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FROM YOUR DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 My name is Aryaman Khandelwal, and I will be serving as the Director-General of the General Assembly at 
this iteration of the Princeton Model United Nations Conference. It is my honor and privilege to welcome you all to 
PMUNC 2019. You all are here because you have a dedication to improving society through determined policy 
action – you all are here to change the world. I’m excited to see what the brightest high school minds can come up 
with to address some of the most pressing issues of our day.  
 I’d like to start off by introducing myself. I am a sophomore studying Operations Research and Financial 
Engineering at Princeton (don’t worry, we don’t know what that means either). I’m from Allentown, Pennsylvania, 
so I’m never too far away from home at Princeton. When I’m not working to get you the best GA experience 
possible, I compete on Princeton’s MUN and mock trial teams, work as a junior analyst at Tiger Capital 
Management, and act in Princeton’s South Asian Theatrics company. In my free time, you can find me running 
Get2Greater, a social venture that uses a novel system of mobile tablets and an app to better deliver healthcare in 
rural areas of developing countries or talking about public education and pitching a new platform to increase 
student motivation. 
 The General Assembly committees this year are tackling some of the most broad-ranging issues facing the 
world today, issues that require the input of every single country in the world. GA committees this year are trying to 
reduce maternal mortality, deal with foreign terrorist fighters, redefine nuclear non-proliferation and so much more. 
You’ll have the opportunity to work with anywhere between 50 and 200 other students from different parts of the 
world, in front room speeches and back room negotiations, to come to a final resolution. I encourage you all to dive 
deeply into your topics and look for real solutions to the problems at hand. Although our committees are 
simulations, the problems they look to address or not. Keep that in mind as you write your resolutions.   
 If you have any questions about PMUNC, your committees, Princeton University, or life, the universe, and 
everything, feel free to reach out to me at aryamank@princeton.edu. I hope you have an amazing experience at 
PMUNC 2019! Go save the world.  
 
Good luck,  
Aryaman Khandelwal 
 

mailto:aryamank@princeton.edu
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FROM YOUR CHAIR 
 
 
Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to PMUNC 2019! I’m Emily Lang and I’ll be your SOCHUM Chair this year. I’m currently a 
junior in the Politics Department, concentrating in International Relations with minors in History & the Practice of 
Diplomacy and Statistics & Machine Learning. On campus, I work for the International Internship Program and 
I’m the current President of the International Relations Council, Princeton’s central student organization for 
international affairs and Model UN (including PMUNC!). Last year, I served on the Secretariat for both PMUNC 
and our collegiate conference, PDI, so I’m really excited to be chairing this time around! Besides college stuff, I 
enjoy horseback riding, good books and a well-made pour over.  

While GA committees can be competitive, these are the rooms where diplomatic, collaborative, and 
oratorial skills are built and perfected (but don’t tell Crisis). Effective communication and strong leadership skills are 
as important to success as effective solutions that reflect the views of your country. A good committee is based on a 
solid substantive understanding of the topics. I’ve tried to select topics where your country’s history and domestic 
norms and laws will intimately inform your position on the international stage. In your research, try to understand 
not only country’s position on a topic, but why and how they’ve arrived at that position historically. I expect to see 
nuanced debate based on your country’s actual position – not what you think will get you votes. The best delegates 
will be able to promote their country’s perspective and effectively collaborate with others to build a resolution. 

Topic A, addressing foreign ISIS fighters and their families, is an issue states around the world are currently 
grappling with. Some states have begun a form of judicial outsourcing, where foreign fighters are sent to Iraq and 
often beheaded on little or no evidence. The lack of any coherent policy for these fighters and families is concerning 
– we’ve already seen cases where foreign trained fighters have launched attacks abroad. Releasing or repatriating 
these ISIS fighters and family members without a predetermined strategy to prosecute, rehabilitate, or reintegrate 
poses a danger of further terrorist attacks. Topic B, detention of Uighur Muslims, raises pressing questions about 
the balance of state sovereignty and the protection of vulnerable ethnic minorities. Since 2017, China has held 
millions of Uighurs in detention camps without charging them. While China claims Uighur separatists pose a 
dangerous global terrorist threat, there is little evidence linking Uighur violence in Xinjiang to international 
movements. Regardless of international connections, China’s policy of mass detentions violates human rights when 
it does not distinguish between innocents and those who have committed violent attacks. 

I’m incredibly excited to see all of you in this November and see all of your hard work pay off! I hope each 
and every one of you comes away from this with a positive experience and having learned something, from each 
other as well as your research. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me – I’m always 
happy to talk. Until then, happy researching. 
 
Best, 
Emily Lang 
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SOCIAL, HUMANITARIAN, AND CULTURAL 
COMMITTEE 
 
 
 

TOPIC A: Foreign ISIS Fighters Detained in Syria 
TOPIC B: Detention of Uighur Muslims in China 

 
 

Committee Description 
 
The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee of the United Nations is tasked with dealing with issues 
surrounding social, humanitarian and human rights issues from around the world. 
 
TOPIC A: FOREIGN ISIS FIGHTERS DETAINED IN SYRIA 
The near destruction of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) has left the international community with another 
pressing matter: what to do with the thousands of foreign ISIS fighters currently detained in Syria. At its height, 
ISIS recruitment drew citizens as far and varied as the United States, France, Australia, and China. Now, these 
foreign fighters, along with many of their family members, are imprisoned by the Syrian Democratic Forces with no 
consensus within the international community on how to deal with them. States’ ability and willingness to prosecute 
and detain returned ISIS fighters, though, differs drastically. France, for instance, imposes a maximum sentence of 
twenty years on citizens who join a terrorist group, yet many walk away free or with very light sentences. As a 
workaround, the French government has been accused of “outsourcing” trials of French jihadists to Iraq, where the 
death penalty is liberally applied. Besides the moral dilemma of whether or not states should allow extradition to a 
country with capital punishment, the Iraqi justice system has been criticized by human rights groups for not 
working off of evidence when dispensing death sentences. 
 
Deciding what to do with the active fighters is not enough – options for the wives and children of jihadist fighters 
must also be addressed. Though some women were brought to the region by their husbands, others voluntarily 
traveled to the region seeking ISIS husbands. Their roles also vary: while Salafism constrains many women to the 
domestic sphere, some joined specialized ISIS units and others were crucial participants in enslaving Yazidi women 
as sex slaves for jihadist fighters. The children of ISIS foreign fighters also pose a unique challenge. The 
international community typically views children in conflict as victims rather than perpetrators. However, extremist 
groups such as ISIS have delicately radicalized and involved children in their mission. The rehabilitative potential of 
foreign women and children, then, varies greatly. As the international community grapples with the ramifications of 
foreign ISIS members, they must achieve a delicate balance between constraining jihadi campaigns abroad, 
protecting against domestic terrorism and internal unrest, and adhering to legal constraints and norms. 
 
TOPIC B: DETENTION OF UIGHUR MUSLIMS IN CHINA  
China currently holds millions of Uighur Muslims in detention centers in Xinjang. As of now, about 1 in 6 adult 
Uighurs in the Xinjang region have been detained in a Chinese camp, with no sign of a slowdown. While China has 
denied that these facilities are concentration or reeducation camps, claiming the Uighurs are voluntarily present, 
Muslim detainees report being tortured by Chinese police and forced to applause the Communist Party. Western 
researchers and policymakers have called the targeted detention of Muslims a cultural genocide and accused China 
of building a 21st century gulag. China, though, defends the camps as vital for national security. In recent years, 
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Uighur separatists have carried out a growing number of attacks on the majority Han Chinese. Militant Uighurs in 
Western China founded the East Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM), widely recognized as a terrorist group 
(including by the U.S.). ETM allegedly has ties to Osama bin-Laden and al-Qaeda. ETIM is also widely reported to 
have thousands of jihadists fighters in Syria. From China’s point of view, detention is a necessary counter-terror 
measure – a practical way of fighting separatism and religious extremism. China has historically gone to great 
measures to prevent separatist movements from growing, fearing a nationwide splintering should these movements 
gain traction. Yet, China has also faced a growing pushback from the international community, with Western and 
Muslim majority countries openly denouncing the camps. In addressing the mass detention of Muslim Uighurs, the 
international community must balance the blatant human rights violations of the Muslims with China’s sovereignty 
as a state to deal with separatist movements and groups with documented ties to domestic and international 
terrorism. 
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TOPIC A: Foreign 
ISIS Fighters 

Detained in Syria 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 The near destruction of the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 
has left the international community 
with another pressing matter: what to 
do with the thousands of foreign 
ISIS fighters currently detained in 
Syria. At its height, ISIS recruitment 
drew citizens as far and varied as the 
United States, France, Australia, and 
China. Now, these foreign fighters, 
along with many of their family 
members, are held in camps and 
imprisoned by the Syrian Democratic 
Forces.  
 Deciding what to do with the 
active fighters is not enough – 
options for the wives and children of 
jihadist fighters must also be 
addressed. Though some women 
were brought to the region by their 
husbands, others voluntarily traveled 
to the region seeking ISIS husbands. 
Their roles also vary: while Salafism 
constrains many women to the 
domestic sphere, some joined 
specialized ISIS units and others 
were crucial participants in enslaving 
Yazidi women as sex slaves for 
jihadist fighters.  
 The children of ISIS foreign 
fighters also pose a unique challenge. 
The international community 

 
 
1 http://www.post-
gazette.com/pg/04277/388966.stm 
2 
https://www.cna.org/CNA_files/PDF/DI
M-2017-U-016118-2Rev.pdf 
3 Ibid. 

typically views children in conflict as 
victims rather than perpetrators. 
However, extremist groups such as 
ISIS have delicately radicalized and 
involved children in their mission. 
The rehabilitative potential of 
foreign women and children, then, 
varies greatly. 
 States’ ability and willingness to 
prosecute and detain returned ISIS 
fighters also differs drastically. 
France, for instance, imposes a 
maximum sentence of twenty years 
on citizens who join a terrorist group, 
yet many walk free or with very light 
sentences. As a workaround, the 
French government has been 
accused of “outsourcing” trials of 
French jihadists to Iraq, where the 
death penalty is liberally applied. 
Besides the moral dilemma of 
whether or not states should allow 
extradition to a country with capital 
punishment, the Iraqi justice system 
has been criticized by human rights 
groups for not working off of 
evidence when dispensing death 
sentences. As the international 
community grapples with the 
ramifications of foreign ISIS 
members, they must achieve a 
delicate balance between 
constraining jihadi campaigns abroad, 
protecting against domestic 
terrorism and internal unrest, and 
adhering to legal constraints and 
norms. 
.   

4 Ibid. 
5 https://www.brookings.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2016/06/The-ideology-
of-the-Islamic-State.pdf 

HISTORY OF THE TOPIC 

Development of IS 
 The Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS, ISIL, IS, Daesh) can be 
traced back to 2002, when Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi, a Jordanian 
jihadist who had previously fought 
Soviets in Afghanistan, began 
training militants in Syria. 1  IS’s 
predecessor came to be known as Al-
Qaeda in Iraq (AQI), and initially 
focused its efforts on opposing the 
U.S. presence in Iraq.2 Initially, the 
Sunni group’s hardline policies and 
ideological fanaticism, along with 
emphasis on violence and use of 
foreign fighters, led to backlash 
within the Sunni community.3 Even 
Osama bin-Laden, Zarqawi’s mentor 
and source of funding, believed him 
to be too hard line.4  
 In 2006, AQI consolidated 
power, forming the Mujahidin Shura 
Council and merging with five local 
jihadi organizations. 5  Following a 
series of leadership changes, AQI 
took its first concrete steps towards 
establishing a caliphate, declaring 
itself to be the Islamic State of Iraq.6 
In 2007, IS released a document, 
“Informing Mankind of the Birth of 
the Islamic State,” that offered an 
academic justification of IS firmly 
grounded in Shari’a law.7 
 In 2010, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
took leadership of IS. The following 
year, the mass uprising against 
President Bashar al-Assad in Syria      
was followed by civil war, with Shia 
Alawis, the ruling minority, fighting 

6 
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/w
orld/para/aqi-2.htm 
7 Uthmān ibn ‘Abd al-Rah.mān al-Tamīmī, 
I‘lām al-anām bi-mīlād Dawlat al-Islām, 
Mu’assasat al-Furqān, 2007. 

https://www.cna.org/CNA_files/PDF/DIM-2017-U-016118-2Rev.pdf
https://www.cna.org/CNA_files/PDF/DIM-2017-U-016118-2Rev.pdf
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the Syrian Sunni majority. 8  This 
unrest, and the history of Sunni 
disenfranchisement, provided an 
opening for al-Baghdadi and IS in 
Syria. 9  In 2013, IS took over the 
Syrian city of Raqqa, which became 
its de facto capital, and declared itself 
to be the Islamic State of Syria and 
Iraq.10 

Deterioration of Daesh 
 In 2014, at the height of its 
power, IS controlled territory from 
central Iraq to north-central Syria. 
The following year, its momentum 
slowed. Increased resistance from 
local groups, the U.S. and other 
states, and other non-state actors 
proved effective as IS began to lose 
considerable territorial holdings in 
2015.11 A U.S. led coalition made up 
of 70 states and four member 
organizations that trained, equipped 
and supported Iraqi security forces 
and Syrian Democratic Forces 
announced in 2017 that “more than 
98 percent of the land once claimed 
by the terrorist group has been 
returned to the people.” 12  Other 
metrics support IS’s declining power 
as well – during this time, IS also saw 
global support from Muslim 
communities decline. 13  ISIS also 
distributed 67% less governance 
related media in July 2017 compared 
to past years.14  

 
 
8 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/islamic
-state 
9 Ibid. 
10 
https://www.cna.org/CNA_files/PDF/DI
M-2017-U-016118-2Rev.pdf 
11 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_repo
rts/RR1912.html 

Recruitment of Foreign Fighters 
 An estimated 35,000-40,000 
foreign fighters from over 80 
countries travelled to Iraq and Syria 
alone to fight for ISIS. 15  These 
foreign fighters are actively recruited 
by ISIS, which invested considerable 
resources into building an extensive 
recruiting presence online and 

12https://www.army.mil/article/198800/us
_coalition_forces_ready_to_ensure_the_en
during_defeat_of_isis_in_2018 
13 Ibid. 
14 
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/polic
y-analysis/view/interpreting-the-fall-of-
islamic-state-governance 
15 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_repo

abroad. Foreign fighters serve a dual 
purpose – besides serving ISIS 
militarily, they can also recruit from 
their home countries. 16  Western 
intelligence communities have also 
noted that foreign operatives can 
themselves return to their countries 
of origin and conduct attacks.17 The 
spread of the internet has bolstered 

rts/RR1912.html; 
https://www.businessinsider.com/how-
many-foreign-isis-fighters-have-returned-
home-from-the-battlefield-2017-10 
16 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_repo
rts/RR1912.html 
17https://www.kellogg.northwestern.edu/fa
culty/benmelech/html/BenmelechPapers/
ISIS_April_13_2016_Effi_final.pdf 

Figure 1: ISIS Territorial Losses 2014-2017, https://www.businessinsider.com/maps-of-isis-territory-2014-2017-
10 

Figure 2: ISIS Territorial Changes, US Department of State, 
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/USSTATEBPA/2017/12/21/file_attachments/933854/map.jpg 

https://www.cna.org/CNA_files/PDF/DIM-2017-U-016118-2Rev.pdf
https://www.cna.org/CNA_files/PDF/DIM-2017-U-016118-2Rev.pdf
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extremists groups such as ISIS’s 
ability to recruit with a global reach. 
While ISIS run media centers, such 

as al‐Hayat Media Center and Amaq 
News Agency, can disseminate top-     
down propaganda through online 
platforms and mobile apps, most 
online recruitment occurs through 
social media.18 
 ISIS is widely considered the 
most social media savvy extremist 
group, with localized messages 
targeting their audience. 19  They 
employed vast networks of social 
media accounts; Twitter reported 
suspending 360,000 accounts for 
ISIS related activity in the span of a 
year.20 ISIS recruiters are trained to 
tailor their messaging to the 
weaknesses of the individual – after a 
recruiter maps out “the potential 
recruit’s social, psychological, and 
cultural level, he will begin to 
progressively introduce the jihadist 
ideology in an appropriately tailored 
manner.” 21  Experts have identified 
seven common narratives used to 
target individuals, each offering them 
a community, an ideology, and an 
emotional outlet.22  
 The internet has uniquely 
facilitated global ISIS recruitment. 
Through social media, ISIS can 
cheaply and effectively rapidly 
develop networks of propaganda all 
over the world. Social media has also 
been shown to enable risky behavior, 

 
 
18 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_repo
rts/RR1912.html 
19 https://www.wired.com/2016/03/isis-
winning-social-media-war-heres-beat/ 
20 
https://www.theguardian.com/technology
/2016/aug/18/twitter-suspends-accounts-
terrorism-links-isis 

assisting ISIS’ recruiting efforts, 
while encrypted messaging apps 
allow ISIS to safely and secretly 
connect potential recruits to 
extremists around the globe. 23  By 
monitoring visitors of websites with 
radical content, ISIS members 
cansolate and groom recruits from 
the safety of their homes.24  

Who are Foreign Fighters? 
 ISIS foreign fighters come from 
all over the world. While foreign 
fighters for extremist groups are      
not a new phenomenon, the 
worldwide appeal of ISIS is. 
Thousands of Europeans have left 
their home countries to fight in Iraq 
and Syria, joining the terrorist group 

21 
https://www.fpri.org/article/2017/09/isis-
recruiting-not-just-ideological/ 
22 Ibid. 
23 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_repo
rts/RR1912.html 
24 Ibid. 
25 https://icct.nl/wp-
content/uploads/2019/03/Marone-Vidino-
Italys-Foreign-Fighters-March2019.pdf 

in unprecedented numbers. 25 
Around 300 Americans tried joined 
ISIS; 50 were arrested on the way 
there.26  Russia and Eastern Europe 
have also been       major sources for 
foreign fighters, with Putin 
estimating 5,000-7,000 Russian 
citizens have left to fight for 
ISIS.27The main sources for foreign 
fighters, though, remain the Middle 
East and Africa. In particular, 
Tunisia, called the biggest exporter of 
terrorists, has seen around 6,000 
leave to fight for ISIS abroad.28  
 Contrary to common opinion, 
the origins of foreign fighters do not 
correspond with the economic 
conditions of their home country – 

26 
https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/20
18/02/05/583407221/americans-in-isis-
some-300-tried-to-join-12-have-returned-
to-u-s 
27 Ibid. 
28 https://time.com/4739488/isis-iraq-
syria-tunisia-saudi-arabia-russia/ 

Figure 2: https://www.rferl.org/a/foreign-fighters-syria-iraq-is-isis-isil-infographic/26584940.html 
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the number of foreign ISIS fighters 
from a country actually increases 
with the country’s GDP per capita.29 
ISIS fighters generally originate in 
countries that are affluent with low 
income inequality and ethnically 
homogenous.30 The homogeneity of 
these countries makes it more 
difficult for immigrants to assimilate. 
This isolation facilitates 
radicalization of Muslims abroad.31 
During recruiting, ISIS exploits this 
loneliness, contrasting the Islamic 
State as a utopia with a sense of 
camaraderie and fulfillment.32 Yazidi 
sex slaves, offered as “brides” to 
potential recruits, are another 
common recruitment draw.33  
 

CURRENT SITUATION 

Foreign Fighters Today 
 With the deterioration of ISIS, 
the approximately 40,000 foreign 
fighters who left their home 
countries to join ISIS are beginning 
to return to their countries of 
origin. 34  Around 1,000-3,000 are 
foreign fighters held in SDF 
prisons. 35  Although per country 
there is a relatively small number of 
foreign fighters, they deserve 
attention disproportionate to their 
numbers; these are members of one 
of the most extreme and 
sophisticated modern terrorist 
groups, radicalized enough to leave 

 
 
29https://www.kellogg.northwestern.edu/fa
culty/benmelech/html/BenmelechPapers/
ISIS_April_13_2016_Effi_final.pdf 
30 Ibid. 
31 Ibid. 
32 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_repo
rts/RR1912.html 
33 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_repo
rts/RR1912.html; 

their country and risk their lives for a 
terrorist organization. The Soufan 
Center reported that as of October 
2017, at least 5,600 foreign fighters 
had returned to their home countries, 
with no predetermined process to 
assess risk and reintegrate them into 
society.36 
 As of April 2019, UN officials 
reported that 75,000 ISIS fighters are 
being held in Syria’s Al Hol Camp; 
around 26,000 of these are 
foreigners. 37  This number is also 
rapidly increasing – around 65,000 
had arrived in the past one hundred 
days.38 Many of these are the wives 
and children of foreign fighters, 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_repo
rts/RR1912.html; 
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/14/w
orld/middleeast/isis-enshrines-a-theology-
of-rape.html 
34 https://www.businessinsider.com/how-
many-foreign-isis-fighters-have-returned-
home-from-the-battlefield-2017-10 
35 https://ctc.usma.edu/options-dealing-
islamic-state-foreign-fighters-currently-
detained-syria 

which provide different challenges in 
assessing risk and rehabilitative 
potential. The international 
community, then, is faced with a 
unique challenge - how can we best 
address these foreigners while 
constraining potential domestic 
terrorism risks, managing domestic 
political lash back to returning ISIS 
members, and giving foreigners a fair 
legal process? 
 When deciding on viable 
options for foreign fighters, states 
have to account for the domestic 
terrorism risk posed by returning 
ISIS members. Experts warn that of 
the thousands of ISIS fighters 

36 https://thesoufancenter.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/Beyond-the-
Caliphate-Foreign-Fighters-and-the-Threat-
of-Returnees-TSC-Report-October-2017-
v3.pdf 
37 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/04/10
36901 
38 Ibid. 

Figure 3: https://thesoufancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Beyond-the-Caliphate-Foreign-Fighters-
and-the-Threat-of-Returnees-TSC-Report-October-2017-v3.pdf 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1912.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1912.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1912.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1912.html
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returning to their countries of origin, 
some will attempt to conduct attacks 
there.39  Between 2014 and 2017, 143 
attacks on foreign soil were 
conducted or inspired by ISIS, killing 
at least 2,000 and injuring more.40 As 
ISIS loses control and territory in 
Iraq and Syria, experts predict that 
they will look to these returning 
foreign fighters, as well as supporters 
abroad, to keep the caliphate alive.41 
Further, returning foreign fighters 
will be exposed to some of the same 
elements, such as isolation and 
difficulty assimilating, that assisted 
their initial radicalization, making it a 
real possibility that they will lash back 
at their home country. 
 Instances of returned fighters 
launching attacks have already 
occurred. The April 2019 Easter 
bombings in Sri Lanka included one 
bomber, Latheef, confirmed to have 
trained with ISIS in Syria, and shows 
that even after the caliphate’s 
collapse, ISIS has global reach. 42 
Latheef, like many foreign fighters, 
had been encouraged to continue 
recruitment and conduct attacks 
upon return.43Following the attack, 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi released a 
video calling the attacks “an act of 
revenge following the caliphate’s loss 
of its last strip of territory in Syria” 
and encouraging other loyal 
supporters to follow suit.44  

 
 
39 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_repo
rts/RR1912.html 
40 https://thesoufancenter.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/Beyond-the-
Caliphate-Foreign-Fighters-and-the-Threat-
of-Returnees-TSC-Report-October-2017-
v3.pdf 
41 Ibid. 
42 https://www.wsj.com/articles/sri-lanka-
attacks-show-isiss-reach-even-after-defeat-
11556561912 

 Experts believe the issue of 
returning foreign ISIS fighters is 
unique in both nature and scope. 
While in the past, foreign fighters, 
especially from European nations, 
had been limited, ISIS saw thousands 
of Europeans travel to Iraq and Syria 
to fight for the caliphate.45 Further, 
ISIS uniquely emphasizes a global 
cause, viewing the entire world as 
their battlefield, and have proven 
their ability to mobilize and inspire 
attacks around the world. 46  The 
return of thousands of trained 
foreign fighters and family members 
pose an increased risk of further 
attacks to revenge the caliphate.  

Rehabilitation of Extremists 
 At stake in the return of foreign 
fighters is the question of if and how 
extremists can be rehabilitated. The 
United Nations Interregional Crime 
and Justice Research Institute has 
been working with member 
organizations since 2012 to build 
rehabilitation programs for violent 
extremists (VEO) as part of the UN’s 
Counter-Terrorism Implementation 
Task Force.47 The UNICRI adheres 
to the United Nations Standard 
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of 
Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules) 
and the United Nations Rules for the 
Treatment of Women Prisoners and 
Non-custodial Measures for Women 
Offenders (the Bangkok Rules) by 

43 Ibid. 
44 Ibid. 
45 https://icct.nl/wp-
content/uploads/2019/03/Marone-Vidino-
Italys-Foreign-Fighters-March2019.pdf 
46 Ibid. 
47 
http://www.unicri.it/topics/counter_terror
ism/rehabilitation/ 
48 
http://www.unicri.it/topics/counter_terror
ism/rehabilitation/ 

working closely with public safety 
sectors to ensure fair treatment of 
prisoners.48 
 The UNICRI uses the Cycle of 
Prevention and Countering Violent 
Extremism to develop a 
comprehensive approach to 
preventing violent extremism 
(PVE).49 A central initiative is a pilot 
program to build communities 
resistant to radicalization that works 
closely with local NGOs, trains the 
community on risk factors, develops 
infrastructure to refer at-risk 
individuals and intervenes to reduce 
risk factors and radicalization 
potential. 50  However, communities 
are often reluctant to accept 
returning foreign fighters or work 
with programs designed to 
reintegrate them. Further, it would 
take an immense amount of 
resources to reintegrate every foreign 
fighter at the local level, and such UN 
programs are only implemented in a 
handful of countries. 
 Local community based 
programs to rehabilitate extremists 
that emphasize engagement, such as 
the Aarhus model in Denmark and 
Slotevaart in the Netherlands, have 
shown promising results. 51  The 
Aarhus model, known by locals as 
the “hug a terrorist” model, is 
founded on the idea that hard 
treatment of former terrorists will 

49 
https://www.unafei.or.jp/publications/pdf
/RS_No104/No104_6_VE_Bologna_2.pdf 
50 Ibid. 
51 https://www.npr.org/sections/health-
shots/2016/07/15/485900076/how-a-
danish-town-helped-young-muslims-turn-
away-from-isis 
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only isolate and further radicalize 
them. Police and organizers, 
however, recognize that the stakes 
are high – one terrorist attack could 
delegitimize the entire model in the 
eyes of the public. Further, the 
Aarhus model has only dealt with 18 
returning fighters since 2016 (one of 
whom wanted to return to fighting) 
and hasn’t conclusively shown that it 
can replicate its results on foreign 
trained fighters. Many also question 
whether or not these models are 
scalable. 52  Finally, there has been 
harsh public criticism from those 
who believe millions of dollars 
should not be spent on jihadists and 
that the state is being too “soft” on 
potential terrorists. 53  Failure in 
rehabilitation also has higher stakes 
than normal prisoner recidivism: one 
terrorist that falls through the cracks 
could radicalize many more or launch 
violent attacks themselves. 

International Order and Domestic 
Limitations 
 The UNSC has passed two 
resolutions recognizing the threat of 
foreign terrorist fighters (FTF) to 
international peace: Resolution 2178 
(2014) and Resolution 2396 (2017). 
These resolutions broadly obligate 
states to combat the threat of FTFs. 
The earlier resolution “requires states 
to prevent, disrupt, prosecute, 
rehabilitate and reintegrate FTFs.”54 
Resolution 2178 “comprehensively 
addressing underlying factors, 
including by preventing 
radicalization to terrorism, stemming 

 
 
52 
https://www.usip.org/publications/2019/0
2/isis-returnees-can-ex-fighters-be-
rehabilitated 
53 
https://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/isis-
terror/denmark-de-radicalization-n355346 

recruitment, inhibiting foreign 
terrorist fighter travel, disrupting 
financial support to foreign terrorist 
fighters, countering violent 
extremism, which can be conducive 
to terrorism, countering incitement 
to terrorist acts motivated by 
extremism or intolerance, promoting 
political and religious tolerance, 
economic development and social 
cohesion and inclusiveness, ending 
and resolving armed conflicts, and 
facilitating reintegration and 
rehabilitation...”. 55  The later 
resolution “calls for additional action 
to be taken in the areas of border 
security and information sharing; 
judicial measures and co-operation; 
and prosecution, rehabilitation and 
reintegration strategies.”56 
 However, these resolutions do 
not provide specific guidelines to the 
problem at hand, and have been 

54 
https://www.osce.org/odihr/393503?down
load=true 
55 Resolution 2178 
56 
https://www.osce.org/odihr/393503?down
load=true 

criticized as being too broad to be 
useful. 57  Further, the open-ended 
nature of the resolutions has led to 
serious problems regarding 
compliance with human rights and 
rule of law principles. 58  Counter-
terror efforts that don’t comply with 
these standards violate fundamental 
human rights of the accused, and 
threaten the legitimacy and 
effectiveness of such efforts.59 
 Further, countries may have 
difficulty adhering to the resolutions 
and domestic law while dealing with 
foreign fighters and managing 
domestic public opinion. Many 
countries do not have the resources, 
infrastructure, or will to deal with 
returning ISIS fighters. One 
counterterrorism expert called it 
“political suicide” to bring back ISIS 
foreign fighters. 60  European 
countries are especially wary of 

57 Ibid. 
58 Ibid. 
59 Ibid. 
60 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/
europe/after-caliphate-collapsed-europe-
has-done-little-to-take-back-those-who-

Figure 4: A soldier of the Syrian Democratic Forces with two alleged ISIS fighters held prisoners, north of Raqqa, 
Syria March 2017 Rodi Said/REUTERS 
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repatriating foreign fighters in light 
of the role of ISIS FTFs have had in 
recent attacks in Brussels, Paris, 
Istanbul, and London from 2015-
2017. 61  Even repatriating children 
has provide divisive.62 
 Further, some countries lack the 
legal infrastructure to assess or 
prosecute returning ISIS members. 
International travel to join 
insurgencies is not always itself a 
crime; in these countries, returners 
can only be prosecuted for crimes 
committed while abroad.63 Difficulty 
in evidence collection and a high bar 
for conviction makes it highly 
unlikely that these cases would result 
in convictions or jail time. Europe 
often limits pretrial detention to 2-14 
days and monitoring large amounts 
of free suspects has proven difficult 
to impossible. 64  Further, European 
countries have extremely low jail 
times, even for violent offenders.  
 In France, for instance, most 
terrorist convictions are limited to 10 
years, while a convicted leader of a 
terrorist organization can get a 
sentence of 30. 65  The average 
sentence, though, is just five years (or 
2.5 years spent in prison).66 However, 
the high burden of proof makes it 
very difficult to convict suspected 

 
 
joined-isis/2019/06/20/4bab9cc2-8bc4-
11e9-b6f4-033356502dce_story.html 
61 
https://www.osce.org/odihr/393503?down
load=true 
62 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/
europe/their-parents-joined-isis-they-were-
raised-in-the-caliphate-can-they-come-
home/2019/02/15/38a783a2-142d-11e9-
ab79-30cd4f7926f2_story.html 
63 
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/eu
rope/2019-06-06/jihadists-head-home 
64 Ibid. 

terrorists, and short sentences, 
criticized as a “revolving door policy,” 
have been said to compound terrorist 
threats.67 A Charlie Hebdo attacker 
who had fought with an extremist 
group in Iraq, for instance, spent 18 
months in a French prison before he 
was released and went on to commit 
the infamous attack.68  
 There are also practical reasons 
for not wishing to repatriate citizens. 
Even when terrorists are jailed, 
countries must effectively manage 
prisoners to ensure others are not 
radicalized while in jail. Further, 
countries with large numbers of 
foreign fighters, such as Tunisia, are 
struggling with the volume of 
returners; prisons are already at 150% 
capacity, with thousands more ISIS 
fighters still to come. 69  These 
countries do not have the resources 
or infrastructure to hold additional 
FTFs in prison; nor do they have the 
resources to successfully prosecute 
returning ISIS fighters or implement 
expensive rehabilitative programs to 
reintegrate them into society.70 This 
gap in the judicial, prison, and police 
capabilities in countries near Iraq and 
Syria is an international, not a local, 
threat. 

65 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2008/07/01/
preempting-justice/counterterrorism-laws-
and-procedures-france#aec770 
66 
https://www.propublica.org/article/europe
s-revolving-door-prisons-compound-
growing-terror-threat 
67 
https://www.propublica.org/article/europe
s-revolving-door-prisons-compound-
growing-terror-threat 
68 
https://www.propublica.org/article/europe
s-revolving-door-prisons-compound-
growing-terror-threat 

 Many countries are exploring 
options to leave foreigners in Syria or 
strip them of their citizenship. 
Several governments have stated that 
foreign ISIS fighters are a problem 
for the local court system in the 
conflict zones.71 Others actively strip 
fighters of their citizenship; Britain 
has stripped several of their 
citizenship, recognizing that 
attempting to repatriate and 
prosecute them would be difficult.72 
However, experts say that leaving 
foreign fighters in Syria is not an 
option. Although this option may be 
domestically popular, it may increase 
the likelihood that former ISIS 
fighters will walk free under light or 
no prison sentences imposed by 
Syrian Kurds.  
 Further, many point out that 
leaving foreign fighters in Syria will 
place an unnecessary burden on an 
already strained region. Syrian 
prisons and camps are also over 
capacity, and suspects are held in 
squalid and sometimes deadly 
conditions. One expert commented 
that “Foreign women and children 
are indefinitely locked in a dustbowl 
inferno in northeast Syria while their 
home countries look the other way,” 
and hundreds of children have died 

69 https://www.lawfareblog.com/why-
united-states-needs-foreign-law-
enforcement-succeed-against-islamic-state 
70 https://www.lawfareblog.com/foreign-
fighter-hot-potato 
71 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07
/german-court-rules-repatriation-syria-isil-
fighter-family-190711164005146.html 
72 
https://www.npr.org/2019/02/18/695831
550/european-leaders-reluctant-to-meet-
trumps-demands-to-take-back-captive-isis-
figh 
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in while on the way or upon arrival to 
al-Hol.73  
 Another popular option is to 
hand over ISIS fighters to Iraq. Iraq 
has expressed willingness to try and 
foreign ISIS fighters as long as 
members of the U.S. based coalition 
reimburse the country for the costs 
of the trials and detention – an 
estimated $2 billion. 74  France’s 
foreign minister has showed support 
for this policy, stating that ISIS 
foreign fighters and family members 
should be tried by Iraq or Syria. 75 
President Trump has also expressed 
interest in having U.S. foreign 
fighters put on trial by Iraq. 76 

 
 
73 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/07/23/s
yria-dire-conditions-isis-suspects-families 
74 https://ctc.usma.edu/options-dealing-
islamic-state-foreign-fighters-currently-
detained-syria 
75 https://ctc.usma.edu/options-dealing-
islamic-state-foreign-fighters-currently-
detained-syria 
76 
https://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/isis-
terror/trump-admin-may-send-captured-
isis-fighters-iraq-prison-guantanamo-
n905066 

However, human rights watch 
groups have accused countries of 
effectively “outsourcing” judicial 
processes to a country that does not 
abide by fair trial standards. 
Detainees in Iraq have reported 
being tortured to extract confessions 
while the Iraqi judicial system turns a 
blind eye. 77  Iraqi courts have also 
been accused of fabricating evidence, 
not providing defendants with 
counsel, and [].78 One official stated 
that “We’re deleting thousands of 
families from Iraqi society… This is 
not just revenge on ISIS. This is 
revenge on Sunnis.”79  

77 https://en.annahar.com/article/977277-
baghdad-court-sentences-another-french-is-
member-to-death; 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/05/31/i
raq-french-citizens-allege-torture-coercion 
78 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/20
18/12/24/iraqs-post-isis-campaign-of-
revenge; 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/05/31/i
raq-french-citizens-allege-torture-coercion 
79 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/20
18/12/24/iraqs-post-isis-campaign-of-
revenge 

 The Iraq court system is also 
liberal with its use of the death 
penalty. This creates a moral and 
legal predicament for European 
countries that ban capital 
punishment but have a policy of 
outsourcing ISIS trials to Iraq. 80 
More worryingly, Iraqi courts and 
down the death penalty on the basis 
of a confession rather than evidence. 
Evidence that that could assist 
defendants is regularly suppressed – 
intelligence reports showing that 
some suspects were working for ISIS 
only under extreme duress were not 
read in court.81 Women also face the 
harsh judicial system of the Iraqi 
court – one ISIS housewife was given 
a ten minute trial and sentenced to 
death. 82  Dozens of women have 
received the death penalty in Iraq 
without any attempt to account for 
their role in ISIS or their degree of 
freedom in going to Syria and Iraq. 
Beyond violating fundamental 
human rights and principles of law, 
the senior Iraqi officials has called 
the process a “tactical blunder” that 
plays into the jihadi narrative that 
Sunnis cannot be safe under Shiite 
rule.83 

80 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019
/jun/02/inside-the-iraqi-courts-sentencing-
foreign-isis-fighters-to-death 
81 Ibid. 
82 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/17/w
orld/middleeast/iraq-isis-
trials.html?module=inline 
83 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/20
18/12/24/iraqs-post-isis-campaign-of-
revenge 

Figure 5: Juveniles’ cell at Tal Kayf prison, taken in April 2019 and shared confidentially with Human Rights 
Watch, shows extreme overcrowding at the prison; https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/07/04/iraq-thousands-
detained-including-children-degrading-conditions 
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Vulnerable Groups 
 Returning foreigners also 
include thousands of wives and 
children of ISIS fighters. These 
vulnerable groups pose a unique 
challenge to risk assessment and 
rehabilitation and should be 
considered separately from active 
fighters. 

Women  
 Assessing the risk of returning 
women becomes difficult when 
analyzing their involvement in ISIS 
and the extent of their radicalization. 
ISIS’ Salafi ideology dictates that 
women should be purely confined to 
domestic roles.84 Some had no say in 
their husband’s actions and were 
forced to go to Syria.85 Many women, 
though took more active roles – from 
the beginning, ISIS created special all 
female jihadist battalions. 86  Other 
ISIS wives, while not partaking in 
combat, were directly involved in the 
abuse of other women through 
enforcing ISIS slavery and managing 
their husband’s sex slaves.87 Women 
also travelled to Iraq and Syria with 
the explicit intent of joining the 
group instead of being brought along 
by their husbands – online ISIS 
recruiters specialize in targeting 
European and American women, 
and have written how-to guides on 
encouraging Western women to 
emigrate. 88  These actions are 
underlaid by a deep ideological 
commitment, one that may inspire 

 
 
84 https://ctc.usma.edu/options-dealing-
islamic-state-foreign-fighters-currently-
detained-syria 
85 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/04/w
orld/middleeast/islamic-state-families-
syria.html 
86 
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mid

them to conduct attacks in their 
home country. Multiple all-female 
cells have been arrested for plotting 
terror attacks in France and the UK.89 
Given the traditional cultural role of 
women in Salafi communities and 
the wide range of roles for women in 
ISIS, each must be assessed on an 
individual level. 

Children 
 Similar to women, children are 
an especially vulnerable population 
that very likely did not travel to ISIS 
of their own volition. Many children 

dle-east/2014/02/02/Syria-jihadist-group-
ISIS-forms-women-only-battalions.html 
87 https://ctc.usma.edu/options-dealing-
islamic-state-foreign-fighters-currently-
detained-syria 
88 
https://warontherocks.com/2018/04/the-
emigrant-sisters-return-the-growing-role-of-
the-islamic-states-women/ 

are forcibly conscripted. 90 
Traditionally, international law takes 
the perspective that children are 
victims and not perpetrators. 
However, the deliberate 
radicalization and use of young 
children by extremist groups such as 
ISIS has challenged that view. In 
special ISIS camps, children under 15 
are given European-like dolls and 
knives and taught how to behead 
them.91  ISIS works to “include the 
creation and promulgation of 
educational materials promoting its 
violent agenda, active indoctrination 

89 https://ctc.usma.edu/options-dealing-
islamic-state-foreign-fighters-currently-
detained-syria 
90 
https://abcnews.go.com/International/isis-
teaches-children-behead-training-
camps/story?id=25303940 
91 Ibid. 

Figure 6: “People walk through Ain Issa, one of the camps that holds displaced Syrians as well as foreign wives of 
ISIS fighters and their children. Thousands of foreign women and children languish in shelters in northeastern Syria, 
unwanted by their home governments and with no clear future.”Delil Souleiman/AFP/Getty Images, from 
https://www.npr.org/2018/12/07/671520315/foreign-wives-and-children-of-isis-are-held-in-syria-with-uncertain-
futur 
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of young males, and the intentional 
weaponization of children in support 
of transgenerational capacity 
development and an associated ‘long 
game.’”92  This active indoctrination 
and weaponization of children makes 
it increasingly difficult to simply 
repatriate children and release them 
back into society. A careful, humane 
approach to ISIS foreign children to 
help the recover from potential 
trauma while minimizing domestic 
terrorism risk is necessary. 
 

QUESTIONS 

● How can the international 
community address foreign 
fighters and their family 
members detained in Syria and 
Iraq? 

● How should states handle the 
various difficulties in repatriating 
ISIS foreigners, such as evidence 
collection, lack of legal 
infrastructure, lack of resources, 
and domestic back lash? 

● What are the international 
community’s obligations to 
rehabilitate and reintegrate 
former ISIS members?    

● How should the international 
community deal with the 
violations of legal principles in 
Iraqi courts? Should judicial 
outsourcing continue? 

● How should states account for 
the specific challenges and 
vulnerabilities of groups such as 
women and children? 

 

 
 
92 https://ctc.usma.edu/the-islamic-state-
long-game-a-tripartite-analysis-of-youth-
radicalization-and-indoctrination/ 
93 Luo Ganzhong, Romance of the Three 
Kingdoms 

TOPIC B: Historical 
Detention of Uighur 

Muslims 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 China currently holds millions 
of Uighur Muslims in detention 
centers in Xinjang. As of now, about 
1 in 6 adult Uighurs in the Xinjang 
region have been detained in a 
Chinese camp, with no sign of a 
slowdown. While China has denied 
that these facilities are concentration 
or reeducation camps, claiming the 
Uighurs are there voluntarily, Muslim 
detainees report being tortured by 
Chinese police and forced to 
applause the Communist Party. 
Western researchers and 
policymakers have called the targeted 
detention of Muslims a cultural 
genocide and accused China of 
building a 21st century gulag.  
 China, though, defends the 
camps as vital for national security. 
In recent years, Uighur separatists 
have carried out a growing number 
of attacks on the majority Han 
Chinese. Militant Uighurs in Western 
China founded the East Turkistan 
Islamic Movement (ETIM), widely 
recognized as a terrorist group 
(including by the U.S.). ETIM 
allegedly has ties to al-Qaeda. ETIM 
is also widely reported to have 
thousands of jihadists fighters in 
Syria. From China’s point of view, 

94 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/nation
alism-china 
95 http://www.china.org.cn/e-
white/4/4.3.htm 

detention is a necessary counter-
terror measure – a practical way of 
fighting separatism and religious 
extremism.  
 China has historically gone to 
great measures to prevent separatist 
movements from growing, fearing a 
nationwide splintering should these 
movements gain traction. Yet, China 
has also faced a growing pushback 
from the international community, 
with Western and Muslim majority 
countries openly denouncing the 
camps. In addressing the mass 
detention of Muslim Uighurs, the 
international community must 
balance the blatant human rights 
violations of the Muslims with 
China’s sovereignty as a state to deal 
with separatist movements and 
groups with documented ties to 
domestic and international terrorism. 
 

HISTORY OF THE TOPIC 

Nationalism and Separatism 
 Two of the most famous lines 
written in Chinese open the Romance 
of the Three Kingdoms: “The empire, 
long divided, must unite, long united, 
must Divide.”93 Historically, China’s 
borders were not set in stone – 
they’ve retreated and advanced 
through the centuries. Yet, modern 
nationalists hail China’s 5,000-year 
history as proof of its superiority94 
and government white papers relate 
that “China has been [a] centralized 
and united country over a long 
period of time.”95 This discrepancy, 
rooted in China’ historical 
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background and territorial 
aspirations, is crucial to 
understanding today’s approach to 
the Uighurs, who Beijing perceives as 
a threat to Chinese unity. 
 Until relatively recently, the 
Uighur Muslims in the Xinjiang 
region were separate from the 
Chinese. Even in the past century, as 
new regimes attempted to exert 
political authority through the 
territories of inner Asian minorities, 
Xinjiang Uighurs fought back. 
China’s modern claim to what is now 
known as the Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomy Region (XUAR) is based 
on the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). 
Yet, the Qing empire maintained a 
clear distinction between ethnic 
Chinese and the central Han Chinese 
empire.96 The inner Asian minorities, 
although nominally under Qing rule, 
were never fully integrated into the 
Qing empire, even in 1911.  
 With the establishment of the 
PRC, the CCP developed a system of 
national regional autonomy, allowing 
a semblance of independence for 
ethnic minorities, but only under the 
Han-led Chinese state. In practice, 
while ethnic minorities enjoyed 
cultural separation, including 
linguistic and religious independent, 
the political authority of China 
remained firmly Han Chinese. In 
particular, the CCP attempted to 
impose their own leaders on the 
Uighur Muslims, sending Soviet-
backed Han-Chinese governors to 

 
 
96 https://www-jstor-
org.ezproxy.princeton.edu/stable/pdf/2361
5293.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Af0acc7214
dec3387acd56ee962badd2c 
97 https://www-jstor-
org.ezproxy.princeton.edu/stable/pdf/2361
5293.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Af0acc7214
dec3387acd56ee962badd2c 

the region. The Uighurs, who 
resented the increased Russian 
presence, responded violently, 
establishing a separate “East 
Turkestan Republic” once in 1933 
and again in 1944-1949.97 
 During the second rebellion, 
Xinjiang leaders, backed by Soviets, 
revolted against the GMT 
government. The Kujla Declaration, 
issued on January 5, 1945, declared 
the Uighur’s intent to extract a Han 
Chinese “blood debt” – the Uighurs, 
throughout the rebellion, deliberately 
massacred Han civilians in 
accordance with this goal98. In many 
ways, the rebellion was a Soviet 
Union military intervention, on 
behalf of the Uighurs.99 The second 
ETR drove out all central Chinese 
political authority from the region 
and put it under Soviet oversight for 

98 
self.gutenberg.org/articles/eng/Second_Ea
st_Turkestan_Republic 
99 https://www-jstor-
org.ezproxy.princeton.edu/stable/pdf/2361
5293.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Af0acc7214
dec3387acd56ee962badd2c 

several years. The ETR’s own Ili 
National Army (INA), which aimed 
to terminate Chinese rule and 
prevent ethnic Chinese from moving 
into the Xinjiang region, was led by 
pro-Soviet Uighurs who had served 
with Soviet forces and supported by 
Soviet planes, ammunition and the 
Red Army itself100.   
 Decades of Soviet influence 
finally waned at the end of 1945, 
when a post-Yalta conference Treaty 
of Friendship and Alliance between 
the Chinese and Soviets agreed to 
essentially leave the Xinjiang region 
as an autonomous and locally 
governed area.101 In September 1949, 
the region of Xinjiang was formally 
“peacefully liberated” from the 
Second East Turkestan Republic by 
the People’s Liberation Army and 
returned to Chinese control. 102 

100 
self.gutenberg.org/articles/eng/Second_Ea
st_Turkestan_Republic 
101 
http://self.gutenberg.org/articles/eng/Sec
ond_East_Turkestan_Republic 
102 https://www-jstor-
org.ezproxy.princeton.edu/stable/pdf/2361

Figure 7: The Second Republic of East Turkestan in 1944 (https://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/newsletter/16/) 
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Historically, the Xinjiang region was 
not firmly under the political 
authority of the Chinese; nor was it 
integrated into imperial China. 
Beijing perceives this increased 
autonomy and cultural separation as 
a threat to the stability of China. 
 The Xinjiang’s historical 
autonomy has since troubled the 
Chinese regime, which prides itself 
on being a “unitary multi-ethnic 
state.” 103  Its subsequent policies 
towards its ethnic minorities 
including the Uighurs have 
attempted to grapple with its 
historical relationship with minorities 
and bind them ever closer to the Han 
state. However, many criticize 
Chinese policy as instead driving 
more discontent amongst ethnic 
minorities and providing fuel to 
extremist efforts. 

Increasing Vulnerability to 
Separatism 
 The recent uptick in action 
against Uighur Muslims and other 
separatist regions are driven by two 
events with global impact: the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union 
and 9/11. Disgruntled ethnic 
minorities often expressed that the 
autonomous region system was 
meant to “keep them in their homes” 
and limit their opportunities in a Han 
dominated China. 104  In fact, some 
believe the CCP embraced the 
autonomous region system as a 
strategic maneuver to make them a 
more appealing alternative than their 

 
 
5293.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Af0acc7214
dec3387acd56ee962badd2c 
103 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/m/chinalic
/2015-05/30/content_20725720.htm 
104 
http://www.smhric.org/China's%20Vulner

political competitors, the 
Kuomintang. This simmering 
resentment, combined with a history 
of greater autonomy, began boiling 
over in 1988.105 
 As the USSR collapsed into 15 
different states from 1988-1991, it 
also lost control of its various satellite 
states such as Mongolia. This directly 
impacted the PRC by loosening 
border security and providing 
separatist groups a clear 
demonstration of successful self-
determination by an ethnic minority. 
The PRC feared a domino effect of 
separatist movements based on the 
example of the USSR. The already 
discontent Xinjiang region “now had 
borders with Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
and Kazakhstan, as well as with 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Mongolia, and 
Russia” (5). Just as importantly, the 
breakdown of authority in the region 
allowed Islamic fundamentalist 
forces to advance at a time when 
increasing economic disparity was 
hitting the XUAR region.106 
 Concerned about stability, 
China began a concerted effort to 
make the Xinjiang region more 
“Han,” by employing economic 
policies that encouraged mass Han 
migration.107 This program, the “Big 
Development of the Northwest,” 
brought millions of Chinese settlers 
into the Xinjiang region in a decade. 
However, these policies only served 
to alienate Uighurs, who were 
discriminated against for jobs and 

ability%20to%20Minority%20Separatism.p
df 
105 Ibid. 
106 Ibid. 
107 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2009/07/09/
behind-violence-xinjiang 

lost their land to the incoming Han. 
Dissent of any sort was not tolerated. 
In response, Uighurs enacted violent 
attacks, including a failed uprising in 
Yining city in 1997, bombing buses 
in Urumqi, assassinations of 
“collaborators,” and attacks against 
police stations. 108  China responded 
with crackdowns, arresting 
thousands and tightening oppression 
of religious and cultural 
expression.109 

9/11’s Aftermath 
 Following 9/11, global wariness 
of separatist movements, and states’ 
ability to counter them, drastically 
increased. In the days following 9/11, 
the U.S. passed the Authorization for 
use of Military Force Against 
Terrorists act, which allowed the 
president of the U.S. “to use all 
necessary and appropriate force 
against those nations, organizations, 
or persons he determines planned, 
authorized, committed, or aided the 
terrorist attacks” and against those 
who “harbored such organizations or 
persons.” 110  The United Nations 
followed suit, with the Security 
Council passing Resolution 1373 
which greatly expanded state power 
in addressing terrorist and separatist 
threats and bound states to take 
action against terrorism under 
international law. 111  The Security 
Council, however, left out a matter of 
key interest to the Third Committee 
– human rights were not addressed 
once. While SOCHUM cannot make 

108 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2009/07/09/
behind-violence-xinjiang 
109 Ibid. 
110 
https://www.congress.gov/107/plaws/pub
l40/PLAW-107publ40.pdf 
111 http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/1373 
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binding resolutions itself, Resolution 
1373 should be considered to 
understand the expansion of Chinese 
Uighur oppression and how to 
address it. 
 In the aftermath of 9/11, Beijing 
took steps to publicly tie the Uighurs 
to the fight on global terror.112 China 
issued its first report on Uighur 
separatist related terrorism in 2002.113 
China also publicly connected the 
Uighurs to al-Qaeda, disclosing that 
Uighurs had trained in Bin Laden’s 
camps.114 Their approach worked – 
the United States, along with Britain, 
officially listed the ETIM as a 
terrorist group115 ; 22 Uighurs were 
also captured by the US in 
Afghanistan and held in 
Guantanamo 116 . Today, 100-300 
Uighurs are fighting in Isis and Syria 
as part of IS (some estimate as high 
as 5,000 for all Syrian jihadist 
groups) 117 , and many more have 
joined militant groups in Southeast 
Asia118. 
 However, the Uighurs maintain 
that China has not been transparent 
in providing evidence of the alleged 
terrorist aspects of Uighur Muslims 

 
 
112 https://www-jstor-
org.ezproxy.princeton.edu/stable/pdf/2361
5293.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Af0acc7214
dec3387acd56ee962badd2c 
113 
http://en.people.cn/200201/21/eng20020
121_89078.shtml 
114 Ibid. 
115 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-
china-britain-security-idUSKCN1000PT 
116 Colin Mackerras, 'Xinjiang and Central 
Asia since 1990: views from Beijing and 
Wash ington and Sino-American relations', 
in Colin Mackerras and Michael Clarke (eds 
117 https://icct.nl/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-
Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-
Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-
2017-1.pdf 

and that any fundamentalist strains 
are far more constrained than Beijing 
portrays. 119  While China reports 
thousands of separate attacks from 
violent Uighur separatists, this 
cannot be independently confirmed 
and should be looked at with 
doubt.120 Further, experts point out 
that violence performed by Uighur 
separatist movements in China is not 
explicitly tied to international 
movements. 121  Regardless of 
international ties, the morality of 
oppressing an entire region based on 
the presence of 100-300 members 
fighting as terrorists abroad is 
questionable and facilitates recruiting 
efforts by external extremist groups 
such as the Islamic State.122  
 Despite ambiguity on the spread 
of extremism in the XUAR, an 
emboldened Beijing has accelerated 
crackdowns in the Xinjiang region. 
Chinese justifications of domestic 
Uighur terror activity are based on a 
smattering of events that others have 
described as isolated incidents in 
response to Chinese oppression 
rather than ties to international 
terrorist groups.123 In 2009, days of 

118 https://icct.nl/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-
Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-
Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-
2017-1.pdf 
119 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-
china-britain-security-idUSKCN1000PT 
120 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/uighur
s-and-chinas-xinjiang-region 
121 
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/featur
es/2015/02/china-neighbours-send-
uighurs-150217103722697.html 
122 https://icct.nl/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-
Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-
Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-
2017-1.pdf 

riots in Urumqi led to the death of 
197 (mostly Han Chinese). 124  This 
was followed by a Xinjiang Work 
Forum held by CCP leadership to 
develop a strategy to address Uighur 
violence and Xinjiang economic 
development. 125  However, the 
violence continued. In 2014 a knife 
attack at a train station killed 30; two 
further attacks in the same year using 
explosives killed 79 and 31 more.126 
While such violence is clearly 
unacceptable, China must distinguish 
between violent offenders and 
innocent citizens. 
 

CURRENT SITUATION 

 Today, Uighurs continue to 
reside in the Xinjiang Uygur 
Autonomous Region in northwest 
China. The World Uyghur Congress 
describes their people as an 
“ethnically and culturally a Turkic 
people” with a population size of 
around 10 million in Xinjiang alone. 
127 The WUC view Chinese 
oppression as part of a pattern of 
“deliberate policies opposing 
centuries-old tradition, culture & 

123 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2009/07/09/
behind-violence-xinjiang 
124 https://www-tandfonline-
com.ezproxy.princeton.edu/doi/full/10.10
80/18335330.2018.1475746 
125https://www-tandfonline-
com.ezproxy.princeton.edu/doi/full/10.10
80/18335330.2018.1475746; 
https://uhrp.org/press-release/new-report-
uhrp-uyghur-homeland-chinese-frontier-
xinjiang-work-forum-and-centrally-led 
126 https://icct.nl/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-
Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-
Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-
2017-1.pdf 
127 https://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/ 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-britain-security-idUSKCN1000PT
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-britain-security-idUSKCN1000PT
https://icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-2017-1.pdf
https://icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-2017-1.pdf
https://icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-2017-1.pdf
https://icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-2017-1.pdf
https://icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-2017-1.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-britain-security-idUSKCN1000PT
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-britain-security-idUSKCN1000PT
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2015/02/china-neighbours-send-uighurs-150217103722697.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2015/02/china-neighbours-send-uighurs-150217103722697.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2015/02/china-neighbours-send-uighurs-150217103722697.html
https://icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-2017-1.pdf
https://icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-2017-1.pdf
https://icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-2017-1.pdf
https://icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-2017-1.pdf
https://icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ClarkeKan-Uighur-Foreign-Fighters-An-Underexamined-Jihadist-Challenge-Nov-2017-1.pdf
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.princeton.edu/doi/full/10.1080/18335330.2018.1475746
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.princeton.edu/doi/full/10.1080/18335330.2018.1475746
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.princeton.edu/doi/full/10.1080/18335330.2018.1475746
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.princeton.edu/doi/full/10.1080/18335330.2018.1475746
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.princeton.edu/doi/full/10.1080/18335330.2018.1475746
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.princeton.edu/doi/full/10.1080/18335330.2018.1475746
https://uhrp.org/press-release/new-report-uhrp-uyghur-homeland-chinese-frontier-xinjiang-work-forum-and-centrally-led
https://uhrp.org/press-release/new-report-uhrp-uyghur-homeland-chinese-frontier-xinjiang-work-forum-and-centrally-led
https://uhrp.org/press-release/new-report-uhrp-uyghur-homeland-chinese-frontier-xinjiang-work-forum-and-centrally-led
https://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/


Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee 

 
 

 
Princeton Model United Nations Conference 2019 

19 

      

      

religion,” with China persistently 
violating human rights in the name of 
cultural unity.128 
 XUAR’s economy, and the life 
of most Uighurs, revolves around 
agriculture and trade. 129  Chinese 
agricultural policies designed to 
encourage mass Han migration to the 
region and create jobs for Han 
Chinese have increased economic 
strain on the Uighurs and worsened 
ethnic tensions. Further, economic 
and agricultural policies designed to 
encourage mass Han migration to the 
region has intentionally made 

 
 
128 https://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/ 
129 
https://uyghuramerican.org/article/china-
xinjiang-agriculture-and-uighur-
population.html 
130 
http://eds.b.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.princet
on.edu/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=2
&sid=636d86ba-83e9-48bf-b71e-
453dc7ab0bb6%40pdc-v-sessmgr03 
131 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/zakdoffma

Uighurs a plurality rather than a 
majority and increased local 
friction.130 

Creation of the Surveillance State 
 China’s crackdown on the 
Uighurs is facilitated by the increase 
in monitoring technology in Xinjiang. 
Beijing has invested billions of 
dollars in the surveillance technology, 
deployed in Xinjiang as a type of real-
world laboratory.131 China’s range of 
surveillance technology includes an 
extensive network of cameras and 
face scanners, systematically 

n/2019/03/18/xinjiang-claims-13000-
terrorist-arrests-justify-high-tech-
population-control/#401d53cb455c 
132 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/22/w
orld/asia/china-surveillance-xinjiang.html 
133 https://www.wired.com/story/inside-
chinas-massive-surveillance-operation/ 
134 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/22/w
orld/asia/china-surveillance-xinjiang.html 

collected DNA, blood, fingerprints, 
and iris scans, as well as mobile and 
social media tracking.132 Mosques are 
targeted as surveillance points, and 
each one is monitored by cameras 
and face scanners. Social media and 
phone use are tightly controlled – 
phone contact with a non-Chinese 
citizen or religious expression on the 
internet is basis for arresting a 
Uyghur.133 
 Engineers with the Chinese state 
company that develops the 
technology, the China Electronics 
Technology Corporation, describe 
the technology as created to “apply 
the ideas of military systems to 
civilian public security.”134 While the 
ethics of constantly surveilling 
citizens is questionable, the 
surveillance is not employed evenly. 
Instead, China is “in effect hard-
wiring Xinjiang for segregated 
surveillance, using an army of 
security personnel to compel ethnic 
minorities to submit to monitoring 
and data collection while generally 
ignoring the majority Han Chinese, 
who make up 36 percent of 
Xinjiang’s population.” 135  Some 
have even reported that China’s 
network of surveillance cameras 
looks exclusively for Uighurs and 
tracks their movements.136  
 China uses this technology to 
micromanage Uighur movements, 

135 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/22/w
orld/asia/china-surveillance-
xinjiang.html?login=smartlock&auth=login
-smartlock 
136 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/14/te
chnology/china-surveillance-artificial-
intelligence-racial-profiling.html 

Figure 8: Map of XUAR today (https://www.britannica.com/place/Xinjiang) 
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along with an extensive network of 
checkpoints and location tracking 
through phones. Uighurs have to 
apply to the local government to so 
much as leave their village; One 
Uighur who fled Xinjiang in 2017 
recalled that before leaving, “We’d 
have to tell them where we’re going, 
what we’re doing, who we’re seeing, 
how many days we’re gone, and the 
information of the families we’re 
visiting. They’d have to investigate 
before they’d issue the permissions.” 
137 China has also recalled all 
passports in Xinjiang, claiming that 
the only people affected will be 
criminals attempting to travel 
abroad. 138  However, these new 
restrictions have impacted the lives 
of everyday Uighurs, making it 
increasingly difficult for them to 
vacation abroad, leave the country, 
or make a pilgrimage to Mecca.139  

Uighur Detention 
 In the last few years, China 
transitioned from surveilling Uighurs 
to systematically detaining them. 
Arrested for transgressions as minor 
as texting a relative on WhatsApp (a 
messaging app with end-to-end 
encryption), Uighurs are brought to 
detention centers, officially called 
“vocational training center[s]” and 
held there indefinitely. 140  Human 
Rights Watch reports that detained 
Uighurs are not given due process – 
when detained, they are not formally 
charged, have no access to a judiciary 

 
 
137 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/09/09/
eradicating-ideological-viruses/chinas-
campaign-repression-against-xinjiangs 
138 https://time.com/4582214/china-
xinjiang-uighur-passports-terrorism/ 
139 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur
/xinjiang-passports-10202016144107.html 

system or attorney, and are cut off 
from family and friends. 141  Their 
relatives are not informed, and they 
often have no way of getting in touch 
with them. On social messaging apps, 
a coded emoji language has 
developed to pass on the news of 
Uighur family and friends – a dark 
moon means detained – without 
risking further punishment.142 
 According to an expert on 
Uighur detention, “There is virtually 
no Uighur family without one or 
more members in such detention, 

140 https://www.wired.com/story/inside-
chinas-massive-surveillance-operation/; 
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/18/asia/u
yghur-china-detention-center-
intl/index.html 
141 
https://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/uighu
r-crackdown-i-spent-seven-days-of-hell-in-
chinese-camps/ 

and a rising number of Kazakhs and 
other Muslim minorities are likewise 
affected.” 143  While many detainees 
are individuals, often entire families 
and extended families are 
incarcerated, leaving scores of de 
facto orphan Uighurs behind. 144 
China has stepped into care for these 
children, placing them in state run 
welfare centers while their parents 
are undergoing reeducation. These 
so-called “orphanages” are run like 
detention centers for children – 
workers report that Uighur minors 

142 https://www.wired.com/story/inside-
chinas-massive-surveillance-operation/ 
143https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/12/
world/asia/china- 
xinjiang.html?module=inline 
144 https://www.ft.com/content/f0d3223a-
7f4d-11e8-bc55- 50daf11b720d  

Figure 9: Uighur Detention Camps (https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-crackdown-uighurs-
xinjiang?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIoMqQ-cqZ5AIViB-GCh3rnw9JEAAYASAAEgJJVPD_BwE) 
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are “locked up like farm animals in a 
shed” and fed only rice soup.145 
 Information on the actual 
detention camps is slim – China has 
refused to allow journalists or foreign 
investigators to inspect the camps,146 
except for on specially arranged 
tours. 147  However, refugees and 
former detainees describe the camps 
as an attempt at cultural 
brainwashing. Detained Uighurs are 
forced to renounce Islam, swear 
loyalty to the CCP, learn Mandarin 
and other aspects of mainstream 
Chinese culture, sing songs praising 
communism, and chant “Long Live 
Xi Jinping.”148 Others were tortured: 
deprived of sleep, waterboarded, skin 
pierced with needles and fingernails 
pulled out with pliers.149 Many also 
report being hung from the ceiling 
overnight to break them. Torture 
tools were laid out on a table at all 
time, a constant threat of pain if a 
Uighur took one wrong step.150 Many 
detainees suffered memory losses 
and personality changes.151 
 Inside the camps, Uighurs are 
forced into overcrowded rooms, 
kept at over double their intended 
capacity. 152  Detainees are held 
chained together only a few rings 
apart to limit movement; one former 

 
 
145 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur
/orphanages-07022018143057.html 
146 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-
crackdown-uighurs-xinjiang 
147 https://time.com/5496435/china-12-
diplomats-tour-xinjiang/ 
148 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-
crackdown-uighurs-xinjiang; 
https://www.businessinsider.com/life-
inside-china-internment-camps-for-uighur-
minority-in-xinjiang-bbc-report-2018-8 
149 
https://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/uighu

detainee recalled that “We were like 
sheep being herded into a crowded 
space. There was no fresh air, there 
was only a tiny window up above, 
and we had to take turns to sleep and 
to eat.”153 Often, they were forced to 
sleep while chained to beds or iron 
chairs. 154  Detainees are often 
deprived of food, not given adequate 
medical attention, forbidden from 
seeking lifesaving surgeries, and kept 
in the cold.155 Ostensibly to address 
overcrowding, hundreds of 
thousands of Uighurs have been 
packed onto chartered trains without 

r-crackdown-i-spent-seven-days-of-hell-in-
chinese-camps/; 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-
crackdown-uighurs-xinjiang; 
https://www.businessinsider.com/life-
inside-china-internment-camps-for-uighur-
minority-in-xinjiang-bbc-report-2018-8 
150 https://www.businessinsider.com/life-
inside-china-internment-camps-for-uighur-
minority-in-xinjiang-bbc-report-2018-8 
151 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/09/09/
eradicating-ideological-viruses/chinas-
campaign-repression-against-xinjiangs; 
https://www.businessinsider.com/life-

being told their destination and 
transferred to state prisons across 
China. 156  However, the World 
Uyghur Congress has labelled this an 
ethnic cleansing of Xinjiang.157 

International Reaction 
 In August 2018, the UN 
Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination called Xinjiang 
a “no-rights zone” where Muslims 
are “being treated as enemies of the 
State based on nothing more than 

inside-china-internment-camps-for-uighur-
minority-in-xinjiang-bbc-report-2018-8 
152 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/09/09/
eradicating-ideological-viruses/chinas-
campaign-repression-against-xinjiangs 
153 Ibid. 
154 Ibid. 
155 Ibid. 
156 Ibid.; 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur
/transfer-10022018171100.html. 
157 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur
/transfer-10022018171100.html 

Figure 10: Uighur Detention (https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2019/02/07/reeducating-xinjiangs-
muslims/) 
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their ethno-religious identity.”158 The 
European Parliament has called the 
detention of Uighurs the “largest 
mass incarceration of an ethnic 
minority population in the world 
today” and recommended EU 
pressure on China to end these 
“grotesque” human rights 
violations.159 In November 2018, at 
the UN Human Rights Council, 
several states separately 
recommended that China abolish its 
system of mass detention and 
cooperate with relevant UN 
bodies.160 However, China continues 
to detain millions of Uighurs to this 
day and shows no sign of ending its 
reeducation program. 
 As of July 2019, 22 countries 
had condemned China’s mass 
detention of Uighurs. In a letter to 
the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, the countries urged 
China to “mass arbitrary detentions 
and related violations” and allow UN 
officials into the Xinjiang region and 
detention camps. 161  This letter, 
signed by countries including Japan, 
the UK, France and Germany, 
represents the first collective action 
to apply pressure on China. However, 
no Muslim majority nation signed 

 
 
158 United Nations Office of the High 
Commissioner on Human Rights, 
“Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination Reviews the Report of 
China.” 
159 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getD
oc.do?type=TA&lan 
guage=EN&reference=P8-TA-2018-0377  
160 
https://www.hongkongfp.com/2018/11/2
5/full-world- responded-chinas-human-
rights-record-un/ 
161 
https://amp.cnn.com/cnn/2019/07/11/as
ia/xinjiang-uyghur-un-letter-intl-
hnk/index.html 

onto the letter, and Turkey’s 
Erdogan, wary of disrupting a 
profitable economic relationship, 
warned against “exploiting” the 
Uighur issue in relations with 
China.162 A response letter issued by 
China that claimed “he fundamental 
human rights of people of all ethnic 
groups there are safeguarded” was 
signed by a dozen Muslim majority 
countries, along with Russia, North 
Korea, Venezuela, and Cuba. 163 
Turkey’s foreign minister later called 
the Uighur detention a “great 
embarrassment for humanity” and 
Erdogan expressed interest in 
solving the issue while “taking into 
account the sensitivities of both 
sides.” 164  Most Muslim majority 
nations continue to avoid issuing 
support for the Uighurs or 
condemning China for its human 
rights violations. 
 Rising global interest in the 
plight of the Uighurs has led to more 
interest in action from Muslims 
around the world. Recently, Muslim 
groups in several countries, including 
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, 
Kazakhstan, Pakistan have staged 
protests against Chinese actions, 
called for boycotts of Chinese goods, 

162 
https://amp.cnn.com/cnn/2019/07/11/as
ia/xinjiang-uyghur-un-letter-intl-
hnk/index.html 
163 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinion
s/global-opinions/muslim-countries-
joined-china-in-defending-its-cultural-
genocide-of-uighurs-arent-they-
ashamed/2019/07/20/0a7d62b4-aa3f-
11e9-86dd-d7f0e60391e9_story.html 
164 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07
/turkey-erdogan-solution-china-muslims-
190704163630632.html 

and lobbied their governments 
directly to apply pressure to China.165 
However, it has yet to be seen if these 
actions will lead to any meaningful 
pressure being applied to China. 
 Article 14 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
guarantees the right to seek asylum. 
Other conventions, such as the 1951 
Convention Relating to the Status of 
Refugees and its 1967 Optional 
Protocol, clarify that serious threats 
to life or freedom based on “race, 
religion, nationality, political opinion, 
or membership in a particular social 
group” qualify people or groups as 
refugees. 166  Under these laws, 
Uighurs should qualify as refugees 
given China’s systematic policy of 
detention, surveillance and torture. 
However, most countries are 
routinely rejecting Uighurs’ requests 
for asylum and deporting them back 
to China. Turkey, historically a safe 
haven for Muslims, has deported 
many Uighurs back to China, where 
they will imprisonment for their 
actions.167 Meanwhile, Germany and 
Sweden are the only European 
countries who have guaranteed to 
not deport Uighur refugees back to 
China. 168  Stopping these 

165 
http://www.globalr2p.org/media/files/201
9-april-uighurs-brief.pdf 
166 https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/1951-
refugee-convention.html; 
https://www.lawfareblog.com/chinas-
human-rights-abuses-against-uighurs-
xinjiang 
167 
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turk
ey-set-deport-uighur-back-china-where-
they-could-face-imprisonment 
168 
http://www.globalr2p.org/media/files/201
9-april-uighurs-brief.pdf 
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deportations will assist refugee 
Uighurs in seeking shelter. 
 

QUESTIONS 

• What are the international 
community’s obligations to 
Uighur human rights? 

• How can the international 
community pressure China to 
provide increased human rights 
protections to Uighurs within 
the framework of existing laws 
and international norms? 

• How can the international 
community balance giving states 
tools to address 
fundamentalism and extremism 
within their borders while 
ensuring rights and protections 
for the most vulnerable of 
ethnic minorities? 

• How can SOCHUM address 
deportations of Uighurs to 
ensure refugees can seek asylum? 
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