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FROM YOUR DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
 
 
Dear Delegates,  

My name is Isra Thange, and I will be serving as the Director-General of Specialized Committees for this 
iteration of the Princeton Model United Nations Conference. It is my honor and privilege to welcome you all to 
PMUNC 2019! 

First, I’d love to tell you a little bit about myself. I am a sophomore hailing from the faraway land of 
Franklin Park, New Jersey, which you can find located a whole twenty minute car ride away from campus! I am 
majoring in the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, with certificates in Near Eastern 
Studies and the History and Practice of Diplomacy.  I have been involved with Model UN throughout high school, 
and am incredibly excited to continue to be a part of the activity this year! When I am not spending time with the 
lovely PMUNC Secretariat and helping plan this conference, I am also the Vice President of the International 
Relations Council, an attorney and the Recruitment Chair for the Princeton Mock Trial Team, and a member of the 
competitive Model UN team on campus. In my free time I enjoy reading, discovering new food around campus, 
and aimlessly talking about everything.  

The Specialized Committees this year are designed to cover a wide range of topics deeply, addressing critical 
issues that are both historical and current events. The committees are spread out regionally, focusing on every part 
of the world, from Europe and the Americas, to Africa, the Middle East, Asia, and even the Arctic Circle. 
Committee topics focus on political conflicts, cultural trends, and regional disagreements, ranging from the conflict 
in Ukraine, to combating extremism and developing effective cybersecurity strategies in the age of quantum 
computing. So whether you are interested in geopolitical conflict resolution, sparking social change, or 
understanding developments in science and technology, there is a committee that encompasses those interests! 

I encourage you to dive deeply into your topic and come up with creative, original solutions. You are all 
here because of your commitment to improving society and affecting real world change through policy actions. The 
background guide you are about to read has been carefully put together by your chair, with the purpose of helping 
guide your research and work in the committee. Both myself and your chairs are incredibly excited for four days of 
vigorous, passionate, and enlivening debate, brilliant diplomacy, and effective resolutions! Step away from the world 
and embody your role fully, and don’t be afraid to try new solutions and think outside the box. I wish you the best 
of luck, and I hope you all have an amazing weekend! 

If you have any questions or concerns in the days leading up to the conference, please feel free to reach out 
to me at ithange@princeton.edu, or to send an email to your Chair. And if you see me at the conference- come by 
and say hi! I would love to meet all of you. 
 
Sincerely,  
Isra Thange 
Director-General of Specialized Committees 

mailto:ithange@princeton.edu
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FROM YOUR CHAIR 
 
 
Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to PMUNC 2019! My name is Talha Iqbal and I am super excited to be your chair for NATO in 
this upcoming conference! I grew up in Bayonne, NJ (a small city encompassed by Newark, Jersey City, and 
everyone’s favorite, NYC). I have been a part of Model UN as a whole since I was a junior in high school and 
absolutely love it. Since then, I have shifted from competing in multiple conferences to staffing two conferences, 
PMUNC and NHSMUN. Outside of the MUN universe, I really enjoy learning how to breakdance, playing board 
games with friends, watching your traditional NBC sitcom, and replanning my life on a weekly basis. 

For this year, I have chosen two topics which I think will lead to four exciting days of debate and 
compromise. Topic A, Combating the Rise of Modern Day Extremism, addresses a number of current issues 
involving violence, terrorism, free speech, and human rights. Due to the frequent occurrence of extremism in the 
news, I believe that each delegation will be able to speak a great amount with passion for any of these issues. Topic 
B, Addressing Rising Tensions in the Arctic Region, contrasts itself with the broader nature of Topic A with its 
specific focus on the Arctic as a large, harsh region with close geographic proximity to NATO member states. This 
topic is true to the nature and purpose of NATO as an organization and military alliance. Its relevance today shows 
the robust influence of hard and soft power. 

Throughout debate, I hope delegates will experience how their policies and research affects real, ongoing 
conflicts. How can NATO member states simultaneously champion human rights and fight zealous attitudes? 
Should NATO deescalate the situation in the Arctic or bolster forces to prepare a response? Difficult questions like 
these are what keep me engaged in international affairs and MUN in general. I trust that this committee can be 
successful in introducing comprehensive solutions to these problems. In this process, the background guides may 
be your primary source of information. I strongly urge every delegation to do additional research on country 
specific policies in order to maximize their experience at the conference.  

As always, if you have questions just send me an email and I will get back to you within 24 hours (likely even 
earlier). You can reach me at pmunc.nato@gmail.com or at my school email, tiqbal@princeton.edu. Thank you and 
good luck! 
 
Sincerely, 
Talha Iqbal 
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NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY 
ORGANIZATION 
 
 
 

 TOPIC A: Combating the Rise of Modern Day Extremism 
TOPIC B: Addressing Natural Resource Concerns in the Emerging Arctic 

 
 

Committee Description 
 
The NATO is an intergovernmental alliance between several North American and European countries based in the 
North Atlantic guarantees the freedom and security of its members through political and military means. 

 
TOPIC A: COMBATING THE RISE OF MODERN DAY EXTREMISM 
Fanaticism has existed since the early age of humans and stems from a variety of religious, social, and political 
motivations among others. While the free flow of ideas and beliefs is important for a functioning society, their 
extremity can deteriorate a nation’s quality of life and impact national security. Western media generally focuses on 
groups such as the alternative right, Islamic/Christian fundamentalists, communists, and nationalists as the “primary 
exporters” of extremist ideologies. While all are looked at negatively, some of these groups are granted some 
semblance of political legitimacy whereas others can be imprisoned and tortured for information. NATO members 
are commonly considered to be the most progressive and democratic, especially when discussing the freedom of 
speech and beliefs. However, the United States houses Guantanamo Bay, a military base notorious for its use of 
torture and lack of due process. Poland’s recent rise in right-wing nationalism has lead to deep concerns about its 
democracy within the European Union. Meanwhile, France consistently suffers large acts of terrorism like in Nice 
(2016) and Paris (2017). How can NATO balance the importance of political/religious freedom or the right of 
expression against the real threats posed by domestic and international extremists? How do our decisions promote 
or inhibit humanity’s fundamental rights? Where does NATO draw the line? In this committee, it is NATO’s 
responsibility to address these fundamental questions. 
 
TOPIC B: ADDRESSING NATURAL RESOURCE CONCERNS IN THE EMERGING ARCTIC 
Long untouched by humans, the Arctic region was far too hospitable for sustained economic growth or 
development. According to the National Snow and Ice Data Center, only 4 million people (roughly 0.053%) of the 
world’s entire population currently live in a region accounting for roughly 2.7% of the Earth’s land area. However, 
due to the growing impact of climate change, the Northern Arctic region has lost significant amounts of land 
exposing it to increased human activity. The Arctic offers an ideal, isolated location for military training exercises 
and operations. Additionally, the Arctic has approximately 90 billion barrels of oil as well as other natural resources 
estimated to be worth trillions of USD. In recent years, Russia has taken advantage of its arctic reach to increase its 
military involvement in the region raising concerns for NATO about the region’s political and economic future. 
Even the private sectors of many NATO member nations are using the region for furthering energy projects and 
maximizing personal gains. The goal of this committee is to determine if such parties are acting counterintuitive to 
the objectives of the UN and to address potential solutions to ease rising tensions in the region. How NATO 
members choose to address this potential conflict will impact the fate of one of Earth’s final frontiers. 
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TOPIC A: 
Combating the Rise 

of Modern Day 
Extremism 

 
 

INTRODUCTION  

 The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization was founded in 1949 
under the looming threat of 
communist, post war aggression.1 As 
a revolutionary political and military 
advancement for its time, the North 
American and Western European 
powers fought for their economic 
and social institutions by defending 
the democratic ideals which unified 
them. 2  Modern day extremism 
threatens the security of these ideals, 
of NATO Member States, and of 
their citizens. Following the terrorist 
attacks of September 11 in the 
United States, NATO utilized direct 
military action to combat the 
growing number of religious 
fundamentalists within NATO 
countries, the Middle East, and 
abroad. Almost two decades have 
passed since NATO first called upon 
Article 5 of its mandate, which 
considers an attack on one member 

 

 

1 Cavendish, Richard, “The Founding of 

NATO,” History Today, Published April 

4, 1999, 

https://www.historytoday.com/archive/fou

nding-nato. 

2 Ibid. 

3 “Collective defense - Article 5,” North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization, Updated 

June 12, 2018, 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics

_110496.htm. 

of the alliance as an attack on all.3 
However, political and religious 
extremist groups remain prevalent 
throughout Asia and Africa, carrying 
out a number of terrorist attacks 
against states in NATO. The rise of 
the alternative right and white 
nationalist groups throughout 
Europe and North America have 
raised additional concerns about 
NATO’s commitment to fighting 
domestic terrorism.  
 The committee should navigate 
NATO’s role in today’s geopolitical 
climate, while taking into account 
questions of state sovereignty and 
autonomy, particularly compared 
with the realities of global 
interconnectedness. How can 
member states work together most 
effectively to support the United 
Nation’s Global Couter-Terrorism 
Strategy? 
   

HISTORY OF THE TOPIC 

 After the fall of the Soviet 
Union in December of 1991, many 
politicians and analysts questioned 
the need for the transatlantic military 
alliance. 4  When first established, 
NATO had three primary objectives: 
the prevention of Soviet expansion, 
disallowing national militantism in 
European states, and integrating 

4 “A Short History of NATO,” NATO 

Publications, Accessed September 11, 

2019. 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/declas

sified_139339.htm. 

5 Ibid. 

6 Ibid. 

7 Ibid. 

8 Zivkovic, Vukasin. “NATO perspective 

of Kosovo and Bosnia and Herzegovina,” 

European West Balkans, Published 

February 2, 2019. 

political societies within Europe. 5 
Despite the collapse of the USSR, 
NATO representatives believed that 
the two remaining objectives of the 
organization warranted the 
continuation of NATO operations.6 
As the lead military and economic 
contributor to the alliance at the 
time, the United States completely 
ended its policy of diplomatic 
isolation from European states and 
other world affairs.7 In the following 
years, the United States and NATO 
turned their attention to the 
separatist movements and internal 
conflicts in Bosnia and Kosovo.8 As 
a result, their focus broadened to 
Eastern Europe as a whole. 9 
However, NATO soon diverted 
resources from this region and 
ceased to give Eastern Europe as 
high a priority after the 9/11 attacks 
in New York City in September of 
2001. For the first and only time, the 
United States called upon the 
infamously known Article 5 of the 
treaty, “an armed attack against one 
or more of them...shall be considered 
an armed attack against them all.''10 
Officially designated “the 9/11 
Catalyst,” the attacks revealed that 
NATO would have to expand its 
involvement in foreign affairs to 
fight aggression from non-Soviet 
states as well.11 

https://europeanwesternbalkans.com/2019

/02/08/nato-perspective-kosovo-bosnia-

herzegovina/. 

9 Ibid. 

10 Pruitt, Sarah. “What is NATO’s Article 

5?” History Channel, Updated August 31, 

2018. 

https://www.history.com/news/nato-

article-5-meaning-history-world-war-2. 

11 “A Short History of NATO,” NATO 

Publications. 
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 In the later months of 2001, the 
NATO alliance formed a coalition of 
countries with the intention of 
fighting Al-Qaeda and the Taliban 
within Afghanistan and Iraq in 
response to the terrorist attacks. 12 
Shortly after, the United Nations 
Security Council passed resolution 
1386 which allowed for the 
deployment of the International 
Security Assistance Force (ISAF). 13 
The ISAF was stationed to stabilize 
the region by promoting peace 
operations around Kabul, the capital 
of Afghanistan. Much emphasis was 
placed on training and securing 
Afghanistan's own security forces to 
combat militantism in the region. 
From 2002 to 2009, NATO 
continued to build partnerships with 
newer Member States and even the 
Russian Federation in the name of 
common interest. ISAF’s efforts 
ended in December of 2014 when up 
to 51 countries contributed to 
bolstering Afghan forces. It is 
important to note that NATO was 
less involved in the civil conflicts and 
western intervention of Iraq, 
particularly compared to activity 
within Afghanistan. 
 Throughout its longstanding 
history with combating extremism, 
NATO has approached the issue 

 

 

12 Masters, Jonathan. “The North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO),” Council 

on Foreign Relations, Updated April 2, 

2019, 

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/north-

atlantic-treaty-organization-nato. 

13 United Nations, Security Council, The 

Situation in Afghanistan, S/RES/1386 (20 

December 2001), 

http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/1386. 

14  “Working with Partners to Counter 

Terrorism,” NATO, Published May 16, 

2019, 

https://www.nato.int/docu/review/2019/Al

primarily through militaristic means 
with partners from other 
international organizations such as 
the European Union.14 While these 
partnerships largely assist NATO in 
regularly combating extremism, the 
organization remains challenged 
through its affiliation with the UN.15 
NATO continuously remains under 
the bureaucratic umbrella of the 
“Global Counter-Terrorism 
Strategy” of the United Nations, 
where NATO has coordintated 
many of its operations. 16  However, 
the organization has gained a 
reputation as “a destructive force 
that does not tidy up after itself,” due 
to its aggressive nature in dealing 
with international conflicts. 17  This 
could be attributed to accusations 
that NATO unequally acts upon the 
four pillars of the UN counter-
terrorism initiative: addressing the 
conditions which lead to the spread 
of terrorism, preventing and 
combating terrorism, building state 
capacity and strengthening the role 
of the UN, and ensuring both human 
rights and the rule of law. 18 
Specifically, the organization has 
been called out for its lack of 
initiative in rebuilding state capacity 
in times of war and overlooking 
human rights violations by non-

so-in-2019/working-with-partners-to-

counter-terrorism/EN/index.htm. 

15 Ibid. 

16 “UN Global Counter-Terrorism 

Strategy,” United Nations, Adopted 

September 8, 2006, Accessed September 

14, 2019, 

https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/ctitf/

en/un-global-counter-terrorism-strategy. 
17 “Working with Partners to Counter 

Terrorism,” NATO. 

18 “UN Global Counter-Terrorism 

Strategy,” United Nations. 

Member States in which it is 
involved. 
 

CURRENT SITUATION 

 Today, NATO is actively 
running a small number of 
operations within the 
Mediterannean, the Middle East, 
Eastern Europe, and Africa as part of 
its overarching goal of European 
defense and counter-terrorism. 19 
These operations involve heavily 
policing regions and maintaining 
troops in contested areas to bolster 
local forces. 20  For example, 
Operation Resolute Support is a 
noncombatant mission where 17,000 
NATO personnel assist in local 
efforts to recruit, govern, budget, and 
develop small regions across 
Afghanistan in the aftermath of the 
war which took place years earlier.21 
In Iraq, NATO activity remains 
intensive while trainers work with 
Iraqi Security Forces to combat 
insurgencies by the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).22 While 
the intensity of violence in the region 
has decreased in the past two years, 
military experts in NATO still 
believe the situation requires military 
presence within the area. 
Furthermore, peacekeeping missions 

19 “Operations and Missions: Past and 

Present,” NATO, Updated April 25, 2019. 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics

_52060.htm. 

20 Ibid. 

21 “Resolute Support Mission in 

Afghanistan,” NATO, Updated July 18, 

2018. 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics

_113694.htm. 

22 “Operations and Missions: Past and 

Present,” NATO. 
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across the African Union receive the 
assistance of NATO for regions with 
civil conflict, such as Sudan. 23  The 
primary responsibility of armed 
personnel in any given region is to 
maintain security stations which can 
be deployed if violence escalates 
drastically. 24  Lastly, NATO polices 
the airs of Eastern Europe 
frequently, in order to deter the 
Russian Federation from acting 
aggressively. 25  Specifically, Albania, 
Kosovo, Montenegro, Slovenia, and 
the Baltic region regularly experience 
NATO aircraft activity in their 
skies.26 Moreover, Kosovo is home 
to 3,500 NATO-allied troops due to 
a political deadlock over territorial 
disputes as well as Russia’s 
annexation of the Crimea in 2014. 
NATO’s involvement in the regions 
discussed above showcases regions 
of the world with some of the 
greatest political turmoil present. 
 In a brief analysis of its history 
and current day objectives, one can 
see that NATO has used the 
effectiveness of its military strategy 
as the primary marker for its 
organization’s success. While this 
may lead to the deterrence of further 
conflict in regions with NATO 
operations, the alliance comes under 

 

 

23 “Cooperation with the African Union,” 

NATO, Updated June 13, 2019. 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics

_8191.htm. 

24 Ibid. 

25 “NATO Air Policing,” NATO, 

Accessed September 14, 2019. 

https://ac.nato.int/page5931922/-nato-air-

policing 

26 Ibid. 

27 Neistat, Ana. “Human Rights Should 

Be at the Top of NATO’s Summit Agenda 

at Warsaw,” Amnesty International, 

Published July 8, 2016. 

scrutiny, often for its handling of 
delicate global issues. As one 
example, groups such as the Human 
Rights Watch and Amnesty 
International have repeatedly 
criticized NATO for undervaluing 
the human rights its missions are 
supposed to ultimately protect. 27 
Amnesty International, in particular, 
states that too much economic and 
political stake on the world stage has 
repeatedly allowed international 
leaders to depreciate human rights in 
times of crises.28 As recently as the 
2016 NATO Summit in Warsaw, 
Poland, the Human Rights Watch 
called out NATO for failing to 
prevent the Afghani national 
government from violating 
international law and norms. 29  The 
government has been accused of 
enforcing strict curfews, recruiting 
children, and attacking healthcare 
facilities in its NATO-backed fight 
against rebel groups. 30  These 
problems have raised ethical 
questions about NATO’s influence 
in enabling other countries to 
commit such crimes, and is a nuance 
that must be considered. Addressing 
the group’s international perception 
is critical for improving cooperation 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2

016/07/human-rights-top-nato-summit/. 

28 Ibid. 

29 “Afghanistan: NATO Should 

Strengthen Civilian Protection,” Human 

Rights Watch, Published July 6, 2016. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/07/06/afg

hanistan-nato-should-strengthen-civilian-

protection. 

30 Ibid. 

31 “Extremist Groups,” Counter 

Extremism Project, Accessed September 

14, 2019, 

with domestic governments dealing 
with terrorism. 
 Another form of criticism 
against NATO is its lack of initiative 
in fighting the recent increase in 
domestic and political terrorism all 
over the world. Counter-terrorist 
agencies have labeled organizations 
such as the National Democratic 
Party of Germany and the Nordic 
Resistance Movement a threat to 
public safety for their violence 
against jewish people, muslims, the 
LGBTQ community, refugees, and 
immigrants in general.31 The German 
government has repeatedly tried to 
ban the National Democratic Party 
DP for promoting Nazi propaganda 
and symbols, but has failed each 
time.32 Local media reports that racist 
gangs have often committed violent 
crimes in the name of the 
organization.33 A second example of 
such an organization, the Nordic 
Resistance Movement promotes a 
pro-Hitler, unified, authoritarian 
government in Sweden, Norway, and 
Finland. 34  These ideologies have 
manifested themselves in greater 
strength across Europe in the form 
of political parties, private 
organizations, and small gangs. 
Moreover, within the United States, 

https://www.counterextremism.com/globa

l_extremist_groups. 
32 “National Democratic Party of 

Germany,” Counter Extremism Project, 

Accessed September 14, 2019, 

https://www.counterextremism.com/globa

l_extremist_groups. 

33 Ibid. 

34 “Nordic Resistance Movement 

(NRM),” Counter Extremism Project, 

Accessed September 14, 2019, 

https://www.counterextremism.com/threat

/nordic-resistance-movement-nrm. 
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officially designated hate groups like 
the Ku Klux Klan regularly exercise 
what they claim to be their right to 
free speech to promote racist 
ideologies in the public sphere. 35 
Furthermore, the NATO 
Association of Canada reports that 
white supremacist ideology is also on 
the rise in the digital world citing that 
approximately 75% of extremist 
attacks within the United States over 
the past decade have come from 
groups and individuals affiliated with 
far right views.36 The rapid increase 
in this form of extremist activity has 
become a concern for many citizens 
in NATO states. 37  However, these 
homegrown extremist ideologies are 
currently, often overlooked by 
NATO when assessing threats to 
Member States. 
 Within contemporary European 
politics, populist and right wing 
politics have reemerged in recent 
elections. The BBC reports that the 
heads of these political organizations 
are attempting to form a pan-
European bloc against the current 
liberal establishment. 38  France, 
Germany, Austria, and Hungary are 
some of the countries who have 

 

 

35 “Ku Klux Klan,” Southern Poverty Law 

Center, Accessed September 14, 2019, 

https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-

hate/extremist-files/ideology/ku-klux-

klan. 
36 Tallon, Emma, “Part One: White 

Supremacy in the Digital World,” NATO 

Association of Canada, Published August 

22, 2019, http://natoassociation.ca/part-

one-white-supremacy-in-the-digital-

world/. 

37 Jones, Seth, “The Rise of Far-Right 

Extremism in the United States,” Center 

for Strategic and International Studies, 

Published November 7, 2018, 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/rise-far-

right-extremism-united-states. 

introduced more extreme populist 
candidates on the world stage.39  In 
recent elections in France, despite 
being defeated by former candidate 
Emanuel Macron, candidate Marine 
Le Pen gained significant popularity 
with a number of groups from the 
main opposition party. Similarly, the 
Vox party of Spain, another populist 
and alternative right party, recently 
gained 10% of the vote in 
parliament.40 The increase of political 
polarization within these states has 
furthered hostilities between 
extremist groups of opposing 
ideologies. 
 These issues do not require 
specific actions on behalf of NATO 
but are extremely important for the 
image which the organization 
projects onto the foreign entities it 
wishes to ally with in combating 
terrorism and extremism. Populistic 
politics is associated with increased 
fervor of nationalism, which often 
leads to the expense of international 
organizations and obligations.41 For 
example, the United States 
government has recently announced 
its expectation of European NATO 
Member States to contribute more 

38 “Europe and right-wing nationalism: A 

country-by-country guide,” BBC, 

Published May 24, 2019, 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-

36130006. 

39 Ibid. 

40 Ibid. 

41 De Cleen, Benjamin, “Populism and 

Nationalism,” The Oxford Handbook of 

Populism, Published November 2017, 

https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/

10.1093/oxfordhb/9780198803560.001.00

01/oxfordhb-9780198803560-e-

18?rskey=Erx9Si&result=289. 

42 Eyal, Johnathan, “The Real Problems 

with NATO,” Foreign Affairs, Published 

March 2, 2017, 

financial resources to an alliance it 
has also claimed as ‘obsolete.’42 On 
the other hand, European states have 
made practical changes to increase 
their involvement in NATO, but are 
often dismissed by North American 
leaders.43 Disunity within the alliance 
creates opportunities for foreign 
powers to disrupt NATO activity, 
which could potentially compromise 
operations and should be 
addressed.44 
 

COUNTRY POLICIES 

 The United States, the United 
Kingdom, and France have some of the 
most proactive and militaristic 
approaches to responding to 
extremism due to their sizeable 
military budgets and foreign policy 
stances. 45  These countries are 
frequently subject to attacks by a 
variety of extremist groups including 
attacks fueled by white nationalism, 
Islamic fundamentalism, eco-
terrorism, and alt-right groups. These 
states have also led a number of 
military campaigns within the Middle 
East to combat terrorism abroad. 
They are currently running their 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/eu

rope/2017-03-02/real-problems-nato. 

43 Ibid. 

44 Sen, Ashish, “#StrongerWithAllies: 

The day NATO stood with the United 

States,” The Atlantic Council, Published 

September 11, 2018, 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new

-atlanticist/strongerwithallies-the-day-

nato-stood-with-the-united-states/. 

45 “Defense Expenditure of NATO 

Countries (2012-2019),” NATO, Published 

June 25, 2019, 

https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/as

sets/pdf/pdf_2019_06/20190625_PR2019-

069-EN.pdf. 



Addressing Natural Resource Concerns in the Emerging Arctic 

 
 

 
Princeton Model United Nations Conference 2019 

9 

      

      

most prominent operations within 
pockets of the African Union, Iraq, 
and Syria. 46  In these states, federal 
agencies also frequently monitor for 
homegrown terrorism and 
extermism. 
 Turkey, Greece, Austria, Hungary, 
and Italy have a significant role in 
combating extremism due to their 
geographic proximity to many states 
where terrorism is more common. 
For instance, Turkey shares a direct 
land border with both Iraq and Syria, 
which the United Nations has 
designated two of the most 
dangerous countries to live in 
today. 47  Additionally, the ongoing 
refugee crisis has increased pressure 
on nearby European States to take 
action, raising tensions within the 
domestic institutions of these 
countries.48 Out of fear of violating 
their national security, Austria, 
Hungary, and Turkey stopped 
accepting further refugees and made 
the process of travel significantly 
more difficult, if not impossible. 49 
These countries regularly face the 
impact of extremism from 
surrounding countries. 
 Canada, Spain, the Netherlands, 
Germany, and Sweden are at lower risks 
of encountering extremism in 
comparison to the previous states. 
However, these countries do suffer 
from domestic issues with extremism 

 

 

46  “Operations and Missions: Past and 

Present,” NATO. 

47 “The 2018 Global Peace Index,” United 

Nations, Published May 2018, 

http://visionofhumanity.org/app/uploads/2

018/06/Global-Peace-Index-2018-2.pdf. 

48 Diez, George, “The Migration Crisis 

and the Future of Europe,” Te American 

Prospect, Published April 5, 2019, 

https://prospect.org/article/migration-

crisis-and-future-europe. 

moreso than foreign terrorism. 
Outside of NATO’s commitment, 
these countries have expressed laxer 
policies on taking in refugees, while 
also supporting states which suffer 
from intense violence. 50  Many of 
these countries are more reactive to 
the needs of the international 
community in times of crisis.51 They 
also contribute less to fighting wars 
against extremists in Asia and Africa. 
 

KEY TERMS 

Collective Defense (Article 5): the key 
principle behind the founding of the 
NATO alliance establishing that an 
attack against one member is 
considered an attack against all 
members; this term is crucial because 
its existence and invocation shifts 
global politics in favor or the United 
States, Canada, and Western Europe. 
The agreement was binding in nature 
and contributed to a number of 
historical events, notably the collapse 
of the Soviet Union. 
United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism 
Strategy: a global initiative formed in 
September of 2006 establishing a 
worldwide commitment to fighting, 
condemning, and preventing 
terrorism across the world; it is 
significant because it was the first 
official worldwide covenant which 
created an international standard for 

49 Than, Krisztina, “Hungary seeks 

broader anti-migrant alliance after 

Austria, Italy elections,” Reuters, 

Published March 12, 2018, 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-

europe-migrants-hungary-

minister/hungary-seeks-broader-anti-

migrant-alliance-after-austria-italy-

elections-idUSKCN1GO21D. 

50 Radford, Jynnah and Connor Phillip, 

“Canada now leads the world in refugee 

approaching terrorism, which was 
previously addressed based on the 
policies of individual countries. The 
strategy is based off of four pillars: 
addressing the conditions which lead 
to the spread of terrorism, 
preventing and combating terrorism, 
building state capacity and 
strengthening the role of the UN, 
and ensuring both human rights and 
the rule of law. 
NATO Summit: a periodic meeting 
where the Heads of State and 
Government of NATO member 
countries meet to evaluate the 
alliance and its activities. The summit 
is important because it is used to 
make high level decisions such as 
building partnerships with non-
NATO countries, inviting new 
members, and launching new 
initiatives. 
 

QUESTIONS 

• Does NATO have an obligation 
to contribute to state building 
and internal stabilization 
following damages done by 
extremist groups and their 
operations? If so, how should the 
organization go about their 
involvement, and what 
considerations should be taken 
into account? 

resettlement, surpassing the U.S.” Pew 

Research Center, Published June 19, 

2019, https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-

tank/2019/06/19/canada-now-leads-the-

world-in-refugee-resettlement-surpassing-

the-u-s/. 

51 Ibid. 
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• How can NATO uphold the 
delicate balance of democratic 
freedoms like free speech, right 
to assemble, etc. with 
international security? 

• Is it the responsibility of NATO 
to combat domestic terrorism or 
should it remain focused on 
combating foreign threats? 

• How can NATO establish 
accountability for itself and the 
governments it assists in 
counterting terrorism? 

• What are some ways that NATO 
can promote the United Nation’s 
agenda for peace without 
providing military support or 
engaging in direct military action? 

• How can NATO protect itself 
from internal conflicts between 
Member States, which may 
weaken the organization’s 
unified front? 

• Does NATO conduct its 
operations in an internationally 
established, ethical manner? If 
not, what can the alliance do to 
change parts of its nature? 
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TOPIC B: 
Addressing Natural 

Resource Concerns in 
the Emerging Arctic 

 
 

INTRODUCTION  

 The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, commonly referred to 
as NATO, was formed in 1949 in 
order to deter the growing influence 
of the communist Soviet Union. 52 
When first signed, the alliance aimed 
to provide defense and security to a 
war-torn Europe.53 At the time of its 
inception, NATO maintained little 
involvement in the arctic region 
because the area was regarded as 
“high north, low tension” for 
decades, indicating that the 
geography and extreme climate of 
the region was a mutual deterrence 
for the military operations of both 
parties. 54  Until WWII, military 
involvement in the Arctic was also 
limited due to the harsh conditions 
and underdeveloped technology. 55 
However, since then, territorial 

 

 

52 “North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO), 1949.” United States 

Department of State: Office of the 

Historian. Accessed July 15, 2019. 

https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-

1952/nato 

53 Ibid. 

54 Lanteigne, Marc. “The changing shape 

of Arctic security.” NATO Review 

Magazine. Published June 28, 2019. 

https://www.nato.int/docu/review/2019/Al

so-in-2019/the-changing-shape-of-arctic-

security/EN/index.htm 

55 “North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO), 1949.” United States 

Department of State. 

disputes over the region have 
occurred both among NATO 
member states and with non-NATO 
countries like Russia. 56  This 
committee will thus navigate how to 
address a number of internal and 
external influences which affect the 
military and economic strength of 
NATO as well as the future political 
stability of the Arctic region. 

 

HISTORY OF THE TOPIC 

 Following the passage of the 
United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), the 
Arctic resource race became more 
relevant to NATO and the 
international community. Under that 
convention, Canada, Russia, the 
United States, Norway, and 
Denmark (the five states most 
directly bordering the region) were 
given the right to utilize the Arctic’s 
resources within their designated 
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs), 
which extended no more than 200 
nautical miles past the shores of the 
closest country. While the majority of 
countries within the UN ratified the 
treaty, the United States had not, 

56 Brown, Jessica. “Thaw in accord, As 

Arctic ice melts, territorial disputes are, 

too.” Independent. Published March 1, 

2018. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/environme

nt/geopolitical-consequences-of-melting-

arctic-ice-russia-canada-us-northern-sea-

route-shipping-natural-a8229306.html 

57 Cardin, Ben. “The South China Sea Is 

the Reason the United States Must Ratify 

UNCLOS.” Foreign Policy Magazine. 

Published July 13, 2016. 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2016/07/13/the-

south-china-sea-is-the-reason-the-united-

states-must-ratify-unclos/ 

58 Pedrozo, Raul. “Arctic Climate Change 

and U.S. Accession to the United Nations 

opting to instead respect the legal 
framework it creates without formal 
ratification. 57  UNCLOS also 
introduced extended continental 
shelf claims which would allow 
Arctic countries to submit a claim 
within ten years of ratification. While 
this claim would not change a 
country’s EEZ, it would allow them 
to scientifically prove that their limit 
extends beyond the 200 nm limit on 
the continent’s shelf, subsequently 
allowing these states access to more 
of the Arctic’s resources.58 In 2001, 
Russia became the first country to 
submit a claim requesting an 
extension of access to the 
Commission on the Limits of the 
Continental Shelf, and is still pending 
full approval.59 
 Although NATO was created to 
secure its members against the 
influence and strength of the Soviet 
Union, many Arctic NATO states 
have started to dispute their claims to 
natural resources in the Arctic 
region.60 High value minerals such as 
phosphate, iron, gold, diamonds, 
silver, copper, zinc, and more were 
all discovered underneath the 
Arctic’s surface. Although difficult to 

Convention on the Law of the Sea.” U.S. 

Naval War College: International Studies. 

Published 2013. Volume 89. 

https://digital-

commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?

referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsre

dir=1&article=1021&context=ils 

59 Sevunts, Levon. “Russia scores 

scientific point in quest for extended 

Arctic continental shelf.” The Barents 

Observer. Published April 5, 2019. 

https://thebarentsobserver.com/en/arctic/2

019/04/russia-scores-scientific-point-

quest-extended-arctic-continental-she 

60  Brown, Independent. 
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obtain, these minerals are essential 
for a number of weapons 
manufacturing and industrial builds. 
Additionally, the U.S. Geological 
Survey estimated that there are 
approximately 412 billion barrels of 
oil lying in the region, equalling about 
22% of the world’s undiscovered oil 
and natural gas reserves.61 Because of 
these resources, NATO members 
have engaged in internal conflict, 
prioritizing national interests above 
that of NATO. Since 1973, Canada 
and Denmark have continued to 
argue over their claims to Hands 
Island in the Nares Strait. The United 
States and Canada have been unable 
to reach an agreement regarding the 
Beaufort Sea. Russia lays claim to the 
Northeast Passage while Canada lays 
claim to the Northwest Passage. 
These claims have been fiercely 
debated between Arctic states 
individually but have yielded little 
results since they first began many 
decades ago.62 
 One of the most disputed 
aspects of the debate over the Arctic 
waters was access to trade routes in 
the region. 63  The Northeast, the 
Northwest, and the Transpolar 
Passages became particularly 
prominent as they provided access to 
approximately 80% of the world’s 

 

 

61 Ibid. 

62 Brown, Independent. 

63 Ostreng, Willy. “The Future of 

Shipping & Trade in Arctic Waters.” 

World Policy. Published April 8, 2015. 

https://worldpolicy.org/2015/04/08/the-

future-of-shipping-trade-in-arctic-waters/ 

64 Ibid. 

65 Ostreng, World Policy. 

66 Ibid. 

67 Parfitt, Tom. “Russia plants flag on 

North Pole seabed.” The Guardian, 

industrialized countries through their 
paths.64 Melting ice caps later opened 
two more significant lines, the 
Northern Sea Route and the Arctic 
Bridge, which were dependent upon 
seasonal changes.65 Russia was one of 
the first nations to occupy their 
EEZs under the claim of national 
sovereignty, and thus began 
benefiting from the reduced fuel 
costs, decreased environmental 
impact, and increased shipping 
speeds of the region.66 Russian forces 
even planted a flag by the North Pole 
in 2007, which many NATO states 
understood as an illegal territorial 
claim.67 Regardless of each of these 
claims, NATO and the international 
community have taken no major 
military actions in the region, 
choosing to condemn the actions 
taken by Russia and discourage allies 
from following that path. 
 

CURRENT SITUATION 

 Within the past 30 years, the 
Arctic region has been the most 
affected by manmade climate 
change.68 The most notable changes 
can be tracked by analyzing the ice 
sea covers which have lost 30% of 
their mass within this time period.69 
These terrain changes have made the 

Published August 2, 2007. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2007/

aug/02/russia.arctic 

68 “Climate Change in the Arctic.” 

National Snow & Ice Data Center. 

Accessed July 15, 2019. 

https://nsidc.org/cryosphere/arctic-

meteorology/climate_change.html 

69 Ibid. 

70 Lanteigne, NATO Review Magazine. 

71 Ibid. 

72 Pedrozo, U.S. Naval War College: 

International Studies. 

region an environmental concern for 
the international community as a 
whole, most directly affecting many 
NATO states who directly border 
the region: Canada, Denmark, 
Iceland, Norway, and the United 
States.70 Additionally, many northern 
states have also taken direct interest 
in the Arctic as a strategic defense 
point for their respective navies, 
whose ships now have more open 
access to the waters.71 Moreover, it is 
also estimated that the Arctic holds 
trillions of USD worth of natural gas, 
oil, and mineral reserves.72 The race 
to control the Arctic is now being 
called the ‘New Cold War’ by some 
news outlets.73 
 The Arctic has two primary 
structures which dictate politics in 
the region. First, is the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS), which came into 
effect in November 1982, outlining a 
number of policies such as defining 
economic zones for countries with 
access to international waters, 
addressing conflicts and disputes 
over sea borders, and operating 
maritime laws. 74  Additionally, an 
entity independent of the United 
Nations’ jurisdiction, known as the 
Arctic Council, creates a platform to 
discuss research and communicate 

73 Bender, Jeremy and Kelley, Michael B. 

“Militaries Know That The Arctic Is 

Melting - Here’s How They Are Taking 

Advantage.” Business Insider, Published 

June 3, 2014. 

https://www.businessinsider.com/the-

competition-for-arctic-resources-2014-6 

74 Sharda. “Nautical Law: What is 

UNCLOS?” Marine Insight. Updated July 

21, 2016. 

https://www.marineinsight.com/maritime-

law/nautical-law-what-is-unclos/ 
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national policies relating to the 
region. However, the organization 
does not possess any regulatory 
powers, instead, mostly allowing its 
eight members to pursue their own 
agendas instead. Five of the eight 
members are NATO member states: 
Canada, Denmark, Iceland, Norway, 
and the United States. Sweden and 
Finland, while not members, are 
recognized as participants in the 
Partnership for Peace Program 
which allows individual European 
states to determine the extent to 
which they wish to cooperate with 
NATO.75 The Russian Federation is 
the only member of the Arctic 
Council who does not participate in 
such programs in cooperation with 
NATO.76 Concerns about the Arctic 
are largely addressed by states using 
these structures that are already in 
place. 
 The plentiful resources available 
in the Arctic are currently 
incentivizing many Arctic countries 
to pursue the region more actively. 
As previously established, when 
UNCLOS was recognized on the 
international stage as the legal 
framework for maritime laws, its 
EEZs allowed countries access to 
200 nautical miles of the ocean’s 

 

 

75 “Partnership for peace programme.” 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

Updated June 7, 2017. Accessed July 15, 

2019. 
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76 “NATO Countries 2019.” World 

Population Review. Accessed July 15, 

2019. 

http://worldpopulationreview.com/countri
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77 Pedrozo, U.S. Naval War College: 

International Studies. 

78 Editors of the Council on Foreign 

Relations. “The Emerging Arctic.” 

resources for a variety of uses 
including exploration and energy 
production. 77  As ice caps 
continuously melt, it has become 
clear that many of the untapped oil 
and gas reserves lie beyond these 
designated EEZs. 78  While it is 
possible to extend this boundary 
temporarily by hundreds of miles, 
there are a number of conditions 
meant to limit the exploitation of 
these resources. Key members of 
NATO like the United States, for 
instance, have not officially ratified 
UNCLOS preventing them from 
pursuing these licenses without 
stoking some international 
concerns. 79  By determining the 
proper boundaries for the near future, 
NATO hopes to limit the escalation 
of conflict within the Arctic region. 
 Investment in the Arctic is not 
purely economic and involves a 
number of military operations which 
have further increased tensions in the 
region. Since Russia’s unpopular and 
illegal annexation of Crimea in 2014, 
NATO and the international 
community at large have been on 
high alert to the Kremlin’s actions.80 
A series of sanctions by Western 
nations effectively hurt the Russian 
economy prompting President 

Council on Foreign Relations. Accessed 

July 15, 2019. 

https://www.cfr.org/interactives/emerging

-arctic?cid=otr_marketing_use-

arctic_Infoguide%2523!#!/emerging-

arctic?cid=otr_marketing_use-

arctic_Infoguide%2523! 
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International Studies. 

80  Christie, Edward H. “Sanctions after 

Crimea: Have they Worked?.” NATO 

Review Magazine. Accessed July 15, 

2019. 

https://www.nato.int/docu/review/2015/R

Vladimir Putin to turn to the Arctic 
instead. 81  For NATO, this move 
signifies Russia’s attempt to return to 
its former power during its reign as 
the Soviet Union. In areas like 
Vostok, Siberia, and the Far-East, 
military operations have also 
increased exponentially. 82  The 
Russian Armed Forces, as recently as 
2018, built a number of radio stations 
and electronic jamming systems 
closer to the North American 
continent. 83  In March of 2019, the 
New York Times reported that the 
Russian Defense Military flew a 
number of reporters to a military 
base on Kotelny Island, using 
practice targets for their anti-ship 
missile launchers and air defense 
systems. 84  These actions have also 
gained closer geographic proximity 
to NATO states like Canada. Only a 
month later, Canadian media 
reported that an iceberg located 
between Russia and North America 
melted opening a barrier which was 
once thought to be ‘impenetrable.’85 
 Based on such recent events, 
NATO member states are 
undoubtedly falling behind in the 
race to the Arctic. It is estimated that 
approximately 20% of Russia’s total 
GDP can be attributed to their 

ussia/sanctions-after-crimea-have-they-

worked/EN/index.htm 

81 Ibid. 

82 Ibid. 

83 Cooper, Helene. “Military Drills in 

Arctic Aim to Counter Russia, But the 
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New York Times. Published April 12, 

2019. 
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involvement in the Arctic, with most 
of the benefit coming from mineral 
mining and regulating shipping lanes. 
The United States, on the other hand, 
spends less than 1% of its GDP in 
the same region. While there is a 
significant disparity between the 
economies of these two countries, 
the percentages still indicate the 
Arctic’s level of importance to the 
Russian government in comparison 
to the U.S. Furthermore, the Arctic 
conversation is not only relegated to 
countries directly bordering the 
Arctic ocean. The Republic of China, 
most notably, has taken a massive 
interest in the region even declaring 
itself a ‘near-Arctic state’ in its first 
nationwide report on the Northern 
region.86 Currently, the country has 
observer status on the Arctic Council 
and does not impose a great threat to 
sovereignty in the region, although 
NATO is keeping track of their 
actions overall.87 
 In pursuing the Arctic circle, it is 
important to note that many 
indigenous populations remain 
improperly represented on the 
international stage.88  Any economic 
or military decisions made by NATO 
members would affect approximately 
4 million people who currently reside 
in the region.89 Recent efforts to be 
further recognized on the 
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Published July 16, 2019. 
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meteorology/arctic-people.html 
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international stage have not changed 
the status of Arctic residents 
significantly. For example, when the 
Ilulissat Declaration was passed by 
five Arctic states in 2008 (three of 
whom were NATO states), no 
permanent status was granted to 
aborigional peoples like the Inuit 
community. 90  Often times, these 
groups are left to fund their presence 
and involvement on the international 
stage independently or 
domestically. 91  While these 
communities are not at the center of 
the Arctic conversation immediately, 
NATO states are bound to interact 
with them soon and must consider 
their impact as they become more 
involved in the Far North. 
 Private corporations are another 
important set of actors to consider, 
as they have increased investment 
and interest within the Arctic amidst 
recent activity in the region. Business 
representatives from Pakistan, 
Morocco, China, and Singapore, for 
instance, have visited a number of 
Norwegian towns which were once 
inactive. 92  A number of fishing 
facilities, scientific research, tourist 
attractions, and more have brought 
people to these states. 93  While 
foreign investment in the region may 
provide an economic boost for some 
NATO member states and their 

90 Baldesarra, Julia. “Having a Say in the 

North: Indigenous Cooperation and the 

Arctic Council.” NATO Association of 

Canada. Published March 10, 2014. 

http://natoassociation.ca/having-a-say-in-

the-north-indigenous-cooperation-and-

the-arctic-council/ 

91 Ibid. 

92 Watts, Jonathan. “Military buildup in 

Arctic as melting ice reopens northern 

borders.” The Guardian. Published 

January 24, 2019. 

partners, the scientific community 
has expressed caution with opening 
up the region to foreign investors like 
Exxon and BP over concerns about 
the environment, taxes, and 
international regulations. Striking or 
limiting foreign investment could 
disadvantage NATO in the short run 
as Russia amps up private activity 
significantly. Russia’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Yuri Trutnev has offered 
massive tax burdens and set plans for 
143 billion euros for more than 118 
projects over the next decade. 94 
Ultimately, the issue of private 
investment is one to consider during 
debate but comes second to the more 
pressing issues of environmental 
impact and military exercises. 
 Despite the escalation in the 
Arctic, NATO and the international 
community remain hopeful that a 
peaceful solution to the conflict can 
be addressed. Reporters worldwide, 
NATO spokespersons, and 
academic experts alike have outlined 
a number of reasons why current 
tensions are not reminiscent of the 
Cold War arms race, but are still 
worth taking note of. 95  In one 
example, Klauss Dodds, a professor 
at the University of London, 
reported to the Guardian that 
increased military involvement in the 
Arctic is only a natural symptom due 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/

jan/24/military-buildup-in-arctic-as-

melting-ice-reopens-northern-borders 

93 Ibid. 

94 Staalesen, Atle. “Russia is building a 

new Arctic with private investments.” Eye 

on the Arctic. Published April 23, 2019. 

https://www.rcinet.ca/eye-on-the-

arctic/2019/04/23/russia-arctic-building-
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95 Watts, The Guardian. 
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to the increased openness of Arctic 
waters and is less cause for concern.96 
For some, this issue should be 
addressed by negating the effects of 
climate change, rather than ramping 
up military exercises. Espen Barth 
Eide, Norway’s former defense 
minister, compares the current 
situation to previous incidents in the 
South China Sea, where the United 
States and China did not directly 
engage each other, but confronted 
one another with military force as a 
deterrent. 97  Furthermore, traveling 
through Arctic waters still presents a 
number of challenging obstacles for 
all countries. Most operations and 
travel routes are still available only 
during the summer and under 
specific conditions.98 Between Russia 
and the Arctic climate, the harsh 
weather still reigns the greater threat 
to NATO’s military assets.99 
 Throughout debate delegates 
should consider each of these aspects 
with particular attention on issues 
regarding resource distribution, 
conduction of military exercises, and 
potential environmental impact. 
These three issues directly appeal to 
the purpose of NATO’s existence, a 
strategic military alliance. 
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101 Cross, Tyler. “The NATO Alliance’s 

Role in Arctic Security.” The Maritime 

COUNTRY POLICIES 

The United States holds great stakes in 
NATO and its Arctic endeavors. As 
a founding member and the largest 
monetary contributor to the 
organization (providing 70.1% of 
aggregate spending for all NATO 
states), the US hopes to strengthen 
NATO’s presence within the region, 
primarily as a deterrent for Russian 
and Chinese involvement in the 
region. 100  Because the U.S. spends 
less than 1% of its GDP in the region, 
the country has instead opted to rely 
upon and bolster friendly forces in 
the region.101 
Canada, Denmark, and Norway are the 
member states most invested within 
the region due to their close 
proximity to Russian activity in the 
North. Finland also falls into this 
category due to their direct border 
with Russia; they are not a part of 
NATO, however. Canada in 
particular ranks second in Arctic 
influence because 1.2 million square 
miles of Canadian land lie above the 
Arctic circle itself. 102  Denmark 
currently maintains Greenland and 
the Faroe Islands which also lie 
directly in that sphere of influence. 
NATO analysts state that Norway 
has the most proactive approach to 

Executive. Published July 19, 2019. 

https://www.maritime-

executive.com/editorials/the-nato-

alliance-s-role-in-arctic-security 

102 Ibid. 

103 Ibid. 

104 Laverov, Nicolay (2009). Area Studies 

(Regional Sustainable Development 

Review): Russia - Volume I. EOLSS 

Publications. P. 87. Retrieved 22 October 

2016. 

105 Astrasheuskaya, Nastassia and Foy, 

Henry, “Polar powers: Russia’s bid for 

supremacy in the Arctic Ocean,” 

rising activity within the Arctic 
region which can be attributed to 
their close proximity to Russia.103 
The Russian Federation’s Arctic activity 
within the region initially sparked the 
attention of NATO. The Arctic is the 
best source of economic opportunity 
and military testing for the country. 
Its “Far North” region lies above the 
Arctic circle and accounts for 
approximately a third of the 
country’s total land.104 Since 2013, it 
has been reported that Russia has 
spent at least tens of billions of 
dollars on expanding northward. 105 
President Vladimir Putin has stated 
his intention to develop the Arctic 
for Russian national interest 
numerous times in the past, even 
when hosting leaders during a major 
Arctic conference. 106  As a major 
world power and long time rival to 
the United States and Western 
Europe, NATO should consider a 
wide variety of solutions to limit the 
threat of aggressive expansion. 
Turkey, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, 
and other easter NATO countries are 
significant due to their geographic 
proximity to the Russian 
Federation. 107  Some of these 
Member States share direct land 
borders with the country, some are 
connected through bodies of water, 

Financial Times, Published April 27, 

2019, 
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and others have a small land buffer 
between them. 108  NATO’s alliance 
considers an attack against one 
member as an attack against all 
members. Thus, protecting the states 
with close geographic and historical 
ties to Russia is essential for ensuring 
the protection of NATO and the de-
escalation of the conflict. 
 

KEY TERMS 

The United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS): an 
international agreement signed in 
December of 1982 which defined the 
rights and responsibilities of member 
countries in regards to using the 
ocean and its resources; Significant 
because it addresses and attempts to 
resolve issues over territorial water, 
economic activity, and waterway 
ownership. 
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs): 
an area consisting of coastal waters 
and seabeds which outlines the 
boundaries in which countries may 
retain their right to drill, fish, and 
generally use; Offers countries new 
economic opportunities but often 
leads to controversial territorial 
disputes. 
The Arctic Council: the primary 
intergovernmental platform for 
encouraging cooperation between 
Arctic states and for Arctic-related 
issues consisting of eight primary 
members (Canada, Denmark, 
Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, 
Sweden, and the United States); 
Important because it mediates talks 
about resource management, 
indigenous community, external 
investment, military exercises, etc. 
 

 

 

108 Ibid. 

QUESTIONS 

• Will NATO be aggressive or 
passive in approaching the 
region? What will be the extent 
of their reaction? 

• How does NATO intend to 
solve internal issues, such as 
territorial disputes which create 
disunity within the alliance? 

• What should NATO do to 
ensure that the debate over the 
Arctic does not solely depend on 
members of the Arctic Council? 

• How can NATO assist member 
states or other international 
organizations (UN-affiliated or 
not) to create regulations which 
protect the Arctic? 

• What is NATO’s intended plan 
of action regarding the presence 
of civilians and native tribes 
within the Arctic Region? 

• How can NATO confront states 
like China, Morocco, Indonesia, 
and more who are becoming 
more involved in the region 
despite not being geographically 
close to the Arctic? 

• To what extent will there be a 
military response from NATO 
member states if that is a route 
supported by the committee? 
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