1. Despite economic troubles during 

the war, the post-war period was a great boon to the Japanese economy. There was sudden increased 

demand for Japanese products, as supply of European substitutes were increasingly unavailable. This 

quick economic growth lead to the development of a nouveau riche class, the narikin, quickly began 

expanding businesses and spending their wealth. The Japanese government believed that a good 

relationship with US and other Western powers was essential to modernization. 

After the World War 1 economic bubble popped, there were a series of economic crises 

throughout 1920s. These recessions were frequent but short-lived, and the economy was typically 

able to recover quickly. The Japanese response was considered by some to be worrying, as the Bank 

of Japan provided emergency loans to avoid unemployment. While this was good for short-term 

growth, it created unting long term economic problems with high debt. However, the largest 

economic recession was still to come in late 1927. Despite short term recessions, the manufacturing 

industries were growing continually during the 1920s. This growth specifically occurred in heavy and 

chemical industries, where many new companies started.  86

Internal Politics 

At the time, the internal factions strongly pushed and pulled each other and Japanese policy 

writ large. The one commonality between all politicians and political parties was the prevalence of 

pork barrel politics - politicians made deals with each other on behalf of their own constituencies 

85 “State Shintō,” Encyclopedia Britannica.  
86 Kenichi Ohno, The Economic Development of Japan (Tokyo: GRIPS Development Forum, 2006), 98-110.  
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interests (and by extension, the politicians’ electoral interests) frequently. As a consequence, there 

were no medium- or long-term term party goals, beyond the collection of political funds and the 

entrenchment of power.  87

The second overarching issue was the extent to which Japanese politicians supported 

nationalism and pan-Asianism (the unity of all Asian peoples). The majority party at the beginning of 

the Showa period was aggressively pan-Asianist and antipathic towards white foreigners. For 

example, many prominent majority thinkers in the early Showa period believed that the international 

institutions that sought to create “pacifism” were instead veneers of a broader movement to 

maintain Western hegemony.  This aggression is furthered by the independence of the military from 88

the rest of the government, answerable only to the emperor. 

Foreign Policy 

Japan had footholds in two regions - China and Manchuria (northern China, just above the 

Japanese-held Korean peninsula) - Japan continued to push its imperialist agenda in China, largely as 

a reaction to Western expansionism - for example, Britain was unwilling to give up extraterritorial 

rights and tariff autonomy back to China.  This was also true of Manchuria - Japan believed that its 89

holding of the Manchurian region was vital to Japan’s survival as a buffer to Russia and Western 

powers.  Japan exerted influence over these regions both with military force and with soft power - 90

prior to the Showa period, for example, Japan used loans to support the incumbent Chinese 

87 Masataka Kosaka, The Showa Era (1926-1989). Daedalus, Vol. 119, No. 3, Showa: The Japan of Hirohito (Summer, 
1990), pp. 27-47 
88 Ibid. pp 27-47 
89 Masataka Kosaka, The Showa Era (1926-1989). Daedalus, Vol. 119, No. 3, Showa: The Japan of Hirohito (Summer, 
1990), pp. 27-47 
90 Shinichi Kitaoka. Daedalus, Vol. 119, No. 3, Showa: The Japan of Hirohito (Summer, 1990), pp. 155- 176 
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government, but these attempts were overtaken by a rise in pro-American Chinese Nationalists to 

the point where China and the United States became deeply entangled. 
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QUESTION TO CONSIDER 
 
 

● To what extent should the Japanese government militarize? cede control to the military? 

expand? 

● Should Japan primarily use diplomacy or military threat to engage with foreign powers? 

● How much hegemony should Japan seek to gain in its region? 

● What is the end goal of a successful Japanese state? 

● With party leadership and parties in power constantly changing, how will the politicians and 

the polity reach political stability? 

● How should cultural ideology (Shintoism, pan-Asianism) play a role in Japanese 

policy-making? 
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POSITIONS 
 
 
Kenseikai (ruling party) 

Reijirō Wakatsuki  

 Prime Minister of Japan as of January 1926. A career government official, Reijirō has served as a 

high-ranking member of the Kenseikai party for the last decade, taking over as its leader after Prime 

Minister Katō died in office. Without a majority in the Lower House, Reijirō must maintain a 

coalition government cooperating with the other opposition party leaders. 

  

Kataoka Naoharu  

Minister of Finance and long term government official with experience in business and 

entrepreneurship. Favorable to labor issues despite experiences in corporate leadership. Member of 

the Kenseikai party. 

  

Fujisawa Ikunosuke  

 Minister of Commerce and Industry and longtime bureaucrat with a background in law. 

 

Hamaguchi Osachi  

Minister of Home Affairs, and nicknamed the “Lion” due to his mane of hair and reserved 

demeanor, Hamaguchi has previously served as Finance Minister and proposed extensive spending 

cuts. As Home Minister, he promotes moral campaigns against public spending and a 

populace-based effort to reduce Japan’s trade deficit. Member of the Kenseikai party. 
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 Adachi Kenzō  

Minister of Communications with background as an independent war correspondent in Korea in the 

1880s. Known for hardline stance against China, and ties to the assassination of the Korean 

Empress (though acquitted by a Japanese court). Characterized by socialist/pro-government leanings 

and a tendency to question the party line, though a member of the ruling Kenseikai government. 

  

Koizumi Matajirō  

Vice-Chairman of the House of Peers and Secretary-General of the Kenseikai party (the official 

leader). A vocal supporter of ultranationalism, he was an incredibly popular representative known 

for his fiery speeches 

 

Gotō Shinpei   

The former Governor-General of Taiwan, largely responsible for Taiwan’s economically thriving 

and self-sustaining position after instituting a robust infrastructure and government monopolization 

of several industries. Also the former head of the Japanese Railway Bureau and the former director 

of the Southern Manchuria Railway Company. Advocated for strong Japanese expansionism and 

Pan-Asianism. 

  

Rikken Seiyūkai (main opposition party) 

Baron Giichi Tanaka  

A general with extensive experience honed during WWI, multiple terms as War Minister, and a 

powerful role in Rikken Seiyūkai, the main opposition to the ruling Kenseikai party. Tanaka is fluent 
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in Russian, has experience and connections in Manchuria, and a history of accepting large sums of 

money for political dealings. 

 

Ichirō Hatoyama  

A rising star of the Seiyūkai party, second to Tanaka, with an incredibly powerful, cosmopolitan 

family. A young up-and-comer with ties to the wealthy intellectual elite, and a family history of 

government service. 

  
Inukai Tsuyoshi  

A senior member of the Seiyūkai, with a long history of executive service, having served as the 

Minister of Education and Minister of Communications in several previous regimes. A staunchly 

conservative and nationalist politician, he also supported the Chinese and Vietnamese rebellions 

during his life as a fervent Pan-Asianist. 

  

Suzuki Kisaburō  

 A high level Seiyūkai leader with strong party loyalty and a history of executive service as Justice 

Minister and Home Minister. Kisaburō strongly opposed dissent, helping spearhead policies to 

outlaw and arrest the Japanese Communist party. In his capacity as Home Minister, Kisaburō also 

pushed for the replacement of prefectural governors and mid-/high-level members of the Ministry 

with members of Rikken Seiyūkai 
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Takahashi Korekiyo  

Former Prime Minister and Minister of Finance and a well-respected institutional member of Rikken 

Seiyūkai. Known not to always advocate for the party line and, while implicitly associated with the 

party, has officially resigned from party ranks. Opposes the growth of the military in Japan and seeks 

to make Japan an economic power first and foremost. 

 

Seiyu Honto (fractured faction of the main opposition party) 

Tokonami Takejirō  

Along with Yamamoto Tatsuo, Tokonami Takejirō led about half of Rikken Seiyūkai’s members to 

split from the party and to form the Seiyu Honto after a previous Prime Minister did not appoint 

enough party members to his cabinet. A former governor and Home Minister, his ability to lead a 

major swing voting bloc in Parliament is sought after. 

  

Yamamoto Tatsuo  

A former Minister of Agriculture and former governor of the Bank of Japan. Often passed up for 

leadership roles in government and distrusted because of his vacillating support between Rikken 

Seiyukai and Seiyu Honto. Favored an increase in state repression of dissent in order to maintain 

power 
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Independent 

Baron Kijūrō Shidehara  

 As Minister of Foreign Affairs and a leading diplomat, Shidehara has represented Japan extensively 

on the global stage. An adamant pacifist and peacemaker, Shidehara occupies the role of moderate 

and liaison to leading global powers. 

 

Kazushige Ugaki  

Minister of War, interested in entrenching the power of the Japanese Army in light of the rising 

political power of the Japanese Navy, which was growing in response to the Pacific threat of the 

United States. The War Minister was held largely unaccountable by the civilian government, 

answerable only to the Emperor, and was appointed by and a former major general of the Army. 

 

Takarabe Takeshi  

Minister of the Japanese Imperial Navy. A political moderate who opposed the rising militarization 

of Japan, Takarabe preferred diplomacy over military force. The Navy Minister was largely 

unaccountable to the Diet of Japan and the Prime Minister, answerable only to the Emperor 

 

Baron Hiranuma Kiichirō  

Chairman of the House of Peers (the Upper House of the Imperial Diet) and member of the Privy 

Council to the Emperor. Strongly opposed to Wakatsuki Reijirō's reforms and the reduction of the 

size of the military. Favored an isolationist and militaristic Japan. 
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Uchida Kōsai  

Twice a former acting Prime Minister, Uchida Kōsai was an extremely prominent and 

well-connected diplomat, acting as ambassador to the (now-deposed) Chinese Qing imperial family, 

Austria-Hungary, the United States, and Bolshevik Russia. Did not supports Japan’s imperialism or 

rising militarism 

  

Salonji Kinmochi  

The sole surviving genrõ (a title given to Japanese elder statesmen who were considered the modern 

founding fathers). Incredibly respected and, as the only genrō remaining, given the unilateral 

responsibility and power to name new Prime Ministers (as long as he was confident they had 

coalition support). Strongly opposed Japanese militarism and the military establishment, but 

appointed military men to the Prime Minister position if necessary 
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
 
 
Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to the Joint Crisis Committee on Japanese Imperialism! My name is Dina, and I’m a 

sophomore majoring in Molecular Biology with a certificate in Near Eastern Studies. This is my 

second year staffing PMUNC, and I am excited to see the unique energy and ideas that you will 

bring to this committee and the conference as a whole. 

This committee’s will be dealing with the issues regarding Korea during Japanese imperialism. This 

is a dynamic time in Korea’s history, and there are many coinciding issues to grapple with. The 

Japanese have installed a Governor-general in Korea as they try to institutionalize their rule and 

expand their empire. Within Korea, there is a movement brewing for independence, spurred on by 

some local leaders as well as those in exile. Meanwhile, the Korean provisional government sits in 

exile in China. 

In this committee, you have the challenging task of managing both Korea’s domestic affairs under 

Japanese rule, and your relation to the other powers at play – China, Japan, and the Korean 

provisional government. This will often require you to venture outside this committee and into the 

affairs of the other committees in the Joint Crisis, just as the actions they undertake in their own 

committees will impact ours. I hope that you will take this challenge in stride, and use all the 

resources and contacts available to you, within and outside the Korea committee, to shape both the 

history of Korea and your own character’s life. 
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I hope to see you soon and to engage with you during a wonderful and exciting weekend. Until then, 

read this guide, do some research, and come to PMUNC with your energy and your creative ideas. 

Best, 

Dina Kuttab 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

60 
 



[JAPANESE IMPERIALISM: SHŌWA PERIOD] PMUNC 2018 

INTRODUCTION  
 
 

It is January of 1927, and Korea has been under Japanese control for more than two decades 

- formally annexed for 17 years. A colony of the Empire of Japan, the Korean people are in a 

constant struggle of resistance against their oppressive rulers. Numerous armed confrontations 

between independence forces and the Japanese happen every month whilst many resistance groups 

and movements towards independence bubble beneath the surface of a severely repressed nation. 

The Japanese wish to disrupt and eradicate Korean culture, beating down their people and 

continually bringing more Japanese influence to the nation from people and culture to religion and 

direct authority. 
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COMMITTEE DESCRIPTION 
 
 

You serve as key members of both the Imperial and resistance movements in Korea. The 

fate of the Korean nation rests in your hands. With the political and sovereign power residing with 

the Japanese, the Koreans dreaming of independence are reliant on those of who you are in 

positions to obstruct Japanese authority, while those of you who serve the Japanese Emperor are 

tasked with defending your country and protecting their colonial power over Korea. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
 

Korea, once known as both Joseon and the Empire of Korea, has struggled for more than 

500 years to establish and maintain its independence from outside influences. As the Joseon Dynasty 

drew to a close at the end of the 19th century, Korea’s political disorganization and outdated and 

outnumbered military made it a pawn in Far Eastern expansion efforts. Now held by the Japanese 

for more than two decades, first as a protectorate, and then annexed as part of the Empire of Japan, 

Koreans have struggled to unite and retake their country, re-establishing sovereignty over the 

peninsula of Korea. 

 

Joseon Dynasty (1392-1897) 

The Joseon Dynasty (also known as the Choson or Yi Dynasty after the ruling family) was 

founded by Yi Sông-gye in Hanyang, modern day Seol, in 1392.  Korea was closely tied to the 91

Chinese Ming Dynasty at this point - China considered Korea to be a vassal state (though Korea 

battled with that relationship at various points) and had strong influences on Korean culture.  The 92

Joseon dynasty, in contrast to the political turmoil in neighboring countries, was marked by relative 

stability and impressive longevity, an environment well-suited to political and cultural progress.  93

Joseon was founded as a Confucian state, embracing the Confucian philosophies of ancestor 

veneration, ritualism, separation of male and female roles (though not necessarily promoting male 

91 “Chosŏn Dynasty | Korean History.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed June 18, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Choson-dynasty. 
92 Ibid. 
93 Ibid. 
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superiority), and intellectualism.  In fact, one reason for the beginning of the Joseon dynasty - the 94

justification for a distinct separation from the Goryeo dynasty - was the recognition of a heavenly 

mandate of a Confucian dynasty, one that could only be realized through a completely new dynasty.

 Joseon Confucianism is an iteration of neo-Confucianism - Yi Sông-gye and his compatriots 95

embraced the neo-Confucian ideology created during the Yuan dynasty in China, which prescribed a 

new metaphysical argument against Buddhism and Taoism.  The uprooting of the Buddhist 96

establishment in Korea was also a facet of the new Neo-Confucian movement, both intellectually 

and in practice - Buddhism was no longer recognized as the state religion, and lands were seized 

from temples during this period.  97

Confucianism was the basis for many of the systems of government and society laid out in 

the Joseon dynasty. In the governmental sphere, the creation of a civil service exam (Gwageo), which 

was the only route to offices as government officials during that era, was founded in line with the 

Confucian emphasis on academic aptitude.  Scores on these tests were marks of pride for entire 98

family lines, and the crimson certificates given to scholars who passed were handed down for 

generations.   The tests had both practical and classical sections - aristocrats tended to take the 99

classical tests, while commoners studied the practical skills such as medicine, translation, and 

astrology.  The emphasis on education, while not entirely democratic (defining and preserving 100

94 “1450-1750: Korea: The Choson (Yi) Dynasty | Central Themes and Key Points.” Asia for Educators - 
Columbia University. Accessed June 19, 2018. http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/main_pop/kpct/kp_choson.htm. 
95 Young-jin, Koh. “Neo-Confucianism as the Dominant Ideology in Joseon.” Korea Journal 43, no. 4 (Winter 
2003): 59–86. 
96 Ibid. 
97 “1450-1750: Korea: The Choson (Yi) Dynasty | Central Themes and Key Points.” 
98 “Gwageo: Gateway to Success in Joseon.” Korea Herald, January 3, 2013, sec. Culture. 
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20130103000848. 
99 Ibid. 
100 Ibid. 
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nobility was interwoven with passing the gwageo), provided a more merit-based approach to 

government service, and demonstrates the importance of education in a Confucian system.  101

Not everyone was allowed to take the gwageo - only the landowning classes were permitted to 

do so. An important societal development during the early Joseon years, which stretched throughout 

the era, was the yangban (two-groups) system, which referred to the civil-officials and 

military-officials.  The term yangban is expanded to refer to the entire land-owning class by the 102

Joseon era. As the only class allowed to take the gwageo, they were imbued with many legal privileges, 

including exemption from military service, but were expected to behave in specific ways - with 

courtesy, righteousness, and generosity.  They were also required to produce a member of the 103

family to pass the gwageo at least once every three generations, or they forfeited their status.  104

Agricultural systems were also formed based on Confucian values, which prescribed feeding 

and clothing the public as the main role of a ruler.  The application of academics to the 105

improvement of agricultural systems led to a development of new methods of farming that did not 

require leaving ground to lie fallow, which increased production rates.   106

Emphasis on Confucian social values also played a large part in the early Joseon years, 

focusing on the dynamics of relationships - the “three bonds and five relations” between husband 

and wife, father and son, and subject and minister, brothers, and friends.  These rules for 107

101 Won, Chang-ae. “‘Gwageo’ Exam Is Ladder to Success in Joseon Kingdom.” Korea Times, April 1, 2014. 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2018/06/628_154487.html. 
102 “Yangban | Korean Society.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed June 19, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/yangban. 
103 Ibid. 
104 Ibid. 
105 Young-jin, “Neo-Confucianism as the Dominant Ideology in Joseon.” 
106 Ibid. 
107 Ibid. 
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interactions were meant to be applied to all social relationships. Family and duty remained focal 

points throughout the era.  108

Korea faced incursions from the outside frequently. Japan attempted to invade first in 1592, 

under Toyotomi Hideyoshi.  The attack, known as the Imjin War, was unsuccessful because of 109

Chinese intervention in favor of the Koreans.  The Japanese may have lost the war, but much had 110

been destroyed in Korea over the six years of repeated incursions - in some areas, as much as ⅚ of 

the farmland had been turned to wasteland, civilians had been massacred, and huge quantities of 

cultural artifacts were seized or destroyed.  Books, ancient architecture, porcelains and more were 111

taken by Japanese warriors or simply burned.  The Tokugawa shogunate, in the wake of 112

Hideyoshi’s death, negotiated peace with Korea, realizing that the invasions had been a mistake, and 

remained on fairly good terms for the next few centuries.  Unofficially, however, Japanese Wokou 113

pirates had been landing on the coast of Korea and China since the thirteenth century, and in large 

numbers were capable of sacking entire villages.  In the employ of Japanese feudal leaders, these 114

pirates were used in various civil wars and attacks on Korea, rather than simply in isolation.  115

However, after various negotiations were made with the feudal leaders agreeing to allow in a certain 

number of Japanese trade ships every year, the relationship improved, and attacks decreased.  116

108 Ibid. 
109 (趙興國) Cho Hung-guk 조흥국. “The 1592 Japanese Invasion of Korea and Diplomacies of Siam and 
China.” Journal of Asian History 51, no. 1 (2017): 87–102. https://doi.org/10.13173/jasiahist.51.1.0087. 
110 Kim, Joy S. “The Imjin War: Japan’s Sixteenth-Century Invasion of Korea and Attempt to Conquer China 
(Review).” Korean Studies 32, no. 1 (2008): 186–88. https://doi.org/10.1353/ks.0.0015. 
111 Lee, Kenneth B. Korea and East Asia: The Story of a Phoenix. Greenwood Publishing Group, 1997. 
112 Ibid. 
113 Ibid. 
114 “Wakō | Japanese History | Britannica.Com.” Accessed June 19, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/wako. 
115 Ibid. 
116 Ibid. 
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Nonetheless, Korea’s role as a pawn fought over between Japan and Korea was evident early in the 

Joseon dynasty. 

While China had long considered Korea a vassal state, this relationship was constantly being 

re-examined and confirmed through warfare. They were indebted to the Ming, both through old 

vassal relationships and their defense during the Imjin War, but were vulnerable to attacks from the 

Qing people in Manchuria, who would soon take over China.  Severely weakened from the 117

Japanese attacks, the Koreans were vulnerable to the Manchurian invasions.  The Manchu 118

invasions of 1627 and 1636 established first a “brother” relationship between the Manchu people (to 

become the Qing dynasty in between the two invasions) and the Koreans, and then a new 

relationship where the Qing would act as the “older brother” (the use of the “brother” relationship 

nods again to the Confucian understandings of the five relations).   119

The next two centuries were largely peaceful. Korea turned inward, embracing a policy of 

seclusion that left it relatively unscathed in comparison to the invasions and wars taking place in 

Europe and other Asian nations at the same time.  This earned them the nickname of the “Hermit 120

Kingdom.” Interactions with Japan were limited to the island of Tsushima, while those with China 

were limited to annual tributary missions.   121

By the 1700s, Korea was beginning to look away from Confucianism and towards 

modernization. They embraced a new method of “practical learning” called Silhak in opposition to 

the traditional and ideological Confucian academic system. This system addressed land reform, 

117 “Chosŏn Dynasty | Korean History.” 
118 Ibid. 
119 Lee, Korea and East Asia. 
120 “1450-1750: Korea: The Choson (Yi) Dynasty | Central Themes and Key Points.” 
121 Ibid. 
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farming, the abolition of strict class systems and slavery, technology, and commerce.  In practice, 122

this began to set the stage for a modern Korea. 

In 1866, Korea experienced a military involvement with the United States, known as the 

General Sherman incident, wherein a US ship initiating trade was turned away from Korea. When 

the ship refused to follow order, or misunderstood the request, continued on their path, and ran 

aground Koreans burned the ship and beat the crew to death.  This “gunboat diplomacy” method 123

had succeeded in Japan a decade earlier under Commodore Perry, but the Koreans repeatedly 

rebuffed both American and French attempts to recreate that success.  Korea preferred to 124

maintain its isolation in an era where that was becoming increasingly difficult. 

The Japanese, after the Meiji Restoration in 1868, had begun to attempt further trade and 

diplomatic negotiations with Korea and China, but found themselves repeatedly rebuffed by Korea.

 Instead, the Japanese negotiated with a friendlier China, meeting on the island of Kanghwa off 125

the coast of Korea.  The deal, an “unequal treaty” in the style of Western treaties of the era, 126

established Korea as its own independent nation, like Japan, but forced trade privileges in Korea that 

were not reciprocated by Japan.  Korea was “opened” not by a Western nation, but by Japan itself, 127

in the Treaty of Kanghwa.  

122 “Silhak | Korean Political Philosophy.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed June 19, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Silhak. 
123 Kyung, Moon Hwang. “Korea, US and General Sherman Incident.” Korea Times, August 16, 2017, sec. 
Korean Historical Sense. http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/opinion/2018/06/633_234855.html. 
124 “1750-1919: Korea: The West and Japan (1860s-1919) | Central Themes and Key Points.” Asia for 
Educators - Columbia University. Accessed June 19, 2018. 
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/main_pop/kpct/kp_koreajapan.htm. 
125 “China - Japan and the Ryukyu Islands.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed June 19, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/place/China. 
126 “1750-1919: Korea: The West and Japan (1860s-1919) | Central Themes and Key Points.” 
127 Ibid. 
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Rivalries over control of Korea broke out first between China and Japan, and later between 

Russia and Japan. The Kanghwa treaty had initiated a separation between Korea and China, which 

was confirmed via military struggle. The Donghak (or Tonghak) peasant rebellion of 1894 sparked 

the conflict - peasants following a “tonghak” (Eastern Learning) ideology fought Western culture, 

and the Korean government called for Chinese aid. Japan sent troops without being asked, and 

China and Japan clashed in Korea, which led to full on warfare.  Japan soundly defeated China, and 128

solidified Japanese control over the peninsula.  This had the added consequence of utterly 129

destroying the reputation of the Qing government, which rapidly lost power and support.   130

 

The Empire of Korea (1897-1910) 

Korea declared a new Empire - the Empire of Korea - in 1897 under Emperor Gojong. This 

did not represent a coup or a shift in power, but a declaration of a new era - the renaming of the 

territory as an Empire, and the reestablishment of the importance of the Emperor.  The creation 131

of the Empire marks an attempt to move away from the corruption and “backwardness” of the end 

of the Joseon dynasty, and modernize Korea. From reforms, to the construction of new 

transportation methods, to attempts to stabilize Korea’s autonomy and modernize land ownership, 

the era was one of change - cut short by Japanese interventions.  132

128 “Tonghak Uprising | Korean History.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed June 19, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Tonghak-Uprising. 
129 “First Sino-Japanese War | Facts, Definition, & Causes.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Accessed June 15, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/event/First-Sino-Japanese-War-1894-1895. 
130 “The Biggest Lesson of the First Sino-Japanese War | The Diplomat.” Accessed June 19, 2018. 
https://thediplomat.com/2014/08/the-biggest-lesson-of-the-first-sino-japanese-war/. 
131 Kyung, Moon Hwang. “Looking Back at Great Korean Empire.” Korea Times, October 18, 2017, sec. 
Korean Historical Sense. https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/opinion/2018/05/633_237901.html. 
132 Ibid. 
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Japan had seized the Korean palace in July of 1894, and had a strong influence on the 

government in the years following the Sino-Japanese war, even before officially establishing control 

over Korea.  The pro-Japanese government began a series of reforms, known as the Gabo reforms, 133

that modernized the social systems of Korea, from abolishing slavery to eliminating hereditary social 

classes.  134

In 1904, the Japanese went to war with Russia over both Korea and Manchuria. The two 

states had been in conflict since the Sino-Japanese war, both seeking to expand influence over the 

“Far East.” The first attack of the war was made by the Japanese, who had been building up a 

superior military since defeating China in 1895. The Japanese victory led to the establishment of 

Korea as a protectorate, and was a message to the outside world: Japan is capable of matching and 

beating Western and European powers at war.  135

From 1905-1910, Japan rapidly expanded its control over Korea, first establishing it as a 

protectorate state in 1905 through the Eulsa treaty, though they had already replaced the Korean 

government with a pro-Japanese government during the Russo-Japanese war.  In 1907, Korea 136

attempted to buck Japanese control through a secret letter to the Second World Peace Conference in 

The Hague.  This incident, known as the Hague Secret Emissary Affair, failed for the Koreans - 137

they were turned down in their pleas for recognition by all nations present.  In 1910, Japan 138

133 Kyung, Moon Hwang. “Three Major Events Happened in Korea in 1894.” Korea Times, July 23, 2014, sec. 
Korean Historical Sense. http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/opinion/2018/06/633_161556.html. 
134 Ibid. 
135 “Russo-Japanese War | Causes, Summary, Map, & Significance | Britannica.Com.” Accessed June 17, 2018. 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Russo-Japanese-War. 
136 Lankov, Andrei. “(528) Eulsa Treaty.” The Korea Times, December 17, 2009, sec. The Dawn of Modern 
Korea. http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/opinon/2016/02/165_57464.html. 
137 Kweon-hyun, Chung. “The Heroes of the Hague Secret Emissary Affair.” THe Chosen Ilbo, sec. Opinion. 
Accessed June 17, 2018. http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2007/06/07/2007060761009.html. 
138 Ibid. 
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formally annexed Korea through a treaty that was never signed by the Koreans. At this point, Korea 

was officially declared a colony of Japan.  139

 

Korea Under Japanese Rule 

For the first ten years of Japanese colonialism, Korea was directly ruled by the Japanese 

military.  The governor general of Korea was directly responsible to the Japanese Emperor, who 140

(nominally) controlled the military.  The goal of the Japanese appeared to be the forced 141

replacement of Korean culture with Japanese culture, beginning with language - speaking or teaching 

in Korean was forbidden, and all public places were forced to use Japanese.  Schooling was strictly 142

controlled, and only approved history texts were used, with hundreds of thousands of ancient 

Korean texts consigned to the fire.  Emperor veneration, through Shinto religion, was inculcated as 143

well.  Schoolchildren were required to pledge allegiance to Japan and the Emperor every morning.144

 Japan took control of labor and land, transforming the landscape through foreign plants and 145

seizing property.  Many farmers were forced to give up their land and become tenant farmers if 146

139 “The Annexation of Korea to Japan.” The American Journal of International Law 4, no. 4 (1910): 923–25. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/2186806. 
140 “20th CENTURY: Korea as a Colony of Japan, 1910-1945 | Central Themes and Key Points.” Asia for 
Educators - Columbia University. Accessed June 17, 2018. 
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/main_pop/kpct/kp_koreaimperialism.htm. 
141 “The Annexation of Korea | The Japan Times.” The Japan Times Online, August 29, 2010, sec. Editorials. 
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2010/08/29/editorials/the-annexation-of-korea/#.WylC1BJKho4. 
142 Blakemore, Erin. “How Japan Took Control of Korea.” HISTORY. Accessed June 19, 2018. 
http://www.history.com/news/japan-colonization-korea. 
143 Ibid. 
144 Ibid. 
145  “The Annexation of Korea | The Japan Times.” 
146 Blakemore, “How Japan Took Control of Korea.” 
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they could not produce documentation as to their ownership of the land. Much of the rice produced 

in Korea was sent directly to Japan - as much as 60%, by some estimates.  147

Korea strongly resisted the Japanese takeover. Armed resistance was common even before 

Korea was officially annexed - from 1907-1910, there were more than 2,800 incidents of armed 

resistance, and more than 17,700 Koreans killed.  The largest independence movement in this era 148

was the March 1st Movement in 1919, known also as the Samil Independence Movement, or the 

Manse Demonstrations.  This movement was precipitated both by international independence 149

sentiments, support from young Koreans in Shanghai and Tokyo, and the death of Emperor 

Gojong. On March 1st, 33 religious leaders disseminated a Korean Declaration of Independence 

before turning themselves in to the police. A series of demonstrations riots broke out around the 

country, with students and workers of every class participating. Of more than 300 separate cities 

with demonstrations, more than 200 were met by violence from the Japanese, who shot into the 

crowds. When students failed to return to school on March 5th, buildings were burned, including 

schools. More than 1,500 separate demonstrations took place. More than 7,500 Koreans died, and 

more than 46,000 were arrested.   150

The result of the March 1st Movement was a relaxation of some restrictions by the Japanese 

to make their rule more tolerable to the Koreans. The military police force was replaced by a civilian 

force in some areas. The Korean press was allowed a limited degree of freedom. The Declaration of 

147  “The Annexation of Korea | The Japan Times.” 
148 Ibid. 
149 Corby, Elowyn. “Koreans Protest Japanese Control in the ‘March 1st Movement,’ 1919.” Global 
Nonviolent Action Database - Swarthmore College, March 18, 2011. 
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/content/koreans-protest-japanese-control-march-1st-movement-1919. 
150 Ibid. 
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Independence also resulted in the creation of the partially recognized government in exile, the 

Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea.  151

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

151 Corby, “Koreans Protest Japanese Control in the ‘March 1st Movement,’ 1919.” 
62 Lahmeyer, Jan. “Korea: historical demographical data of the whole country before 1950“. (2001). 
http://www.populstat.info/Asia/koreaco.htm 
63 “Population of Japan”. (1996). http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/kokusei/2000/final/hyodai.html 
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CURRENT SITUATION 
 

 

Demographics 

During the Showa period, the population of Korea grew from approximately 19.5 million to 

roughly 27.5 million62. In the 1940 census the population stood at approximately 24.3 million (of 

whom 700,000 were Japanese, 23.5 million were Koreans, and 70,000 of other nationalities)63.  

 

Religion 

The traditional religion of the Korean people is Shamanism. Shamanism is better described 

as a set of practices rather than a religion and is often combined with elements of Buddhism. They 

believe that the world is full of spirits who hold an important role in the lives of individuals and 

communities. Some individuals, called shamans, have a "calling" that allows them to communicate 

with the world of spirits; they employ trance-inducing techniques to enter a state of altered 

consciousness in order to interact with the spirit world. Shamanistic rituals are mainly performed for 

practical benefits (healing, protection, solving problems, bringing good fortune, avoiding 

misfortune) rather than worship. When the Japanese came about in Korea, however, they brought 

with them Shinto .  152

Japanese Shinto is a traditional Japanese religion that focuses on carrying out diligent ritual 

practices which serve to create a connection between present-day Japan and its ancient self .  To 153

mark the beginning of Japanese colonial rule over Korea and their subordination, in 1913, the 

152 "Korean Shamanism." Korean Shamanism. Accessed August 26, 2018. http://shamanism.sgarrigues.net/. 
153 John Nelson. A Year in the Life of a Shinto Shrine. 1996. pp. 7–8. 
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Korean royal family presented an offering at the site of the Shinto shrine in Seoul to the Japanese. 154

During Japan’s occupation of Korea they forced its citizens to observe their Shinto religion, visit its 

shrines that they erected , and sought to weaken the hold of Christianity and Korea’s traditional 155

religion over the Korean people . 156

Japan’s colonization of Korea made Korean ruling elites and leading nationalists 

open-minded to Protestant forms of Christianity as a method of resistance. Afraid of Japanese 

aggression, the elites made a desperate effort to maintain their country’s sovereignty and 

independence by countering this hostility with the help of missionaries, who were thought to be key 

to modernization and could serve as a bridge between Korea and the West, particularly the USA. 

Since Protestantism’s introduction to Korea in 1885, they have welcomed it as a positive way of 

shaping their modern society and as a pivotal part of their national survival. In turn, Protestant 

missionaries persuasively portrayed themselves as pioneers of modernity. These missionaries and 

their modern religion met the Korean desire for the modern as mission institutions served as 

primary carriers for modern education and medicine. Therefore, in late nineteenth and early 

twentieth century Korea, being Christian was often synonymous with being modern . 157

 

 

 

154 Henry, Todd (2014). Assimilating Seoul: Japanese Rule and the Politics of Public Space in Colonial Korea, 
1910–1945. University of California Press. ISBN 9780520958418. 
155 Nakajima, Michio. "Shinto Deities That Crossed the Sea: Japan's" Overseas Shrines," 1868 to 1945". Japanese 
Journal of Religious Studies. 37 (1): 21–46. JSTOR 27822898 
156 Kenneth Scott Latourette, Christianity in a revolutionary age: A history of Christianity in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, volume 5: The 20th Century Outside Europe (1962) pp 415–417 
157 DigiTool Stream Gateway Error. Accessed August 26, 2018. 
http://digitool.library.mcgill.ca/webclient/StreamGate?folder_id=0&dvs=1535291888200~693. 
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Agriculture 

Korea’s agricultural industry includes a significant amount of rice production which 

contributes greatly to both its economy and national diet. Since Japan changed the laws around land 

ownership, making it more difficult for the average person to obtain or keep land (since written 

proof was required whereas, before, verbal contracts were very common), Japanese land ownership 

has soared - taking a lot of land and agricultural power away from the Koreans . Many previously 158

Korean landowners and agricultural workers became mere tenant farmers after they lost their 

entitlements virtually overnight because they could not pay for the land reclamation and irrigation 

improvements forced on them . One of the organizations that took a great deal of land was the 159

Oriental Development Company. This organization was forcibly established by the Japanese 

government in 1908, owned one third of the arable land in Korea by 1927, where they had tenants 

pay over 50% of their production for rent. 

Another example of Japan’s oppression of Korean land and agriculture was the Rice 

Production Development Program, established in 1920 by Japan, which was aimed at increasing rice 

supply within its empire. In Korea, the program placed emphasis upon reversing the decay in water 

control . Japan provided subsidies for irrigation projects, and set up institutions to lower 160

information, negotiation, and enforcement costs in building new waterways and reservoirs. 

Improved irrigation made it possible for peasants to grow high yielding rice seed varieties. 

Completion of a chemical fertilizer factory in 1927 increased the use of fertilizer, further boosting 

the yields from the new type of rice seeds. 

158 The Historical Experience of Agrarian Reform in Our Country. Pyongyang. 1974. pp. 6–7. 
159 McCune, Shannon (1964). Korea's Heritage. Rutland: Charles Tuttle. p. 86. 
160 "The Economic History of Korea." EHnet. Accessed August 24, 2018. 
https://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-economic-history-of-korea/. 
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Trade/Economy 

Before Japanese Imperialism, Korea was primarily an agricultural economy, with land as the 

main economic commodity. The economy was self-sustaining, based mostly on local trade, as trade 

with both China and Japan was restricted. The Korean government had control over most trade, as 

well as the distribution of land. There was a strict social class system, so occupation and economic 

status was based on the social class they were born into . 161

Under Japanese rule, Japan took control of the Korean economy, and Korea underwent 

rapid industrialization and modernisation. The Japanese were heavily involved in developing the 

Korean economy - they built vast infrastructure, promoted the establishment of industries, and 

invested in entrepreneurship. They also abolished the social class system, allowing for social 

mobility. However, the Japanese replaced the ruling class, and many government positions went to 

Japanese immigrants to Korea. The government also nationalized much of the agricultural land and 

redistributed them to Japanese immigrants. This caused an economic divide between the Koreans 

and the Japanese in Korea . 162

In order to prevent competition between Japanese and Korean industries, Japan instituted 

the Kaisha-rei system, which restricted Japanese investment in Korea. Despite this, ownership of 

industries, especially mining and manufacturing, was largely Japanese. Koreans had some ownership 

of smaller industries. 

 

161 King, Betty L. "Japanese Imperialism and Korean Economic Development 1910-1945." Asian Studies, March 
13, 1975, 1-21. 
http://www.asj.upd.edu.ph/mediabox/archive/ASJ-13-03-1975/king-japanese-colonialism-korean-economic-d
evelopment.pdf. 
162 "South Korea - The Japanese Role in Korea's Economic Development." Venezuela - The Judiciary. Accessed 
August 30, 2018. http://countrystudies.us/south-korea/46.htm. 
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The Japanese also had a monopoly over the banking and financial industry in Korea, and the 

Japanese government changed the Korean currency system to match the Japanese one, making it 

easier for Japanese investors and owners. 

Japan controls Korean trade, and the vast majority of both Korean imports and exports are 

with Japan, creating a dependent economic relationship. Japan also restricts Korean trade with China 

to consolidate power and remove Korea from China’s economic influence. 

 

International Relations 

As a colony of Japan, Korea’s relations with other nations was limited to Japan. Many 

Koreans serve in the Japanese Imperial Army, and Korean women are used as “comfort women” by 

that same army, a practice that has caused controversy and discontent from the Koreans . Since 

Japan controls Korea, their relationship is that of a colony to Japan, but within Korea itself, there is 

opposition to Japanese rule, leading to the rise of Korean nationalists and independence activists.  

Many Korean nationalists fled Korea to China and set up base there, inflaming tensions with 

the Japanese rulers of Korea. China supports Korean independence and recognizes the Provisional 

Government of the Republic of Korea, which operates in exile and is based in China. The Soviet 

Union and France are also supporters of the Provisional Government and Korean independence, 

but the United States and United Kingdom do not recognize the government . 163

 

 

163 "20th CENTURY: Korea as a Colony of Japan, 1910-1945 | Central Themes and Key Points | Asia for 
Educators | Columbia University." Literature of the Heian Period: 794-1185 | Asia for Educators | Columbia 
University. Accessed August 30, 2018. 
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/main_pop/kpct/kp_koreaimperialism.htm. 
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Government System 

The annexation of Korea by Japan in 1910 saw the Korean emperor hand over sovereign 

power of his country to the Japanese emperor “completely and forever” .  The Governor-General 164

of Korea, appointed by the Emperor of Japan, holds total power over Korea with some judicial and 

legislative powers. Outside of this figure there were other Imperial figures leading the nation. 

Although the Japanese control Korea, Koreans established their own independent 

government in the form of the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea. However, this 

government is not recognized by Japan and operates in exile. The Provisional Government has a 

constitution, as well as a separation between the legislative, administrative, and judicial sectors. 

Syngman Rhee is the first president of the Provisional Government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

164 "The Annexation of Korea." Japan Times, August 29, 2010. Accessed August 25, 2018. 
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 
 
 

● Who can you work with to pursue a common goal? 

● What holds and influences does Japan have over Korea and how should these factor into 

your actions? 

● What foreign nations could aid you in your pursuits? 

● What is the significance of religion in Korea? Does it have an impact on your mission? 

● How do the people of Korea feel about your mission? Does this harm or help you? How 

could they aid or affect your plans? 

● What is the role of the media in this period? 

● What would a liberated Korea look like? What would need to be accomplished to achieve 

this feat? 

● What is the importance of education and the next generation at this time? 

 

Keep in mind that this committee will be shaped by your actions and the actions of the Chinese and 

Japanese committees in the JCC. It will not necessarily follow the course of history. 
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POSITIONS 
 
 

Saitō Makoto (Governor-General of Korea) 

Appointed by the Emperor of Japan, the Governor-General serves as the chief administrator of 

Korea. The Governor-General is concerned with suppressing freedom of speech and association 

along with the independence movement. The Governor-General has the ability to direct 

infrastructure of public works and facilities, command their own police organisation, and operate the 

Korean Broadcasting System - a Japanese government-owned Korean radio station that is about to 

be launched in February . In addition to this, the Governor-General position entails judicial 165

oversight over Korea’s proceedings, some legislative power, and control over the Japanese Imperial 

Army and Navy. 

 

Park Ji-Song (Education minister (Japanese))  

Appointed by the Emperor of Japan, the Education Minister presides over the schooling system and 

curriculum for children in Korea. In the last couple of decades, education has been made more 

available to Koreans - just between 1917 and 1921 the number of students has increased from 

94,149 to 222,601 .  166

 

 

 

165 Shin, H. & Lee, S. Made in Korea: Studies in Popular Music. Taylor & Francis, 2016. 
166 "Korea 1800-1949" Beck, S. Accessed August 24 2018. http://www.san.beck.org/21-6-Korea.html 
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Kim Kwang-Jan (Leader of the Korean YMCA )  167

The Korean YMCA was established in 1903 with the vision of organizing a group for the Korean 

people’s united movement to resist the Japanese Imperialism. Joined by both upper and lower 

classes as well as many Christian national leaders, the YMCA has secured its position as a national 

movement group. In recent years, YMCA has strived for Korean self-independence by advancing 

modernization through introducing wide-spread technical, commercial and physical education 

programs and classes - despite Japanese oppression. This year the YMCA has just launched the rural 

movement in response to the severe exploitation of Korea’s economy by the Japanese - especially 

concerning the rice industry they took advantage of. They have started to teach new farming 

technology, introduce better seeds for lands, and organize cooperative associations for farmers . 168

 

Yu Jintao (Leader of the Korean Independence Army)  

 The Korean Independence Army has consistently carried out armed struggles against the Japanese 

for the last decade or so; utilizing their, approximately, 30 armed units, which each contained around 

10,000 men . 169

 

 

 

 

167 "The History of the Korean YMCA in Japan." YMCA Asia Youth Center. Accessed August 24 2018. 
http://www.ayc0208.org/jp/eng/history.htm 
168 "YMCA Movement in Korea." Seoul YMCA. Accessed August 24 2018. 
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Ahn Changho  

 Korean independence activist among the Korean immigrant community in the USA. Moved back 

to Korea and founded the ‘New People’s Association’, an influential clandestine Korean 

independence organization. 

 

Kim Chwa-Chin (ex-Commander of Korea Justice Corps and ex-Vice President of Korean 

Liberation Army)  

Chwa-Chin is a key player in the development of anarchism in Korea in the face of Japanese 

occupation. Previously, he has been a member of the Liberation Corps, the Korean Justice Corps 

(where he commanded the armed independence army and focused on creating independence 

forces), and most recently the Vice President of the Korean Liberation Army . Currently, 170

Chwa-Chin resides in Manchuria, an autonomous anarchist zone near the Korean border populated 

by 2 million Koreans , where he awaits the arrival of other scattered comrades following a number 171

of battles with the Japanese. Kim has begun teaching and training soldiers in an attempt to produce 

elite military officers and has started working together with Kim Joa-Jin, another anti-Imperial 

anarchist, who has also arrived in Manchuria. 

 

Kim Joa-Jin (Leader of the New People’s Society)  

The North Korean military regime, led by General Kim, witnessed great victories in several battles 

in the 1920s which have been landmarks in Korea’s battle for independence thus far. In 1925, Kim 

170 "Kim Joung Jin." Korean National Cultural Heritage. Accessed August 13 2018. 
https://terms.naver.com/entry.nhn?docId=553467&cid=46623&categoryId=46623 
171 "Cartography of Revolutionary Anarchism." Anarchy in Action. Accessed August 13 2018. 
https://anarchyinaction.org/index.php?title=Cartography_of_Revolutionary_Anarchism 
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formed the anarchist group, the New People’s Society. The Korean anarchist movement that Kim is 

at the forefront of wants to build an independent self-governing anarchist society, a cooperative 

system of the masses . They want to take civilisation from the capitalist class, and return it to the 172

popular classes. By doing so, the capitalist and colonial society that exists in Korea will be replaced 

with a new society; one based on the principles of freedom and equality, that guarantee the 

independent self-rule of the working classes. Kim has recently arrived in Manchuria, an autonomous 

anarchist zone near the Korean border populated by 2 million Koreans, where he is currently 

working closely with Korean Anarchist Federation in Manchuria, the Korean Anarcho-Communist 

Federation, and Chwa-Chin Kim. 

 

Daichi Tanaka (Member of Oriental Development Company)  

In March 1908, the National Diet of Japan passed a bill establishing the Oriental Development 

Company (ODC), which the government of Korea was forced to sign. Now the company owns one 

third of the arable lands in Korea, where they have tenants pay over 50% of their production for 

rent . The ODC has since expanded operations beyond Korea, after an amendment in 1917 that 173

lifted its confinement to the peninsula . 174

 

 

 

172 "The Story of the Korean Anarchists and the Anarchist Revolution in Manchuria, 1929-1931." Every, 
E., Sumione, L., Veerapan-Lewis, A. Accessed August 5 2018. https://www.anarkismo.net/article/26768 
173 McKenzie, Frederick A., Korea's Fight for Freedom. BiblioBazzar, 2008. 
174 Moskowitz, Karl. "The Creation of the Oriental Development Company: Japanese Illusions Meet 
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Kim Chang-Jin (Editor in Chief at The Chosen Ilbo)  

The Chosen Ilbo is a major Korean newspaper founded in 1920. Since its first edition it has been 

critical of and in opposition to the actions of the Japanese during their occupation of Korea; 

resulting in its suspension by the Japanese government in August 1920 after speaking out about the 

excessive force used by Japanese police against Koreans .  175

 

Ernest Bethell (Bae Seol) 

British journalist who founded The Korean Daily Newspaper, the only Korean newspaper that was able 

to continue running during Japanese imperial rule. The newspaper was very critical of Japanese rule, 

but was somewhat protected because Bethel was a British citizen. 

 

Bae Jong-Ja 

The foster daughter of Hirobumi Ito, the Resident-General of Korea, she was known for spying on 

Korean independence activists and collaborating with the Japanese to recruit Korean comfort 

women . 176
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Kim Jan-Min (President of the Korean Tungsten Company) 

The Korean Tungsten Company is a leader in the metalworks and manufacturing industry after 

discovering the Sang-Dong Mine a decade ago and excelling forward ever since . As President you 177

control the money, means of the company’s production, and expansion plan for the Korean 

Tungsten Company. The President is known to be quite the philanthropist… 

 

Syngham Ree (former President of the Provisional Government of Korea) 

Up until two years ago, Syngham was the President of the provisional government of Korea. 

Despite being impeached, Syngham maintains his duties and is currently keeping up his fight for 

Korean independence through the Korean Commission to America and Europe . 178

 

Yi Dong-hwi 

The second Prime Minister of the provisional government of Korea, he was exiled to Manchuria. He 

served as defense minister of the provisional government. He was a prominent socialist. 

 

Lee Beom-seok (Chulgi) 

A Korean independence activist and head of the Korean National Youth Association. He lived in 

exile in China where he served as a general in the Korean Liberation army. He later became the first 

Prime Minister of South Korea. 
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Ji Cheong Chon (independence activist, former lieutenant in Japanese Imperial Army) 

He was a Korean independence activist. He was formerly a lieutenant in the Japanese Imperial army 

but then defected to the Korean guerrilla forces and later became the commander-in-chief of the 

Korean Liberation army. He was involved in attempts to convince Koreans in the Japanese army to 

defect. He was also in charge of training future Korean military leaders as superintendent of the 

Sinheung military academy. 

 

Hong Sa-Ik  

He was a Korean who joined the Japanese Imperial Army and became a lieutenant-general. Despite 

being highly ranked in the Japanese army, he maintained his Korean identity, and was friends with 

activists for Korean independence, including Ji Cheong Cheon, who he financially supported. 

 

Choe Nam-seom (Korean Historian)  

He was a historian, poet, publisher and Korean independence activist. He authored the Korean 

Declaration of Independence in 1919, which inspired the March 1st movement against Japanese 

imperialism . He was also a fierce advocate of modernising Korea with science and technology. He 179

fought to preserve Korean independence through the writing of their history, and was a member of 

the Korean History Compilation Committee. However, later in life his opinions began to change 

and he supported Japanese imperialism in China. 

 

179 “BIOGRAPHIES: CHOE NAM-SEON.” Nahm, A. & Hoare, J. Accessed August 3 2018. 
http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/resource/modern-korean-history-portal/choe-nam-seon 
 

87 
 



[JAPANESE IMPERIALISM: SHŌWA PERIOD] PMUNC 2018 

Kim Koo (President of the Korean Provisional Government - KPG - formally the Provisional 

Government of the Republic of Korea)  

Based in Shanghai, China, the KPG vows to liberate Korea from Japanese occupation. As President 

of this partially-recognised government-in-exile, he is able to guide liberation movements, direct the 

KPG, and exercise final control over the parliamentary branch of government. 

 

Lee Sang-IL (Military General Secretary for the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea) 
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